M. A. Examination                                                                                                                       Fall 2008
Part I.
1.  Select two of the following theorists and, for each, describe his contribution(s) to sociological

     theory.

                           Emile Durkheim                      Max Weber                          Karl Marx


              Robert Merton                        Georg Simmel
               Talcott Parson

                           Howard Becker
                       Ferdinand Tonnies              George H. Meade

Part II.
2.  Distinguish between three of the following, using examples to illustrate.

                            a.  field research and survey research

                            b.  tests of significance and measures of association


               c.  probability sampling and nonprobability sampling

                            d.  research questions and research hypotheses

                            e.  conceptual and operational definitions

                            f.   experimental and non-experimental research

Part III.           Answer questions 3 and 4.    
3.  Explain clearly four of the following sociological concepts and show how these four can be applied to     

     one of the following areas: social stratification or sociology of the family or minorities or aging or any

     other substantive area of your choice.



  a. reference group                                                   e.  status

                               b. role

                                                          f.  socialization

    
                c. social inequality                                                    g.  power 



  d. culture                                                                    h. norm

4.  If you were to describe the sociological perspective to a non-sociologist, what would you say?

