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PART I
Theory
Answer either question 1 or 2
1. Select from the following theoretical perspectives the one you think has the most to offer sociologists. Discuss the assumptions of the perspective and various uses of the perspective.
a. structural-functionalism

b. microinteractionism

c. neo-Durkheimian

d. conflict

e. rational action theory


2.
Select the one American sociologist who you think has contributed the most to 


sociological theory. Discuss the contribution(s) and defend your choice.

PART II
Methods/Statistics
Answer both questions 1 and 2
1. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of three of the following as techniques of obtaining data:

a. mailed questionnaire

b. participant observation

c. use of available data (e.g. the Census)

d. content analysis of mass media

e. life histories
2. Define and give a real (or contrived) example of five of the following:

a. ordinal level of measurement

b. stratified random sample

c. measure of association

d. test of significance

e. unobtrusive measure

f. longitudinal study

g. ideal type

h. case study

PART III
General Sociology
1. Choose your favorite concept in sociology. Explain it and suggest a concrete application for it.
