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8th Annual Joyce Elaine Grant Exhibition

January 13 to February 6, 2009 / Opening Reception: Tuesday, January 27, 4:30-6:30pm

TWU Department of Visual Arts Galleries / Gallery Hours: M-F 9am-4pm & by appointment.

Fine Arts Building (Corner of Texas & Oakland) Denton, Texas

Sponsored by Texas Woman’s University, Photographic Artist’s Coalition, Red River Paper, Anonymous Donor and Coupralux.

In the East Gallery:

Margarida Correia

Solo Exhibition

JEG 2008 Solo Show Award

“Saudade”

   Margarida Correia’s photographs trace direct lines between the past and the present. She joins copies of family snapshots from friend’s albums, which show a treasured item being worn by a family member in the photo. She then photographs the ‘collector’ wearing the item, and then photographs the item itself. The result is a hybrid form of documentary image that considers, at once, the nature of still life, narrative and portrait photography. 

   ‘Saudade’ is a word unique to the Portuguese language. It expresses a way of thinking and feeling that is universally human. One definition from the Oxford English Dictionary is ‘the sadness that is felt by the absence or disappearance of people, things, states or actions; to weigh nostalgia and memories’.

   The weight of years and passage of time are heavy in the photographs of ‘Saudade’, an ongoing series that Ms. Correia has been working on. It is a project that was developed around the relationship of people from her generation (born in the 1970’s), paired with objects of personal use that they hold in sentimental regard, but have no particular monetary value. These are objects that were meant to be ephemeral and subject to the vicissitudes of time, but somehow have lasted until today. Each object is represented in the photographic triptychs by a portrait, taken in present day, of the subject wearing the object, a reproduction of an old photograph of the original owner using the same object, and a still life photograph of the object. Through the grouping of these various ways of presenting the information, Correia evokes different levels of time and forms of representation in photography. She also delineates the relationship between a person and a parent or relative as it is embodied in the objects.

   Mary Frey writes, 

Relationships between mothers and daughters have been longstanding subject matter for visual artists, and Margarida Correia’s images are no exception. In Alison 2004 we discover an awkward youngster seated with her mother staring blankly at the camera. After donning her mother’s shirt she suddenly appears purposeful, even heroic, when depicted in Correia’s portrait.

  Margarida Correia earned her MFA in Photography and Related Media at the School of Visual Arts in NYC, and a MA degree in Painting from the Faculty of Fine Art of the University of Lisbon in Portugal. She has exhibited her work in MYC at A.I.R. Gallery, Camera Club of NY, and Debs & Co. Additional venues include the Griffin Museum of Photography in Winchester, MA; the Weatherspoon Art Museum in Greensboro; the Photographic Center Northwest in Seattle, WA; the National History Museum in Lisbon, Portugal, and the 1999 Biennial of Young Artists from Europe and the Mediterranean in Rome, Italy.

   Correia received the Aaron Siskind Award in 2003 and was an artist-in-resident at the Center for Photography at Woodstock in summer 2005. She has recently shown in Porto and Lisbon, Portugal, and in How Soon is Now? at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, NY.
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In the West Gallery:

8th Annual Joyce Elaine Grant Photography Juried Exhibition

Juried by Katherine Bussard

   Established in 2001 and organized by the graduate photography students at Texas Woman’s University and the Photographic Artists’ Coalition (a student-run photography organization), the annual Joyce Elaine Grant Photography Exhibition provides a national venue for the exhibition of artistic expression as seen through the eye of the camera. Photographers from throughout the United States are invited to submit entries for the exhibition. The exhibition will be on view to the public at the Texas Woman’s University Fine Arts Galleries January 13 to February 6, 2009.

   The exhibition and endowment was established by Christine Shank and a small group of graduate students and named in memory of the mother of Professor Susan kae Grant. Exhibition proceeds will help fund the Joyce Elaine Grant Photography Exhibition Endowment that will fund photography scholarships for future graduate students in the Department of Visual Arts.

   Texas Woman’s University is a comprehensive public university, primarily for women, offering baccalaureate, masters and doctoral degree programs and is the largest university for women in the United States. The University’s photography department has a legacy of excellence by empowering students to take risks, establish a broad vision of the field and develop a personal voice and working methodology.

Katherine Bussard / Juror

   Katherine Bussard is currently Assistant Curator of Photography at the Art Institute of Chicago. She received her BA from Smith College and holds an MA in Art History from Williams College. She has participated in the Whitney Museum’s Independent Study Program and is currently completing her doctoral dissertation on street photography at the City University of New York. Prior to assuming her current position in 2004, Bussard worked for the J. Paul Getty Museum, Clark Art Institute, and Guggenheim Museum. At the Art Institute, she has curated exhibitions from the permanent collection on portraiture and socially concerned photographs. Her recurring series On The Scene showcases new talents in the field of contemporary photography. Her 2006 exhibition So the Story Goes: Photographs by Tina Barney, Philip-Lorca diCorcia, Nan Goldin, Sally Mann and Larry Sultan included nearly 200 works, and she is the author of the accompanying catalogue. She is currently curating a 2009 exhibition of Modern photography from the museum’s collection.

Artists in the juried exhibition are:

Kelly Anderson-Staley (Solo Show Award), Julie Barnofski (Coupralux Award), Natalie Young ($500 Cash Award), Jane Tam (Canon Printer Award), Twyla Bloxham, Dominique Cheyns, Sara Condo, Linn Edwards, Chris Flavin, Jenna Gershback, Leah Gose, Frank Hamrick, Mimi Ko, Katie Koti, Tom Leininger, John Mann, Angela Patterson, Angelita Rodriguez, Ashlae Shepler, Bethany Souza, Todd Stewart, Vaughn Wascovich and Betsy Williamson.

For more directions, please go to the TWU website: http://www.twu.edu/maps.asp.

For Gallery information, please go to: http://www.twu.edu/soa/va

If you need more information, or would like images of the work or a more complete biography and résumé for Margarida Correia, or any of the other artists please contact: 

Vance Wingate at 940-898-2533 / 940-898-2530 or by email: vwingate@twu.edu.
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