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Education 
 
Master of Arts Degree in Occupational Therapy Texas Woman’s University  1978                                           
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Occupational Therapy Colorado State University 1958                                         
 
Dissertation 
 
Professional Certification/Licensure:               
Texas Occupational Therapy License Number 101394 12/31/2010 renewal date 
National Board of Certification in Occupational Therapy Number AA143784 
 renewal date 31/2011 
 
Employment 
 
Dates of employment, title, institution/business name 
2009-2008 Associate Professor School of Occupational Therapy Texas Woman’s   
University  
2008-1998 Assistant Clinical Professor School of Occupational Therapy Texas Woman’s 
University 
1998-1991 Instructor School of Occupational Therapy Texas Woman’s University 
1991-1984 Adjunct Instructor School of Occupational Therapy Texas Woman’s 
University 
2009-1991 PRN Week end Occupational Therapist Denton Regional Medical Center 
Denton, Texas 
2009-1986 Contract Occupational Therapist JSCCS Home Health Agency 
1991-1990 Occupational Therapist pathways Psychiatric Program  Denton Regional 
Medical Center, Denton, Texas 
1990-1989 Director of Occupational Therapy Department Brookhaven Psychiatric 
Pavilion, Dallas, Texas 
1989-1988 Occupational Therapist Twin Lakes Psychiatric Hospital , Denton, Texas 
1988-1978 Director of Occupational Therapy Floe Memorial Hospital, Denton, Texas 
1986- 1982 Contract Occupational Therapist Trinity Home Health Agency Denton, Texas 
1975-1974 Graduate Teaching Assistant School of Occupational Therapy , Denton, 
Texas 
1973-1970 Occupational Therapist Fairfax Psychiatric Hospital , Kirkland, Washington 
1968-1966 Occupational Therapist Hill Haven Nursing Home Salt Lake City, Utah 
1965-1961 Occupational Therapist Colorado State Hospital, Pueblo, Colorado 
1960-1959 Occupational Therapist Curative Workshop , Pueblo, Colorado 
 
 
   
                 
 



TEACHING 
 
Courses Taught at TWU 
 
Include course number and title; list only organized courses; separate graduate and 
undergraduate 
 
OT 5361 .01 Occupational  Adaptation Contexts of Childhood  
OT 5561 .01 Occupational Adaptation Contexts of Adolescents to Mid Adults 
OT 5561 .57 COTA Bridge Program Occupational Adaptation Contexts of Adolescents to 
Mid Adults 
OT 5761 .01 Occupational Adaptation Contexts  of Mid to Late Adults 
OT 5761 .57 COTA Bridge Program Occupational Adaptation Contexts of Mid to Late 
Adults 
OT 5524 .01 Occupational Adaptation Adolescents to Mid- Adult Lecture 
OT 5722 .03 Occupational Adaptation of Mid to Late Adult Lab  
OT 5724 .01 Occupational Adaptation of Mid to Late Adult Lecture 
OT 5352 .57 COTA Bridge Program Assessment Process 
OT 5852 .01 Special Issues in Occupational Therapy Process  
OT 5532 .01 Occupational Context 
OT 5012 .06 Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy l 
OT 5012 .55 COTA Bridge Program Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy l 
OT 5022 .01 Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy ll 
OT 5022 .50 COTA Bridge Program Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy ll 
OT 5032 .01 Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy lll 
OT 5032 .50 Systematic Inquiry in Occupational Therapy  lll 
 
OT 4061.01 Observation and Adaptation in the Community 
 
(Courses taught in old curriculum 2001-1991) 
 
OT 5973 .01 Prof. Paper 
OT 5361 .01 OT Work Leisure & Daily Living 
OT 5231 .01 Graduate Clerkship 
OT 5023 .01 Graduate Applied Analysis of Wood and Clay 
 
OT 4432.O1 Psychiatry Lecture 
OT 4212 .01 Occupational Therapy in Psych. Conditions Lab 1 
OT 4231 .01 Occupational Therapy in Psych. Conditions Lab 2 
OT 4272 .01 Occupational Therapy Community Lecture 
OT 4271 .01 Occupational  Therapy Community Lab  
OT 4911 .01 Independent Study 
OT 3221 .01 Occupational Therapy Intro to Clinical Procedures 
OT 3022 .01 Occupational Therapy Applied Analysis Fibers 
OT 2211 .o1 OT Clerkship 
OT 2023 .01 Applied Analysis Wood and Clay  
 
 Doctoral Dissertations 
 
 
Master’s Theses 



Master’s Professional Papers 
 
Include student name, name of paper, year completed or in progress, and your role 
(chair, committee member) 
 
(Chairman for the following Master’s Professional Projects Completed in Spring 2008) 
 
Jenny Ketchum : Occupational Therapy Services to the Older Driver 
 
Jim Muse :Occupational Therapists Working With Owners of Drivers Education Schools 
to Increase the skill of seniors who wish to continue driving  using safe driving 
techniques. 
 
Sandra Neal : Occupational Therapists Helping Families of Children with Autism Create 
A Level of Safety in the Home. 
 
Shelly Cox: Best Practices for Occupational Therapists Serving Patients with 
Parkinson’s in a Home Health Settings 
 
Shalonda Willie: Occupational Therapy Evaluation and  Implementation of Services with 
Seniors who Experience Body Weakness 
 
Sarah Smith: Occupational Therapy Evaluation and Intervention of Reflex Response 
Rates in Senior Drivers 
 
Courtney Humphries: Occupational Therapy Interventions Provided in a Community Out 
Patient Day Program for Consumers with the Diagnosis of Bi-Polar Disorder 
 
Stephanie Fullerton : Occupational Therapy Evaluation and Implementation of Strategies 
of Safe Driving for  Seniors who Display Primary Aging Issues of Upper Extremity 
Muscle Weakness 
 
Tracy Hiser : Occupational Therapy Evaluation and Implementation of Strategies of Safe 
Driving for Seniors Who Display Primary Aging Issues of  Vision 
 
April Palomino: Occupational Therapy Interventions in home Health Services when 
Spasticity Affects Function for Patients with Parkinson’s 
 
 
(Chairman for the following Professional Papers completed in Spring 2007) 
 
Heather Muller : Best Practices for Home Health Occupational Therapists : Home Health  
Occupational Therapist providing Suggestions for Clothing Management  for   Persons 
with Disability 
 
Cheri Mazziotta: : Home Health Occupational  Resource Guide when Reintegrating the 
Patient into the Community 
 
Rebecca Egger : occupational Therapy for Stroke patients in the Home Environment : 
Home Health Therapists Providing Meaningful home Programs for the Patient.  
 



Sabrina  Cooley :  Occupational Therapy Building Competencies in Children with Autism: 
Forming Protocols to Guide City of Denton Champs Special Needs Baseballl Team in 
their Pursuits to Build Self- Esteem 
 
(Chairman for Professional Projects Completed in Spring 2006) 
 
Rashida Booker: Best Practices for Home Health Occupational Therapists 
 
Kristen Gladden: Living at Home with Multiple Sclerosis : Home Health Occupational 
Therapists’ Approach to adapting the Environment at Low Cost for Multiple Sclerosis 
Patients.  
 
 
Kristy Kortland: The Effects of Multiple Sclerosis: How Home Health Occupational 
Therapists’ Use of Low cost Environmental Adaptations can better the Lives of Their 
Patients 
 
Racheal Lippe : Safe Driving for Seniors : Occupational Therapists Helping Seniors form 
Strategies for safe Driving  
 
 (Chairman for Professional Projects completed in 2005) 
 
Jane Sloan : Driving Self-Assessment Tool for the Safe Driving Resource Center  
Located in Seniors In Motion  in Denton, Texas 
 
 (Chairman for Professional Projects Completed in 2004) 
 
Pattie Plummer: Educating the Occupational Therapy Student  on Constraint Induced 
Movement Therapy : For  Use in  Rehabilitating Individuals Post Cerebral Vascular 
Accident. 
 
Chairman for Professional Projects completed in 2003 
 
Carolyn Rupp : Fieldwork One Students ‘ Perception of Occupational Therapy Practicum 
in Public Schools 
 
Debora Smith : Fieldwork One Students ‘ Application of academic Learning in a Public 
School Practicum 
 
Lacie Herron: Fieldwork One Occupational Therapy Students , Attitudes Towards 
Persons with Chronic Mental Illness 
 
 
Bianca Tiran: The Fieldwork One Occupational Therapy Student ‘s Ability to understand 
and Use the Occupational Adaptation Theory in the Clinic 
 
 ( Chairman for Professional Projects Completed  in 2000 ) 
 
Kelly Hafercahmp : Multiple Sclerosis Management Guide for Therapists 
 
Chairman for Professional projects completed in1999 



Susan Dobb: The Psychosocial  Effects of Traumatic Brain Injury on Patients and Teri 
Families. 
 
Heidi Lucky: Eating Disorders and Occupational Therapy Interventions 
 
Gaylan Burkett : Post polio Syndrome and Implications for Occupational  Therapy 
 
Elaine Perkins: The use of Purposeful Activity and ROTE Exercise in Occupational 
Therapy 
 
Sharon Jerrett : Sensory Integration and Hippo Therapy Treatments for Children 
 
Rachel Gist: The Treatment  of Schizophrenia in Occupational Therapy 
 
Pattie Beatty: Upper Extremity Exercise in Occupational Therapy, 
 
(Chairman for Professional Projects in Progress Spring 2009:) 
 
Katherine Bennett: Educating the Fieldwork One Student: Communicating with the 
Consumer in Health Care: 
 
Brandy Chaney: Educating the Fieldwork One Student: Communicating with Supervisors 
and C0-Workers in Health Care 
 
Audrey Lopez: Professional Development: The Fieldwork One Student Working Within 
the Team environment and Contributing to team Success 
 
Tami Richmond : Fieldwork One Students : Time Management Skills Needed in the 
Workplace 
 
Heidi Rocha : The Fieldwork One Clinical Supervisor: The Role of Mentor in a 
Experiential  Learning Environment  
 
Michelle Pullig : Educating the Fieldwork One Student in Conflict Resolution 
 
Margaret Torti: Educating the Fieldwork One Student in Skills of Empathy  
 
Lana Crenshaws: Educating the Fieldwork One Student   
 
Olivia Benningfield: Educating the Fieldwork One Student 
   
Other Scholarly Teaching, Mentoring and Curricular Achievements 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP/CREATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
 
Refereed Publications or Other Creative Achievements 

 
Non-Refereed Publications or Other Creative Achievements 
       



Articles:  
 
Advance for Occupational Therapy Practitioners, The Nation’s Occupational Therapy 

News Magazine,( Feb.2002 ).Fieldwork One Evolves: Texas Woman’s University’ 
fieldwork one curriculum changes for master’s level  entry .Ellie Raffen , Jo Ann  
Newman 

 
 
Presentations at Professional Meetings 
 
Include meeting name and professional organization, place, date, title of paper, poster,  
etc., and publication information, if appropriate.  
 
Vanderkooi  Lectureship Texas Woman’s University ( 2006) 
Therapeutic Use of Self: Treating Clients in Crisis 
Melissa McClung  MOT OTR / Ellie Raffen MA OTR 
 
Vanderkooi  Lectureship Texas Woman’s University (2005) 
Raised By Noah : What a Child with Autism HAS Taught his Family 
Ellie Raffen MA OTR, Dawn Vassh  MS, LPT, Melody Easterling, MS, LPT 
 
Vanderkooi Lectureship : Texas Woman’s University (2002) 
Community Partnerships : Occupational Therapy Day Treatment Programs  
Ellie Raffen  MA OTR 
 
 
 
Honors and Awards 
 
Recipient  of the Quarterly PRIDE AWARD from Columbia Denton Regional Medical 
Center Rehabilitation Department, in recognition of excellent and innovative clinical 
occupational therapy skills. 
 
Fellowships 
 
Grants 
 
Scholarly Works in Progress 
 
Raising Noah: A non-verbal Child with Autism: Writing an article   
Submit article for publication 2009-2010  
Present article at Support Groups for parents of Children with Autism 2009-2010 
Authors: Ellie Raffen MA.OTR, Melody Easterling MS LPT, Dawn Vassh MS , LPT 
 
 
Other Research and Creative Achievements 
 
   
2007-2006  Safe Driving Training For Seniors ,Research partner with JSCCS Home 
Health Agency co- owners, Jean Sewart LPT , Rudy Sewart OTR: This project started 
serving consumers in April 2006, implementing a safe driving program for seniors. 



 
2007-2002  Developing Protocols for Task Related Group Activities Useful and 
Meaningful to Clients in Outpatient Mental Health Day Programs : Helping the day 
program at MHMR  write protocols for interventions that would meet The TDMHMR 
requirements  in teaching consumers  daily living skills. 
 
2006 Research partner with JSCCS and Advanced Rehab. Trust Home Health . 
Developed standards of treatment for agency therapists to reach above Medicare 
Guidelines . In-services began in 2006 on use of the skills assessment and competency 
check list that had been developed. 
 
2005 –Partnering with JSCCS Home Health Agency and Advanced Rehab Trust Home 
Health Agency ; Identifying ways to control cost when suggesting equipment and 
adaptations to increase patients safety, and independence in the home.  
 
2003 – Approved for a level 1 Exempt IRB research project to determine if a mentoring 
relationship in a participatory model for level one fieldwork would increase the students' 
mastery of content of concurrent and prior academic training. Curriculum change.  
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
 

Service Activities for the Component, College, University 
 
Committees, internal guest speaking, etc.  Include dates of service. 
2009-2005 Member School of Occupational Therapy Retention committee 
2009-2005 Member School of Occupational Therapy Admissions and Retention 
Committee 
2009-2000 Member School of Occupational Therapy COTA to MOT Bridge Program 
Planning Committee 
2009- Member School of Occupational Therapy Self Study Committee on Fieldwork One 
2009 Member of School of Occupational Therapy Search Committee 
2009-2006 Faculty Advisor Student Occupational Therapy Association 
2008 School of Occupational Therapy Committee for Policy on Background History for 
Students 
2008 Chair Student Awards and Recognition Committee 
2007 Member School of Occupational Therapy Search Committee 
2007 Member TWU College of Health Science Ethics Committee 
2007 Member TWU College of health Science Retention Committee 
2006 Liaison to Department Of Psychology for Students Entering the Psychology to 
MOT Fast – Track Program 
2006 Member School of Occupational Therapy handbook Committee 
2006 Member School of Occupational Therapy Curriculum Committee 
2005 Member Student Life University Committee 
2004-2004 Member School of Occupational Therapy Health Studies Liaison Committee 
2004 Member School of Occupational Therapy Space Utilization Committee 
2004-2002 Faculty for Student mentoring Program Sponsored by Student Life 
2003 Chair New Curriculum Fieldwork One Evaluation Form Committee 
2003 -2002 member School of Occupational Therapy Faculty Evaluation Committee 
drafting Criteria for Evaluation 



2001 Member School of Occupational Therapy Search Committee 
2000-1996 Member TWU Faculty Senate 
        Member Executive Committee Faculty Senate 
         Member Faculty senate Committee on Development of Administrative 
            Evaluation 
        Secretary Faculty Senate   
 
Service to the Profession 
 
List membership, committee service, offices held, editorial boards, etc.  Include dates of 
service 
 
American Occupational Therapy Association #143784 
Texas Occupational Therapy Association       # 2265 
 
Service to the Community 
 
(2009 -2000) 
 
Member Advisory Board, Seniors in Motion Fitness Center-Wellness Through Education 
for Senior Citizens  
Volunteer Leader Senior Fitness Classes Denton Bible Church Senior Life Program  
Volunteer Leader Task Group for Consumers of MHMR IN Touch Program 
Member Advisory Board Denton Count Adult Day Care Program 
Member Advisory Board Denton County MHMR  
 
 

OTHER 
 
 
Significant Professional Development Activities: 
 Continuing Education Courses Completed: 
 
Stroke Rehabilitation, A Functional Approach: 30 hour course completed in 2008 
 
Therapy of the Shoulder :Treatment of the Frozen Shoulder, The Shoulder in 
Hemiplegia, The Surgical Shoulder Impingement Syndrome of the Shoulder  
30 hour course completed in 2007 
 
Neurovascular Consequences of Cumulative Trauma Disorders Affecting  the Thoracic 
Outlet     
Evaluation and Treatment of Brachial Plexus Lesions 
30 hour course completed in 2006 
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder  30 hour course completed in 2005 
 
Enabling Communication In Children with Autism :30 hour course completed 2004 
 
Syndrome of Non Verbal Learning Disabilities :30  hour course completed in 2003 


