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“Pla·gia·rize: [1] to steal and pass off [the ideas or words of another] as one's own. . . [2] to commit literary theft” (Merriam-Webster’s online). 
As college students, we know not to rewrite, buy, or pass of another’s paper as our own.  That would be stealing, cheating, and plagiarism.  But we are not as clear about using another’s words and ideas, whether exactly or in summary or paraphrase.  Nor are we clear on copying information from websites.

Hot Tip #1: Not being clear on the rules of plagiarism means that we are more likely to commit unintentional plagiarism.

No matter what your major, you will need to use a style manual for your papers.
Both MLA and APA have new editions out.
Hot Tip #2:  The latest edition of MLA is worth purchasing!

Hot Tip # 3: Quotes must be copied exactly word-for-word from the text you are citing.
Hot Tip #4:  When paraphrasing, be careful to change enough from the original work that it is not considered plagiarism. 
Activity 1: 

Example of a quote to paraphrase:  

“How does it become a man to behave toward this American government today?  I answer, that he cannot without disgrace be associated with it.  I cannot for an instant recognize that political organization as my government which is the slave’s government also” (Thoreau 202).

Choose the appropriate paraphrase:

A.  According to his statements in “Civil Disobedience,” because the government upheld slavery Henry David Thoreau did not want to be involved with the American government in any way during his lifetime (Thoreau 202).

B. This author felt that it was a disgrace to be associated with a political organization which was also a slave government Thoreau 202). 

Hot Tip #5: Whether paraphrasing or summarizing, you must still give credit to the source of the material.
Activity 2: 

Why is this sentence an appropriate summary?

· In the book, “They Say I Say:” The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, the authors Graff, Birkenstein, and Durst describe effective writing tips to help inexperienced writers introduce quotes and research as well as their own ideas, while providing insight into the significance of the topics and addressing naysayers and counterarguments (17-88). 

_____________________________________                     ______________________________________

_____________________________________                     ______________________________________

Hot Tip #6: You must be diligent in avoiding inadvertent plagiarism as the consequences are often the same as for intentional plagiarism.  
Activity 3: 

Here is a quotation followed by three examples.  Can you tell which example is inadvertent plagiarism and which are legitimate summaries or paraphrases?


“Plagiarism occurs when a student obtains portions or elements of someone else’s work, including materials prepared by another person or agency, and presents those ideas or words as her or his own academic work.  The intentional or unintentional use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement shall constitute plagiarism” (TWU Handbook online 53).  

1. The TWU Student Handbook online states that plagiarism occurs when a student uses a source, either a quote or a paraphrase, as their own without properly crediting the source (TWU Student Handbook online 53).
_________________________________________________________________________________
2. According to the definition of plagiarism in the TWU Student Handbook online, any use of someone else’s ideas and/ or words, whether by presenting them as his/her own or without proper acknowledgement of the source, intentionally or inadvertently, will be considered plagiarism.  It is the students’ responsibility to use the proper citations and guidelines required in their classes (53).
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Plagiarism happens when a student gathers ideas or phrases from someone else’s work and attempts to pass them off as his/ her own.  Whether purposeful or not, the use of another’s work by a direct quote or paraphrase without obvious credit is plagiarism.  Students are responsible for using the citation guidelines appropriate to the course or discipline (TWU Student Handbook 53).   
_________________________________________________________________________________

Hot Tip #7: Mentioning what others have said does not diminish the credit you get for you own thoughts.  In fact, it increases your credibility. (Ethos anyone?)
Hot Tip #8: A great book for learning citation techniques is: “They Say / I Say” The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein, and Russel Durst. 
Hot Tip # 9: Cite as you write.  Don’t get into the habit of waiting until the end to make a bibliography and fill in citations.  You can temporarily just put in the author’s name or even number your sources. 
Come by The Write Site CFO 131, call 940.898.2341, or check-out the On-line Writing Lab (the OWL) which you can use to submit papers for assistance!

Just check out The Write Site’s web-page for details!

http://www.twu.edu/writesite
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