
 
 

    I am a former Travis Elementary Reading Recovery student.  I was taught under 

Ms. Gerber several years ago when I moved to Pampa from Colorado.  At the time I 

didn't realize how bad off I was, although I do remember getting frustrated over 

spelling and English. Today I read the article on the Pampa ISD website about 

Reading Recovery and was surprised to see that the program had been created to 

help the students who suffered the most academically.  The reason that came as 

such a shock is because of how much things have changed in my life since then.  I 

am not writing this to brag, but I want to encourage you that this program works 

very well.  I have been the number one student in my class for the past two years. 

 As a freshman I was fourth in my class of 203, and after that we moved to 

Wellington, Texas where I believe I have continued to grow in my studies.  I am now 

entering my senior year and there is a good chance that I will be valedictorian, and 

if not, salutatorian.  I appreciate the efforts of teachers like you more than I can 

express. I know that God blessed me more than I deserve with such a wonderful 

program.  It saved me, and I don't even want to imagine who I would be without 

Reading Recovery.  I believe that even the kids who seem hopeless have untapped 

and incredible potential!!   
 

    I plan to continue the blessing of reading when I graduate.  I'll be attending 

West Texas A&M to major in education.  I can't think of a better career for me, 

and that's no exaggeration!  I've been volunteering with first graders and 

kindergarteners at the Wellington Opportunity Center for over a year.  I help the 

students with their reading homework and use the principles of phonics I remember 

from Reading Recovery and Ms. Gerber.  I love my job, and even after a day of 

misbehaving children and stress, I leave with a smile and a full, happy heart!  I 

thank God for the chances He's given me to help these kids, to become a teacher, 

and to get out of the deep rut I was in. Thank you for what you do!! God bless you!!! 
 

Sincerely,  

Gari Sue Haddock 


