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· The epicenter for the Asia and the Arts Series was the Balinese angklung gamelan, which was built specifically for TWU in 2007 by Made Kartawan in Bali, Indonesia.  The angklung gamelan is a collection of pitched metal percussion instruments, bamboo shakers, drums, timekeepers, and gongs. Each pitched percussion instrument has a male and female counterpart that are played together but are slightly out of tune with each other, resulting in a rich, shimmering, brilliant sound. 

· Each gamelan orchestra is believed to have its own spirit which communicates with the divine. For that reason, playing the gamelan is itself a sacred act.  Every new gamelan is blessed before it is sent out to its new home.  Each gamelan is also formally given a name, akin to a new baby in western culture. The name for each gamelan is specifically chosen and represents the individual relationship of the musicians to the instruments, to the environment, and to the divine. The Sruti Kanti Swara gamelan naming ceremony will be conducted in a traditional Balinese manner, and will begin with a large processional bearing instruments, flowers, fruits, and other sweet foods. The ensemble members will dress in traditional Balinese costumes.  

· Due to its rich tradition and beautiful colors and sounds, the gamelan became the image around which the rest of the Asia and the Arts series was created.  For this reason, the opening event for the series, Sruti Kanti Swara, will feature a naming ceremony and performance on October 4 hosted by I Ketut Gede Asnawa, Ayu Putu Niastarika Asnawa, and the TWU Gamelan Ensemble. I Ketut Gede Asnawa is an internationally known gamelan expert who will lead the TWU gamelan ensemble in musical performances as well as accompanying dancer Ayu Putu Niastarika Asnawa. 

· The series begins with the most traditional of the arts events, the gamelan naming ceremony. The rest of the month features arts events which explore not only Asian culture and art, but how Western culture intersects with and is transformed by Asian-influenced art. The final event of the series on Oct. 30, Breaking Boundaries, features how contemporary Western art has been transformed through dialogues with Asian-influenced art. 

· The mission of Asia and the Arts: Transformational Dialogues series is to offer Texas Woman’s University and the surrounding Metroplex area programs, performances, and exhibitions in which traditional and current artistic practices within Asian arts are explored in relationship to artistic practices within Western contemporary culture.

· The month-long series, which will take place in October 2008, will include two collaborative arts events (music and dance; dance and visual arts), three music recitals, one dance residency, one visual arts exhibit, one drama production, and two library exhibits. 

· Cornerstone SOA Events

· Transformation Boundaries: Photography exhibition, opening Tuesday, October 7: featuring photographers Reiko Imoto, Osamu James Nakagawa, and David Gibson; exhibit will be an emotional exploration into issues of life, death, fear, beauty, and transcendence

· Music:  Sruti Kanti Swara October 4, 2008; literally means something we have to listen or to explore through media of friendship/relationship and beautiful of musical sounds. 

· Residency featuring 

· I Ketut Gede Asnawa:  Composer, performer, and scholar, Ketut Gede Asnawa, an accomplished gamelan musician, Asnawa has toured Europe, the United States, and Asia and been invited to teach gamelan to audiences throughout North America and Europe. Since Fall 2006 he has been a taught various styles of Balinese gamelan as a visiting faculty member in the School of Music at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign (UIUC).
· Ayu Putu Niastarika Asnawa:  has been performing Balinese dance since the age of five. She has danced professionally in Bali (at the Bali Arts Festival, among other events) and toured Java, the United States, and Japan.  She has also been a full-time dancer at Catur Eka Budi, Barong and Keris Dance Company in Denpasar Bali (2002-2003). 

· Drama:  Monkey:  The Quest to the West, October 24-25;  a theatrical adaptation of one of the most beloved comic novels from China, The Journey to the West. Created and performed by Laura Jorgensen and Fred Curchack. 

· Dance Residency: Los Angeles based choreographer, Oct. 26-31:  Cheng-Chieh Yu, stages dance theater works that illuminate diasporic issues intrinsic to contemporary culture. Yu’s bold kinetics and provocative imagery are built from the acute corporeality of postmodern dance techniques, fused with the martial arts of Tai Chi Chuan and Ba Gua Zhang. Yu Dance Theatre continually challenges the notions of an Asian and Asian-American profile, crisscrossing issues such as gender ascription, social-political perspectives and cultural boundaries.
