TEXAS WOMAN'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL WORKPRIVATE 


APPLICATION FOR FIELD PLACEMENT

Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________

TWU Colleague ID#: _____________________________                        Anticipated Graduation Date: ___________

Local Address:
_______________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________St:_______________Zip:______________

Permanent Address (if different): ________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: _________________________________ Work Phone: ___________________________________

                      (w/area code)                                                                   (and times you can be reached) 

Cell Phone #: _________________________________






     

Answering Machine:  _____Yes  _____No.
Is it okay to leave message: _____Yes  _____No.

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Overall grade point average: ________________

Social work GPA: _____________________

Are you a licensed Texas driver? _____________
TDL#: _________________________  Exp. Date: ________
Do you have reliable transportation to the  agency? ________________

Do you have time restrictions on your availability for field work?   ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have conversational skills in any languages other than English?  If so, please specify:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Member of NASW?      Y ____ N ____     


 
Since ______________

Briefly describe any experiences you have had as a volunteer in any type of service organization.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Briefly describe and give dates for your paid work experiences.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Briefly describe your special interests/hobbies.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

While a criminal history does not necessarily eliminate you from participation in field placement, there are certain settings in which a criminal history check is required.  Some agencies have internal rules that would preclude placement of students with a criminal history.  Have you ever been found guilty of a crime or pled anything other than not guilty to a criminal charge, or do you have any criminal charges pending? 

Yes____________     No_____________

If yes, please explain:
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any populations that would be problematic for you to work with?  If so, why?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The final decision regarding field placement is made by the social work faculty, taking into consideration the preferences of the student, the student’s educational needs, availability of sites, the quality of field instruction, and the acceptance of the student by the field instructor and agency. Your input is requested in order to appropriately match student interests, needs, and abilities with agency practice opportunities. If you have a particular agency you would like the faculty to consider, please identify it below under “Additional Comments”. Again, please remember that faculty makes the final placement decision.

Note: Please refer to the following page for a brief description of each Social Work setting.
Please indicate your priorities in field settings. Pick three and rank order them by preference.

____ Child Welfare/Advocacy



____IV-E CPS Program 









       (Child Rights course required)

____Community Mental Health

____ Criminal Justice





____Domestic Violence


  ___ Adult

  ___ Juvenile

____ Medical Social Work




____ Macro practice

____ Emergency Social Services

____ Chemical Dependency Treatment

____ School Social Work (not available in summer)

____ Adoptions

____ Aging (NOTE: HOT JOB MARKET!!!)
Geographical Preference 

Note: Not all settings are available in all areas.  Please indicate if geographical location is your primary concern.

____ Dallas Area



____ Tarrant County



____Collin County 
____ Denton Area



____ Other (Specify:_________)

Do you have any special needs or accommodation requests for practicum?

Additional Comments: Please provide any additional information that will be helpful in assigning you to a practicum site.

Social Work Settings

The following are brief descriptions of several different practice settings.

Child Welfare


Primarily involved in protecting children from abuse and neglect, placing children, and providing supportive services with Children’s Protective Service. Could also include agencies like Big Brothers & Big Sisters and child advocacy centers.  
Community Mental Health


Serves a variety of clients with issues of mental illness and/or mental retardation.  Agencies include MHMR, State Schools, residential centers, and some private psychiatric hospitals.

Criminal Justice


Involves working with offenders and/or victims engaged in the criminal justice system.  Could include advocacy work with the courts, police departments, and the District Attorney’s office, as well as working in probation.

Medical Social Work

 
Typically involves work in hospitals, hospice agencies, community health clinics, rehabilitation centers, or organizations that serve specialized populations such as AIDS Services of North Texas.

Emergency Social Services


These agencies provide emergency services to a variety of clients, many of who are in crisis.  Examples include homeless shelters, runaway shelters, and agencies that provide temporary assistance such as food, clothing, and other resources.

School Social Work


Both Communities in Schools programs (CIS) and local independent school districts employ social workers to provide direct services to students and their families. 

Aging


Social workers provide direct care and family services to older Americans in a variety of settings. Note: Hot career path for social workers!!!

Domestic Violence


Work could include case management in a shelter or outreach center, advocacy in the courts or prosecutor’s office, or work with children from violent families.

Macro Practice

 
Could include community organization, policy analysis, grant writing, agency administration, social justice work and other indirect practice opportunities.

Official Agreement

For Social Work Students Entering Field Placement

I, __________________________, understand that participation in the field as an undergraduate practicum student requires adherence to certain professional standards.  If accepted into the field practicum, I agree to:

1. Read, understand, and adhere to the Codes of Conduct/Ethics of the Texas State Board of Social Work Examiners and the National Association of Social Workers, the field manual, and the TWU Student Code of Conduct.

2. Follow all laws of the State of Texas and all other jurisdictions in which I might practice.

3. Review all agency policies and procedures within two weeks of beginning the practicum and to comply with agency policies and procedures while in the field. 

4. Come fully prepared and participate actively in all scheduled meetings with the Agency Field Instructor.  I agree to meet at least weekly with the field instructor for supervision and notify the practicum instructor if I miss any supervision sessions. I understand that it is my responsibility to arrange supervision meetings with the field instructor.

5. Come fully prepared and participate actively in all practicum seminar classes.  I understand that missing more than two classes during the semester may result in my failing the practicum.

6. Provide proof of insurance if using my vehicle for agency business.

7. Conduct myself in a professional manner at all times.  This includes being punctual, reliable, and responsible in all field practicum assignments, as well as interacting in a professional manner with all clients and co-workers.

8. Negotiate a learning contract with my field instructor, as per instructions, and submit it in writing to the practicum instructor by the second seminar meeting.

9. Attend all meetings and turn in all assignments related to the practicum and the seminar classes as specified in the syllabus.

10.Inform the program and the field agency of current address, phone number, and e-mail at all times so that I may be contacted.

11.Attend the Field Orientation meeting, to be held prior to the beginning of practicum  (students will be notified of the date).
I understand that my academic records and the information contained in this application may be reviewed by TWU faculty and agency personnel in potential field sites.
I further understand that failure to comply with this agreement might result in a failing grade for the practicum and that substantial violation of this agreement could result in dismissal from the program. 

Signature:  ________________________________________________
    

Date: ________________________







Mark Sandel 








Director, Field Education







Social Work Program








Texas Woman's University








Old Main 200A








P.O. Box 425887-5887








Denton, TX  76204








msandel@twu.edu
