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Three Texas Sculptors – Frances Bagley / Tom Orr / Cameron Schoepp

February 17th to March 25th, 2009 

Opening Reception: Tuesday, February 17, 5:00-6:00 pm

Artists Lectures: Tuesday, February 17, 4:00-5:00 pm

TWU Department of Visual Arts Galleries / Gallery Hours: M-F 9am-4pm & by appointment.

Fine Arts Building (Corner of Texas & Oakland) Denton, Texas

Sponsored by Texas Woman’s University and an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts.

   Three Texas Sculptors is an exhibition organized and curated by Assistant Professor Tanya Synar, TWU Dept. of Visual Arts. The three artists had been brought together originally to present a panel discussion at the College Art Association annual conference in Dallas, Texas in February, 2008. Seeing that the artists had similar concerns and themes in their work, Professor Synar developed the Three Texas Sculptors exhibition for the galleries at TWU.

   Frances Bagley, Tom Orr, and Cam Schoepp have worked many years in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, exhibiting artwork in galleries and museums and being important contributors to the development of the arts in North Texas. All work with sculpture as their primary focus, using space and physicality in three dimensions to present their ideas and themes. All three tend to involve the viewer in active participation with the interpretation of the work. There are very few concrete solutions to the questions raised by the work, but pursuing these answers in the work bring very interesting rewards. Formal issues are present, conceptual ideas underpin the presentation, yet viewers’ subjective experiences inform the final conclusions.

   Working with found objects, fabric, raw construction materials and cast forms, Frances Bagley builds affecting, large-scale installations as well as intriguing, intimate sculptures. Their inviting colors and forms mask a disquieting underlying truth that is slowly realized upon multiple viewings and reflection. Frances states, “I find my voice in the process of searching. Informed by situations of social concern and events I have excavated from my personal experiences, the works I create can be both alluring and sometimes uncomfortable.”

   “I am interested in the conveyance of energy and information through form and image.  Although the work is structured from formal elements such as color, line, texture, form and space, the content seeks to evoke feelings of intrigue, memory, delight and even rejection.”

   “I use all aspects of human and animal forms to present investigations into questions regarding man’s relationship to himself, other beings and his environment.  By making the work process apparent and visible, I am attempting to portray the immediate and the vulnerable.” Ms. Bagley was recently included in the Texas Biennial in Austin, Texas, and will be exhibiting other new works at Marty Walker Gallery in Dallas, Texas, where she is represented in March.

   Also using materials usually associated with construction, Tom Orr develops installations that cannot be easily identified or resolved. The work outlines formal issues regarding vision and conceptual issues relevant to space and our realization of space. Speaking about his work, Tom Orr says, “I am not interested in making moral or political statements. I am trying to make something happen during the moment of viewing that does not need description.”   

   “My work exists between painting and sculpture; it activates the space between the wall and the floor.  I feel that by eliminating a certain sense of finish, craftsmanship and containment the viewer is allowed to come to the work with a more direct and immediate insight. When I am intuitively placing, leaning and layering shape, color, shadow and light, I am looking for that moment when thought leaves the materials as well as the object and concentrates on the idea.  What is not there is consistently interesting to me.” Mr. Orr is represented by Marty Walker Gallery in Dallas, Texas and was recently featured in the exhibition Maquettes in 2008.

   Cam Schoepp’s work insists on viewer engagement, physically and intellectually. Commonplace materials are refigured into subtle indictments of casual interpretation and misinterpretation. In speaking about his works with carpets, he says, “It starts with the language. The text is consistently embedded in the chosen material and it is always a fragment, a word or phrase taken out of context, presented for the viewer’s consideration. The letters are not applied to the carpet, instead the carpet is altered to include the letters. The language, both verbal and visual, is the piece, whether it is in the form of an object, a wall, or a rug. The text is always subtle, almost trying to be missed - or noticed by only the most discerning eye.” Mr. Schoepp in a professor at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas and had a show in 2008 at The Gallery at University of Texas - Arlington’s Dept. of Art and Art History and recently had a sculpture installed on the grounds of Concordia University in Illinois.  
For more directions, please go to the TWU website: http://www.twu.edu/maps.asp.

For University and Gallery information, please go to: http://www.twu.edu/soa/va

If you need more information, or would like images of the work or a more complete biography and résumé for the artists, please contact: 

Vance Wingate at 940-898-2533 / 940-898-2530 or by email: vwingate@twu.edu.

