FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




November 6, 2008
Gallery Contact: Vance Wingate 940-898-2533 / 940-898-2530 / vwingate@twu.edu

‘Burden of Proof’ / Nate Larson

November 17 to November 21, 2008 / Opening Reception: Tuesday, November 18, 5:30-7:00pm

Artists Lecture: Tuesday, November 18, 4:00-5:30pm / TWU Department of Visual Arts Galleries, Denton, Texas

Sponsored by Photographic Artists Coalition & Pioneers in Design.

In the West Gallery:

Nate Larson’s ‘Burden of Proof’ exhibition is a series of digital photographs with text that explore the processes in proving how ideas work; if luck is quantifiable; when statements are fact or fiction and how we come to know our personal reality. The 2005 Burden of Proof Series record various seemingly mundane, but very intriguing circumstances that Larson investigates. In one he compares the ‘lucky’ numbers on the back of fortune cookie sayings to find the luckiest ones and investigates what, if anything, the saying on the front may have to do with that luck. In another Larson is using our everyday reliance on search engines and the Internet to see what has been recorded about him. He finds many others with his name, and to quantify the results, presents a picture of each person he finds in the search. Larson's darkly humorous storytelling dissects the line between belief and skepticism, while examining the relationship of photography to both objective and subjective truth.

Nate Larson's photographic work has been widely exhibited across the United States and featured internationally in exhibitions in Canada, Greece, the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain and the United Kingdom. His work has been written about in numerous publications including the New York Times. Larson's photographs and artist books are included in the collections of the Center for Photography at Woodstock, the Banff Centre in Alberta, the Midwest Photographers Project Collection at the Museum of Contemporary Photography Chicago, and McHenry County College, among others. His artwork has received grant support from the Ultimate Eye Foundation (San Francisco, CA); Visual Studies Workshop (Rochester, NY); the Banff Centre (Alberta, Canada); the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs; and the Illinois Arts Council. Larson earned a bachelor of arts from Purdue University and a master of fine arts from Ohio State University. He holds a tenured teaching appointment at Elgin Community College in Illinois.

In the East Gallery:

TYPE + IMAGE: by the Graduate Students in Graphic Design at TWU. 
Students were asked to think about the visual imagery in our culture today and to consider the variety of relationships created by the combination of type and image: cause-and-effect, narrative, visual /verbal metaphor, analogy, simile, collage. So much of the imagery we are exposed to goes unnoticed or is noticed only subconsciously due to the sheer volume produced daily. The ubiquitous nature of imagery and text surrounding us enables the content to be absorbed, yet often go unanalyzed. What messages are sent and how are they received? What stories are told and why? What are the ways in which text influences the imagery seen and what are the hybrid messages created in these relationships?

Ultimately the works created are messages using type and imagery. This message could be a response to things found in the visual culture surrounding them. It could be a statement, a challenge, an opinion, a fantasy, a lie, a dream, a myth, or a passion. They were to observe and document the visual culture. The work takes final form as 12 panel groupings or narrative pages that embody the message.

This exhibit runs concurrently with Burden of Proof.
Artist lecture with Nate Larson will be on Tuesday, November 18th, 4:00-5:30pm in the Fine Arts Building at TWU. An opening reception will be on Tuesday, November 18th, 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 

The exhibit and reception are free and open to the public.

Gallery hours are Monday through Friday, 9 am to 4 pm, when the university is in session. 

The East l West Galleries are located on the first floor of the Fine Arts Building, at the corner of Texas & Oakland streets, on the TWU campus in Denton, Texas. 

For more directions, please go to the TWU website: http://www.twu.edu/maps.asp.

If you need more information, or would like images of the work or a more complete biography and résumé for Nate Larson, please contact: 

Vance Wingate at 940-898-2533 / 940-898-2530 or by email: vwingate@twu.edu
