Policy on Responsible Conduct of Research Training

(Approved by the Graduate Council, May 2, 2012)

(Approved by Dr. Robert Neely, Provost, June 6, 2012)
TWU policy 5.11 on Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) Training provides a framework for RCR training across the university. Texas Woman’s University is committed to ensuring that graduate students producing research-based projects receive appropriate RCR training.

Beginning in Spring 2013, all graduate students engaged in research-based projects (e.g., professional papers, theses, and dissertations) and their project mentors must demonstrate they have received appropriate training in RCR by completing online RCR modules, as specified below for specific types of research, at the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) online site (www.citiprogram.org).  At the time a student submits to the Graduate School her/his prospectus for the thesis or dissertation research project, the student must document completion of RCR training on the Prospectus Cover Sheet and attach the Completion Report for each required module.  Departments/schools are responsible for oversight of documentation of RCR training for professional papers, which are filed in the departments/schools. RCR training must be completed prior to the initiation of the project and must be repeated at least every five years until the project is completed.

All students conducting professional paper, thesis, or dissertation projects must complete the CITI RCR Basic Course and Case Studies, Stage 1, appropriate for their discipline in addition to human subject or animal care and use training required for approval of their projects by the Institutional Review Board or Institutional Animal Use and Care Committee as shown below:
a. Students conducting biomedical research projects 

· Responsible Conduct of Research for Biomedical Investigators

· RCR Cases Studies in Biomedical Research

· Human subject or animal care and use training, as appropriate

b. Students conducting research in the humanities

· Responsible Conduct of Research in the Humanities

· RCR Case Studies in the Humanities

· Human subject or animal care and use training, as appropriate

c. Students conducting research in the physical sciences

· Responsible Conduct of Research in the Physical Sciences

· RCR Case Studies in the Physical Sciences

· Human subject or animal use and care training, as appropriate

d. Students conducting research in the behavioral and social sciences

· Responsible Conduct of Research in the Behavioral and Social Sciences

· RCR Case Studies in the Behavioral and Social Sciences

· Human subject or animal use and care training, as appropriate

Students must also complete additional modules required by the professional paper, thesis, or dissertation advisor.

Faculty mentors who advise such students are required to complete the same RCR training expected of their students.  Faculty should repeat CITI training at least every 5 years. Because all faculty serving on graduate research committees must be graduate faculty members, graduate faculty membership application procedures for full and associate graduate faculty membership will include documentation of RCR training beginning in Spring 2013.
