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Gallery Contact: Vance Wingate 940-898-2533 / vwingate@twu.edu
Dept. of Visual Arts website: http://www.twu.edu/visual-arts
‘Body Politic’ / Work by Laura Splan
October 19th to November 18th, 2009 
Artist’s Lecture & Reception: Tuesday, October 27th, 4:00 - 6:00pm

Texas Woman’s University / Department of Visual Arts, West Gallery, Denton, Texas
Laura Splan works with her body, making by hand items that represent the furnishings of a trousseau, a collection of clothing and accessories for a young woman beginning a new life. The items are made with the remnants of Ms. Splan’s ‘skin’, a facial peel product applied to her entire body, meticulously peeled away and then fashioned into a negligee, gloves and purse for the trousseau. 
In describing the work of ‘Trousseau’, the artists says, “The ‘Trousseau’ series includes heirloom objects and garments such as a parasol, negligee, gloves, and purse. The series developed out of an interest in heirloom objects as they relate to cultural inheritance. What are the cultural constructions of beauty and femininity that are passed down from one generation to the next via objects and images? As a girl I inherited a collection of elegant pastel colored chiffon negligees from my grandmother, aunts and mother. They were costumes that I used to dress up in to play. They functioned as vehicles to transport me into the “skin” of a feminine ideal as it was prescribed by cultural and social conventions of grace, beauty, and, class. The trousseau or the literal heirloom becomes a metaphor for such constructions as they are embedded in the objects and images that surround us. ‘Purse’ is a ladies evening bag constructed with remnant facial peel from the artist’s breasts. The object wavers between the delicately feminine and the grotesquely clinical in its fragile and distorted state. ‘Gloves’ is a pair of ladies gloves cast from the artist’s own hands.
Ms. Splan will also be exhibiting digital/mixed media pieces that incorporate mechanical objects used in surgery and repair of the body with hand drawn designs using the artist’s blood as the medium. The visual dissonance between items fashioned by humans and a medium fashioned from a human becomes the main focus of the series, ‘Bone Plates’ & ‘Integrated Bodies’. This focus is taken to a more extreme level in the work ‘Blood Scarf’. ‘Blood Scarf’ depicts a scarf knit out of clear vinyl tubing. An intravenous device emerging out of the user's hand fills the scarf with blood. The implied narrative is a paradoxical one in which the device keeps the user warm with their blood while at the same time draining their blood drop by drop.
‘I try to create work that evokes a dichotomous experience with formal imagery that upon closer inspection reveals some uncomfortable truth about our cultural and biological conditions. My work attempts to challenge our constructed responses to these images by triggering a double take in which the viewer re-evaluates their initial perceptions.’
This exhibition is being presented as part of TWU’s School of the Arts ‘Speaks Out!’ series of events and is co-sponsored by the Dept. of Visual Arts and the Photographic Artist’s Coalition, a student interest organization for photography students at TWU.
Ms. Splan will give a lecture on her work Tuesday, October 27th, 4:00-6:00 pm.
An opening reception will follow the lecture on Tuesday, October 27th, 5:00 to 6:00 pm. 

The exhibit, lecture and reception are free and open to the public. 

Parking is available in the lot South of the Fine Arts Building, at the corner of Texas and Oakland streets.
Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 9 am to 4 pm, when the university is in session. 

The East l West Galleries are located on the first floor of the Fine Arts Building, at the corner of Texas & Oakland streets, on the TWU campus in Denton, Texas, 76201. 

For directions, please go to the TWU website: http://www.twu.edu/visual-arts

If you need more information contact: Vance Wingate at 940-898-2533 / or by email: vwingate@twu.edu
