Texas Standards for Early Childhood through Grade 12 (EC-12)
Reading Specialist

Course Correlations

The state of Texas has four standards for the All-Level (EC-12) Reading Specialist Certification, and each standard has several corresponding competencies. TWU’s Master’s courses for the All-Level Reading Specialist Certification were examined to ensure that they included these state standards and competencies. After the correlations were completed, new courses were proposed and existing ones were revised. They were submitted to and approved by the curriculum committee in spring 2003. 

The following table indicates the courses in which each competency has  primary/strong emphasis. As a result, the master’s degree in reading covers the competencies for the Texas All-Level Reading Specialist Certification. The degree plan requires 21 hours of reading and a library science literature course. It also allows students to select a nine-hour focus area.  The focus area emphasizes various courses related to the standards, and students often take these courses from other colleges and departments.
The descriptions of each competency are extensive, so the competencies are abbreviated below to fit in the table. The list of standards with related competencies can be found at http://www.sbec.state.tx.us/SBECOnline/standtest/edstancertfieldlevl.asp.
Alignment with Texas Standards for All-Level Reading Specialist Certification

	Master’s in Reading

State of Texas Standards for EC-12 Reading Specialist

Course Correlations

X = primary/ strong emphasis
	READ 5423 Literacy Development: EC-Grade 12 
	READ 5443 Literacy Assessment and Instruction
	READ 5453 Processes & Strategies for Comprehending Texts
	READ 5463 Practicum in Literacy:Analysis of Teaching and Mentoring
	READ 5503 Phonological and Orthographic Systems in Literacy Learning
	READ 5513 Literacy and the Diverse Learner
	READ  5493 Research in Literacy: Responsive Action in Schools
	READ 5463 Seminar in Literacy Research or Professional Paper

	Standard I. Components of Reading:  The Reading Specialist applies knowledge of the interrelated components of reading across all developmental stages of oral and written language and has expertise in reading instruction at the levels of early childhood through grade 12. 

	Oral Language 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phonological and Phonemic Awareness
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Concepts of Print 
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Letter Identification
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Word Identification 
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Fluency 
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Comprehension 
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary 
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Written Language 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Standard II. Assessment and Instruction:  The Reading Specialist uses expertise in implementing, modeling, and providing integrated literacy assessment and instruction by utilizing appropriate methods and resources to address the varied learning needs of all students.

	Assessment 
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Instruction
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Standard III.Strengths and Needs of Individual Students:  The Reading Specialist recognizes how the differing strengths and needs of individual students influence their literacy development, applies knowledge of primary and second language acquisition to promote literacy, and applies knowledge of reading difficulties, dyslexia, and reading disabilities to promote literacy. 

	Addressing Individual Needs 
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	

	English Language Learners 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Students With Reading Difficulties, Dyslexia, and Reading Disabilities 
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Standard IV. Professional Knowledge and Leadership:  The Reading Specialist understands the theoretical foundations of literacy; plans and implements a developmentally appropriate, research-based reading/literacy curriculum for all students; collaborates and communicates with educational stakeholders; and participates and takes a leadership role in designing, implementing, and evaluating professional development programs. 


	Theoretical Foundations of Literacy
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	Research-Based Reading/Literacy Curriculum 
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Collaboration and Communication with Educational Stakeholders 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	Professional Development 
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


