
April 25, 2011 Undergraduate Council Meeting Minutes 

Meeting convened at 2:30 PM in SH 308 with the following members present: Penny Hanstein, Guy Litton, Brian Harding, Jacob Blosser, Pat Devereaux, Don Edwards, Joni Jenson, David Rylander, Claire Sahlin, Terry Senne, Roger Shipley, Elizabeth Restrepo, Karen Petty, Pat Holden-Huchton, Abigail Tilton, Ron Fannin, Linda Kobler, Karleen Lewis, Judith Bean, Heather Speed, Laura Rocchio, Keith Restine, Manal Omary

Video Conference-Dallas:  Gloria Byrd
Guests:  Richard Sheardy, Chair, Department of Chemistry and Physics, Cynthia Macguire, Lecturer, Department of Chemistry and Physics; Barbara Lerner, Director of Academic Outreach and SACS Coordinator
Total Attendees:  27

Not in Attendance:  Jordan Fuchs, Mahmoud Sadri, Sneha Bharadwaj, Shann-Hwa Hwang, Joleesa Berry, Sharon Vincent

Announcements and Documents Distributed:
Announcements:
· Dr. Rylander introduced the councils guests, Richard Sheardy, Cynthia MacGuire, and Barbara Lerner

Documents Distributed:
· Agenda
· Minutes of the last meeting held February 28, 2011
· 2010-2011 Undergraduate Council Highlights 
· Science, Society and Sustainability Certificate Program proposal
· Undergraduate Programs Compliance Committee Progress Report
· SACS Compliance Certification Readiness Review Activity--from Barbara Lerner

AGENDA ITEMS

I. Review of Minutes--The minutes from the February 28, 2011 meeting of the Undergraduate Council were reviewed and approved unanimously.  

II. Undergraduate Council Vacancies/Opening for Fall 2011--Dr. Rylander thanked the council for its hard work and informed members that some of their terms would expire with the conclusion of this semester.  Dr. Rylander said that members can serve again if they’d like and that they are not required to leave after their term.  Individuals who have served two terms are required to sit out one term.  Dr. Rylander advised the council that a vacancy list will be emailed to all members. 

III.  Committee Updates--Having reviewed the Science, Society and Sustainability Certificate Program proposal, the Program Review Committee (Karen Petty, Brian Harding, Terry Senne, Laura Rocchio) recommended approval.  Richard Sheardy, Chair, Department of Chemistry and Physics briefly discussed the program.  The proposal passed unanimously by the council.  

Dr. Rylander applauded the efforts both of the Program Review Committee and the Chemistry and Physics Department in developing the certificate program, a multi-disciplinary program possibly feeding into a QEP—civic engagement.  

IV. SACS Update—Dr. Barbara Lerner--Dr. Lerner discussed the SACS process and current initiatives to ensure compliance.  In her update, Dr. Lerner shared with the council the various teams formed by the university and their functions as they work towards SACS accreditation.  Dr. Lerner advised that the committees are all using Share Point to document.  Dr. Lerner presented the council with a handout, SACS Compliance Certification Readiness Review Activity, which outlines a phased process timeline for TWU’s SACS preparation.

SACS QEP—Dr. Rylander--Dr. Rylander reported on the SACS QEP Committee.  In providing his report, Dr. Rylander emphasized the importance of a strong Quality Enhancement Plan.  The QEP committee received an extension and must have preliminary proposals complete by June.  

SACS Undergraduate Program Committee—Judith Bean reported on the areas overseen by the SACS Undergraduate program including 2.7.3 General Education, 3.5.1 College-level competencies, 3.5.2 Institutional credits for degree, 3.5.3 Program requirements, and 3.5.4 Terminal degrees of faculty.  Determining terminal degrees has presented particular challenge.  Dr. Bean advised that the work is ongoing and that the committee is working with the departments and Information Technology.  
	       
V. Other Business—Dr. Rylander reviewed the highlights for the 2010-2011 Undergraduate Council and thanked all members for their participation in a successful academic year. 

VI. Next Meeting:  Fall 2011


