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Nominees 

A publication of the School of Library and Information Studies                                            Summer 2008                               
Texas Womanõs University 

In early July 2008, SLIS staff member, Ms. Sarah Merrill, met 

with Dr. Robert Martin to interview him about his career, his 

views on the future of libraries, and his plans for retirement.  

 
When asked how he became a librarian, Dr. Martin explained 

that it was a circuitous route. His mother was a librarian in 

the Houston and Galveston area, but this did not influence 

him in his career choice. He went to graduate school at the 

University of Texas at Austin, majoring in  History, but 

decided not to complete the program. Instead, he got a 

Library Assistant position in the Barker Texas History Center 

(now known as the Center for American History), in the UT 

Austin Libraries, where he became interested in Texas 

historical ma ps.  
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Texas State Library and Archives Commission, and as a 

Professor at TWU SLIS. Dr. Martin has received many awards 

and honors throughout his career, most recently being named 

a Fellow of the Society of American Archivists. He is an active 

speaker and presenter at many conferences, and he has been 

appointed to numerous governmental boards and 

commissions, including the National Council for the 

Humanities and the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO. 

Please see Martin  on page 2 
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Dr. Robert Martin, TWU SLIS Professor 

and Lillian Bradshaw Endowed Chair, 

has announced his retirement from 

TWU, effective on August 31, 2008. 

Dr. Martin has had an illustrious 

career as both an administrator and 

researcher, serving as Director of the 

IMLS, Director and Librarian of the 
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That led him to a Research Associate position in Special 

Collections in 1979. Dr. Martin earned his Master of Library 

Science degree from the University of North Texas while 

working at UT Arlington. His research interest in archives and 

histor ical collections led him to pursue a PhD in Library 

Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

which he completed in 1988.  

 

While working on his doctoral degree, Dr. Martin was hired as 

Associate Dean for Special Collections at the Louisiana State 

University Libraries, a position he held from 1985 to 1995. Dr. 

Martin also taught courses as an adjunct professor for the 

School of Library and Information Science at LSU. While at 

LSU, he was influenced by Sharon Hogan, Director of the LSU 

Libraries, who was well known in the library world and was a 

former president of the Association of College and Research 

Libraries. From LSU, Dr. Martin went to the Texas State 

Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC), where he was 

Director and Librarian from 19 95 to 2000. During that time, 

he served on the TWU SLIS Advisory Board and became 

interested in moving from practice to professoriate. His 

relationship with faculty members at TWU led to an offer of 

employment, and he became Professor and Interim Director 

of TWU SLIS in 1999, a position he stayed in until 2001 when 

he was appointed as Director of the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services (IMLS). After his appointment at the IMLS 

ended, Dr. Martin then returned to TWU SLIS in 2005 as 

Professor and Lillian Bradshaw Endowed Chair.  

 

When asked about the accomplishments he is most proud of 

since coming to TWU SLIS, Dr. Martin responded that his most 

important accomplishment is the IMLS -funded PELSC grant 

project (Professional Education for Librarians in Small  

Communities). This is a project that he had in mind and felt 

had needed to be done for some time because of its potential 

for positively impacting small community libraries. He said 

that the purpose of the grant project is to help practitioners 

get their professional degree and to extend their networking 

community.  

 

 

 
 

Dr. Martin felt this project had a high probability of getting 

funded by the IMLS, and he is already seeing successful results 

from the grant, especially in terms of the bonding and 

networking aspect for the grant cohort. He also feels that this 

grant enhances the perception of TWU in the State of Texas.  

 

Ms. Merrill next asked Dr. Martin about the accomplishments he 

is most proud of from his entire career, and Dr. Martin  replied 

that the opportunity to serve as Director of the IMLS was the 

most important of his career.  

 

He said that it was an extraordinary  opportunity for him to 

make a contribution on the national level .  Dr. Martin served as 

Director of the IMLS from July 2001 to July 2005.  Prior to his 

service at the IMLS, Dr. Martin was Professor and Interim 

Director of  TWU SLIS from August 1999 to July 2001. He 

explained, however, that his time as Director and Librarian of 

the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) was 

what led to his appointment as Director of the IMLS. Dr. Martin 

sought the IMLS position because he thought it was important 

for it to go to a professional librarian, instead of someone 

without much experience in the field. At TSLAC, Dr. Martin felt 

he made important contributions to the State by bringing 

resource-sharing to a broader level of collaboration and also by 

writing n ew standards for school libraries. He had the 

opportunity to work with Laura Bush on projects when she was  

First Lady of the State of Texas, and he often introduced her at 

events and ceremonies throughout the State. His experiences at 

TSLAC and his acquaintance with Laura Bush led him to pursue 

the IMLS position.  

Please see Martin on page 3 

 

At the IMLS, Dr. Martin oversaw several important events in the 

agency, including completing the integration of the agency from 

two separate agencies: the Library Programs Office, which was 

under the Department of Education, and the Institute of 

Museum Services. The two agencies were combined in 1996 

under the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) to make 

the IMLS, but the Library Services and Museum Services 

programs continued to operate separate grants administration 

staffs until Dr. Martin led the effort to combine them. He sa id 

that his efforts to integrate the two programs helped the 

agency find its identity.  
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Dr. Martin recently attended a pre - conference at the 2008 ALA 

Annual Conference by the Urban Libraries Council, the theme of 

which was òForesight 2020ó 

(http://www.urbanlibraries.org/events/foresight2020.html ). 

This conference featured Dr. John Seely Brown, an expert in 

scenario planning, and the theme of his presentation was òWhat 

Does Learning Look Like in 2020?ó  

 

In his presentation, Brown said that the learning process will 

become more informal, collaborative, and self -directed, and 

libraries need to support this. Dr. Martin said that it is 

important for libraries to face this  need by accommodating new 

patterns of usage and providing physical and virtual spaces for 

people to collaborate and socialize.  

 

When asked if he has any advice for TWU SLIS, Dr. Martin said 

that he thinks SLIS is on the right track with redesigning the 

masterõs program curriculum. He hopes that TWU will continue 

to see itself as a òLibraryó school, preparing professionals to 

practice in libraries. He feels that SLIS needs to prepare 

students for challenges and to evolve with the field. As for 

advice for SLIS students and recent graduates, Dr. Martin 

recommends that they invest in themselves by participating in 

the profession at large, through involvement in professional 

organizations, such as TLA and ALA, and through continuing 

professional development.  

 

Finally, Ms. Merrill asked about Dr. Martinõs plans for 

retirement. He said that he plans to write and has several 

projects in mind, including writing a cartographical piece and 

turning his dissertation into a book. He also plans to volunteer 

in community organizations and to travel in the United States.  

 

-- Sarah Merrill, SLIS Assessment Officer 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Martin said that his main duties at the IMLS were to promote 

the agency and to work with state library director s because the 

agency distributes grants to all the state libraries. He spoke at 

many state library conferences and supported and strengthened 

the annual WebWise conference hosted by the IMLS. Dr. Martin 

also oversaw the creation of the Laura Bush 21 st Century 

Librarian Program, the purpose of which is to provide 

scholarships to future librarians, to support library education 

and research, and to recruit the next generation of librarians. 

Interestingly, the TWU SLIS PELSC grant is funded by the Laura 

Bush 21st Century Librarian Program.  

 

Dr. Martin worked with Mrs. Bush and her staff to convene the 

White House Conference on School Libraries in June 2002. This 

conference brought together educational and governmental 

leaders from throughout the country in orde r to demonstrate 

the important role that school libraries and librarians play in 

improving communities 

(http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/initiatives/schoollibrari

es.html). After the success of this conference, the 21 st Century 

Librarian Program was created, and it is now a $26 million 

program.  

 

Another big achievement for Dr. Martin at the IMLS was 

attaining its reauthorization by Congress in 2003. The Museum 

and Library Services Act, which was originally passed in 1996, 

goes up for reauthorization every 5 or so years. In 2003, the act 

was successfully reauthorized, which means that Congress will 

continue to appropriate funds for the IMLS through 2009, when 

it goes up f or reauthorization again  

(http://www.imls.gov/about/services2003.shtm ).  

 

Ms. Merrill then asked Dr. Martin for his view on the future of 

the field of librarianship. Dr. Martin said that he think s the 

future is fairly bright and that libraries need to broaden their 

vision about what they do. He said that libraries need to create 

more value in communities, think in terms of how they can 

foster solutions to community problems, and provide 

opportunit ies for lifelong self -directed learning.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.urbanlibraries.org/events/foresight2020.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/initiatives/schoollibraries.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/initiatives/schoollibraries.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/initiatives/schoollibraries.html
http://www.imls.gov/about/services2003.shtm
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 The GLISA Officers and GLISA advisor Dr. Janine Golden 

hosted a mixer at the Hyatt Regency in Dallas during the 

2008 Texas Library Association Annual Conference. 

Several GLISA members, SLIS students, and SLIS faculty 

attended for fun conversation, giveaways, and 

refreshments. It was wonderful getting to know GLISA 

members face-to-face! GLISA would like to thank Dr. Ling 

Hwey Jeng and SLIS for sponsoring the refreshments 

provided at the mixer.  

 

During the Spring ô08 semester GLISA worked on re-

designing our t-shirt and offered a design contest to SLIS 

students, allowing some to express their artistic side. 

Design winner Jenny Ethington received a free t -shirt, 

and her design can be seen on our new t-shirts and tote 

bags! The new GLISA t-shirts and totes were sold at both 

the GLISA mixer and SLIS exhibit hall booth at the TLA 

Conference in Dallas. You can also visit the GLISA web 

site for information on ordering a t -shirt and/or tote bag.  

 

The 2009 TLA Conference will be held in Houston in April 

2009. Itõs a great opportunity to immerse yourself in the 

library world, participate in lively discussions, and 

network with other library pr ofessionals, as well as meet 

your fellow students and professors in person. Hope to 

see ya there!  

 

GLISA officer elections for 2008-2009 will be held soon. 

Election information will be posted on Blackboard for 

those interested in running for an officer pos ition so 

stayed tuned!  

 

--Kelly Brouillard, GLISA Treasurer/Membership 

Coordinator 

 
 
 

GLISA News 

 
 

  2007 ð 2008 GLISA Officers 
 
 
  President: Taylor Lincecum  
  VP of Projects: Amy Castillo  
  VP of Publicity: Sonnet Brown  
  Secretary: Bonnie Fitzpatrick  
  Treas./Mem. Coord.: Kelly Brouillard  
 
 
 

Welcome New Faculty 

Dr. Myongho "Lee" Yi joins the TWU 
SLIS faculty as Assistant Professor 
starting Fall 2008.   Dr. Yi recei ved 
his M.S. from the University of 
North Texas and his Ph.D. from 
Florida State University .   Prior to 
joining TWU, Dr. Yi was on the 
faculty of the University of 

Oklahoma. 

 

Dr. Yi 
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SLIS Activities at TLA  

At the 2008 Texas Library Association Annual 
Conference in Dallas, SLIS hosted the annual 
Alumni reception at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
The reception was enjoyed by SLIS alumni, 
current students, faculty, and staff members. 
Prior to the Alumni reception, the GLISA 
officers hosted a mixer for current and 
potential GLISA members at the Hyatt 
Regency.  
 
As part of the Professional Education for 
Librarians in Small Communities (PELSC) grant, 
SLIS held a mentoring orientation session at 
the TLA conference for the grant recipients 
and their mentors on Friday, April 18. This 
session was led by Dr. Janine Golden, Dr. Ling 
Hwey Jeng, Dr. Robert Martin, Ms. MaryAnn 
Kitchens, and Ms. Cherri Shelnutt. Dr. Martin, 
Dr. Jeng, and Ms. Shelnutt also presented a 
conference program about the PELSC grant on 
Tuesday, April 15. 
 
The SLIS booth in the Exhibit Hall received 
many visitors, where our key chains and pens 
were very popular. The exhibit booth provided 
the opportunity for many current and former 
SLIS students to meet or catch up with SLIS 
faculty members, who staffed the booth.  
 
SLIS was well represented at the 2008 TLA 
conference, with several faculty members 
presenting at the conference, including Dr. 
Kaye Bray, Dr. Janet Hilbun, Dr. Eileen 
McElrath, and Dr. Sylvia Vardell. In addition, 
Dr. Eileen McElrath served on the Planning 
Committee f or the 2008 TLA conference, and 
Dr. Janine Golden was honored at General 
Session II of the conference on Thursday, April 
17, when she received the TLA/DEMCO 
Research Grant award.  
 

 

Students at SLIS reception at TLA 

 (Lorraine Collins & Courtney Kincaid)  

 

 

More students at SLIS TLA reception 
 (Sandy Schultz, Erlinda Eagleton,  

 and Mary Merrell)  

 

PELSC Grant Cohort members at the  

TLA Presidentõs All-Conference Party 
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The participants of the 

Professional Education for 

Librarians in Small 

Communities (PELSC) here at 

Texas Womanõs University 

have now been introduced to 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

thus enabling a regular communication process to begin 

between each pair.  

 

These pairs were notified to attend the formal 

mentoring orientation session held at the Texas Library 

Association conference on Friday, April 18, 2008, from 

1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Dallas Convention 

Center. Because some of the paired individuals are not 

located geographically close, an additional hour was 

provided to enable the partners to meet  face to face. 

Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng and Dr. Robert Martin welcomed 

the group of 29 mentees and 27 mentors, and Ms. 

MaryAnn Kitchens spoke about the mentor matching 

process that was created by her, Ms. Cherri Shelnutt, 

and the Committee. Dr. Janine Golden presented the 

content and the logistics of the mentoring project. The 

partners were given the  what, who, why, how, where 

and whens of the formal mentoring process create d for 

PELSC. Included in this was a focus on the technique of 

mentoring, the expectations and potential challenges 

of the relationships, best practices, and how the 

program will be evaluated and coordinated. Dr. Golden 

emphasized that the partners need to be meeting 

together a minimum of once per month. This 

communication will be done face to face, by e -mail, or 

by way of a telephone call. One major requirement of 

the grant is that the mentor will visit the menteeõs 

worksite. A deadline has been set for Jan uary 1, 2009, 

for this event to take place. TWU will stay in close 

communication with the partners. In addition, an 

online survey to inquire as to the type and amount of 

interaction occurring between the mentors and 

mentees is planned to be administered du ring the Fall 

semester by Dr. Golden. 

 

--Dr. Janine Golden, SLIS Assistant Professor 

 

 

 

Alumni Information  

PELSC Grant Mentoring Program 
 

the formal mentoring process as a major part of this 

PELSC Project. Aft er these thirty public library workers 

from across the State of Texas received their orientation 

session at the TWU campus in January 2008, which was 

funded through an IMLS grant, a mentoring component 

has now been added to their program. Adapting a formal  

mentoring model based on one created by Dr. Janine 

Golden, the mentoring committee created and detailed 

a timeline. Mentor application forms and guidelines 

were constructed to enable the mentor recruitment to 

begin. In collaboration with the Texas State L ibrary and 

Archives Commission, library leaders throughout Texas 

were invited to voluntarily give of their expertise by 

assuming the role of mentor to the PELSC participants. 

Leaders were invited from the Tall Texans, the Texas 

Library Association Small Community Libraries Round 

Table, and Texas Library Association Leader Members. 

Thirty -one mentors were accepted for this program.  

 

Both the mentee interest form and mentor 

interest/application forms were distributed and 

collected online by the PELSC Committee composed of 

TWU faculty and staff, Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng, Dr. Robert 

Martin, Dr. Janine Golden, Ms. MaryAnn Kitchens, Ms. 

Cherri Shelnutt, and Mr. Ted Wanner from the Texas 

State Library. Based on the information given on these 

forms, the PELSC Committee Members reviewed and 

offered input into the mentor/mentee matching 

process. Once the pairs were matched, both the mentors 

and mentees were given one anotherõs contact numbers, 
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Congratulations Spring 2008  Graduates  

Kristen Adkins 
Shawna Bird 
Nancy Boss 

Cherie Bronkar 
Sonnet Brown 
Pamela Bryce 
Leslie Byrne 

Angela Carballo 
Kenna Cathcart 
Laura Choma 

Pamela Collins 
Robin Colvin 
Susan Corapi 

Cathy Craigmiles 
Jennifer Cross 

Karen Ellis 
Jennifer Ethington  

Debra Feuchter 
Staci Golman 
Jennifer Guth  

 

 

Kay Harper 
Wanda Headley 

Jill Heare  
Shelby Heiberger 

Laree Hensley 
Sallie Herrmann 

Melanie Hite 
Bonnie Hobbs 

Pamela Isaacson 
Sabrina Jackson 
Ruby Jergensen 
Marilyn Jones 

Joelie Key-Tissot 
Kungwha Kim 
Brigid Kosek 

Vickie Linthicum  
Amy Louthan 
Susan Mauldin 

Chandra McPherson 
Katherine Mendoza 

Amy Miller 
Sharla Mitchell 

Nima Moore 

 
 

  

  

PELSC Cohort Students Prepare for Orientation 

 

Lori Morton 
Kimberly Nelsen 

Pamela Neubauer 
Karen Nickell 
Sylvia Noble 
Daniel Okoro 

Jessica Ordich 
Rosalyn Reyna-Rodriguez 

Matthew Riley 
Martha Robertson 
Megan Rodeffer 

Beth Roland 
Denise Rusk 

Heather Schubert 
Debra Sharp 
Toni Smirniw 
Melissa Stock 

Yaowaluk Suwannakhae 
Cheryl Thomas 

Michelle Touchet  
Lori Wallis 

Laura Warren 
Mary Warren 

 
 

 

  

PELSC Mentoring Session 
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SLIS Alumni Information  

SLIS has an online form where alumni can update their 

contact informati on. If your contact information has 

changed recently, please complete the form so that we 

may provide you with future updates on the School. 

This also ensures that you will receive your copy of the 

SLIS Newsletter in the mail.  

 

To access the form, please go to the Alumni page on 

the SLIS website 

(http://www.twu.edu/cope/slis/alumni.htm ) and click 

on the Update Your Alumni Information  link. This will 

take you to our Contact Information Update survey. 

Thank you for your assistance! 

 

 

 Upcoming Events 
 

 

  
  

 SLIS Fall Forum, October 3-4, 2008, 

Denton, TX 

 ALA 2009 Midwinter Meeting , January 

23-28, Denver, CO 

 TLA Annual Conference, March 31- 

April 3, 2009, Houston, TX 

 

Congratulations to 2008 SLIS Scholarship 
Recipients  

D. Genevive Dixon Scholarship  
Cassandra Arnold 

 
Donna Jean Billington Scholarship  

Cynthia Mahon 
 

Ex-Student Library Science 
Scholarship  

Karen Raborn 
 

H.W. Wilson Library Science 
Scholarship  

Cassandra Arnold 
Cynthia Mahon 
Karen Raborn 
Kathy Vossler 

 

 

Mildred Dulaney Scholarship  
Kristine Clark 

Ellen Craft  
Hope Holman 
Kathryn Morris 
Silvia Striegler 

 
Nita Parker Brogdon Scholarship  

Diamond Clark 
 

Ralph & Kay West iho Frances 
Meyers Decordova  

Kathryn Morris 

http://www.twu.edu/cope/slis/alumni.htm
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òMy exploration of virtual worlds has provided a wonderful 

opportunity for learning with librarian colleagues in a new medium. 

Virtual worlds are certainly exploding online with the recent 

additions of Googleõs Lively  and Vivaty Scenes (accessed through 

Facebook or AIM). The virtual world that has paved the way for 

education and librarianship is Second Life. While critics have 

complained about the òhigh learning curve,ó I have found the energy 

and effort spent in creating and networking in this new mode to be 

well worth it.  Librarians must be leaders in emerging technology in 

order to continue to serve our communities in p roviding the best 

sources for information delivery.ó 

 

Highlights of Valerieõs recent virtual activities and presentations on 

those activities include the following:  

 

Valerie presented at the Virtual Worlds Libraries, Education, and 

Museums conference in Second Life on March 8, 2008. She shared a 

PowerPoint presentation in -world and a machinima that featured the 

òLand of Lincolnó Immersive Learning Environment which can be 

viewed at http://blip.tv/file/723086?filename=Valibrarian -

LandOfLincoln320X240664.mov. At the Public Library Association 

Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota, March 25-29, 2008, Valerie 

presented virtually on òLibraries in Virtual Worlds: The Purpose and 

the Potential ó with Dr. Hyuk-Jin Lee, SLIS Assistant Professor.  Slides 

from the virtual presentation can be seen on Slideshare at 

http://www.slideshare.net/vali brarian/hill -lee-lib -virtual -worlds-

316708. Valerieõs work was showcased on the ALA American Libraries 

Direct e -newsletter published on April 23, 2008. She created a 

machinima in Second Life for National Library Week that is featured 

in the news item enti tled òBlue Skunk Johnson.ó The machinima can 

be viewed at http://blip.tv/file/933196 .  

 

Valerie participated in the 2008 TWU Student Creative Arts and 

Research Symposium, held on April 22-23, 2008, which included the 

opening of the TWU Second Life Island featuring virtual poster 

sessions. Valerie presented a virtual poster, entitled òVirtual World 

Libraries: What's Needed? What's Next?,ó which evaluated the 

Alliance Library System developed in Second Life. The Alliance 

Library System is one of nine multi -type library systems in Illinois, 

which facilitates re source sharing for the citizens of Illinois. It has 

established a presence in Second life, where it hosts a staffed virtual 

reference desk.  Valerieõs machinima of the TWU symposium can be 

viewed at http://blip.tv /file/856582 .  

 

Valerie also participated in the First California Library Association 

Program in Second Life in May 2008. She created a machinima about 

the event with some voice clips of David V. Loerscher (author of Ban 

Those Bird Units! ). The machinima can be viewed at 

http://blip.tv/file/933196 .  

 

Valerie played the role of the schoolmarm on the òLand of Lincolnó 

during the òStepping Into History Conferenceó held in Second Life on 

June 24, 2008. This conference was offered by the Alliance Library 

System and LearningTimes to explore òthe possibilities of using 

virtual worlds to teach history and to promote its appreciationó (from 

http://w ww.learningtimes.net/news_20080510.shtml ). A machinima 

of the event can be viewed at http://blip.tv/file/1024950 .  

 

On June 30, 2008, at the National Educational Computing Conference 

(NECC) in San Antonio, Texas, Valerie led historical tours at the 

virtual Alamo on ISTE Island in Second Life. The Texas Computer 

Education Association now has a virtual presence on ISTE. The event 

was held simultaneously in San Antonio at the opening celebration of 

the Internationa l Society for Technology in Education (ISTE). Shots 

from the virtual Alamo can be viewed at http://blip.tv/file/1042270  

and also on Animoto at 

http: //animoto.com/play/XInHv4j0eilPtoWZpad0tw . Valerie has also 

created a slidecast called òTech Tools for Librariansó on Slideshare, 

available at http://www.slideshare.net/valibrarian/technology -

tools-for -librarians -slidecast. 

 

Congratulations to Valerie on all her recent achievements and her 

promotion of libraries in the virtual world.  

 

--Sarah Merrill, SLIS Assessment Officer 

 

 

 

 

Student Spotlight : Valerie Hill, SLIS Doctoral Student  
 

SLIS doctoral student, Valerie Hill, has 

been very active in the virtual world, 

working with other l ibrarians in Second 

Life, where she is known as òValibrarian 

Gregg.ó When she is not working in the 

virtual world, Valerie is a School 

Librarian at Ethridge Elementary in 

Lewisville, Texas. She now has an office 

in Second Life called Valibrarian 

Research located on Talis Cybrary Island, 

where librarians from around the globe 

are collaborating. Valerie also has a blog 

at http://vhill.edublogs.org/ , which 

provides more information about her 

latest presentations and machinima. 

Valerie provided this personal note  about 

her virtual activities:  

 

 

http://blip.tv/file/723086?filename=Valibrarian-LandOfLincoln320X240664.mov
http://blip.tv/file/723086?filename=Valibrarian-LandOfLincoln320X240664.mov
http://www.slideshare.net/valibrarian/hill-lee-lib-virtual-worlds-316708
http://www.slideshare.net/valibrarian/hill-lee-lib-virtual-worlds-316708
http://blip.tv/file/933196
http://blip.tv/file/856582
http://blip.tv/file/933196
http://www.learningtimes.net/news_20080510.shtml
http://blip.tv/file/1024950
http://blip.tv/file/1042270
http://animoto.com/play/XInHv4j0eilPtoWZpad0tw
https://owa.twu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.slideshare.net/valibrarian/technology-tools-for-librarians-slidecast
https://owa.twu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.slideshare.net/valibrarian/technology-tools-for-librarians-slidecast
https://owa.twu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://vhill.edublogs.org/
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SLIS Mission, Goals, and 

Objectives 

SLIS MISSION 

Texas Womanõs University School of Library and 

Information Studies educates professionals to become 

leaders in practice and research in the field of libr ary 

and information services; inspires intellectual curiosity, 

scholarship, and research to expand knowledge in 

library and information studies; and develops leaders 

who promote exceptional services in libraries within 

diverse communities.  

 

SLIS GOALS 

The School of Library and Information Studies prepares 

students for professional roles in library and 

information services.  

 Develop professional competencies that reflect 

appropriate balance between theory and 

practice.  

 Prepare students to use technological ad vances 

to meet the changing information needs of a 

diverse society.  

 Contribute to the improvement of library and 

information services through teaching, 

research, publication, and professional service.  

 Advance the information professions through 

the develop ment of new knowledge in library 

and information studies.  

 

SLIS OBJECTIVES FOR MASTERõS PROGRAMS 

The programs of study leading to the degrees of Master 

of Library Science and Master of Arts in Library Science 

are accredited  by the American Library Association. 

The masterõs degree programs are designed to prepare 

information professionals who will:  

1) Articulate an understanding of the dynamic role of 

librarianship as a profession and the changing roles 

of libraries as agencies;  

2) Demonstrate ability to apply the principles of 

acquiring, organizing, delivering, and preserving 

information and knowledge;  

3) Use knowledge and skills to perform effectively in 

professional positions;  

4) Employ technologies to meet information needs in a 

variety of contexts;  

5) Analyze social issues that have an impact on 

professional practice;  

6) Plan for continuous, career -long professional 

development;  

7) Recognize the value of participation in professional 

organizations and activities.  
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School of Library and Information Studies  

Accomplishments, 200 8 
 
 
FACULTY AND STAFF 
 
Dr. Lynn Akin , SLIS Associate Professor, Dr. Janet Hilbun , SLIS Assistant Professor, Dr. Hyuk -Jin Lee , SLIS 
Assistant Professor, and Dr. Diane Neal presented a proceeding paper, entitled òBlogs, Wikis and Online 
Competencies: An Action Research Look at Methods, Preferences, and Presentation,ó at the 2008 TCEA 
Educational Technology Research Symposium on February 5, 2008, in Austin, Texas. Their paper was published in 
the Texas Computer Education Association Conference Proceedings, volume 2, pages 11- 22, 2008.  
 
Dr. Lynn Akin  and Dr. Janet Hilbun  were nominated as Favorite Faculty at the annual TWU Spring Senior 
Breakfast. Favorite F aculty are nominated by graduating seniors as those faculty members who have made the 
most impact upon their college career.  
 
Mr. Walter Betts , SLIS Adjunct Instructor, is the Past Chair of TLA District 5 and is the Chair -Elect of the TLA TALL 
Texans Round Table. He is also a member of the TLA Vision Task Force and the 2008 TLA Program Committee. Mr. 
Betts was also a speaker at the North Texas Regional Library System (NTRLS) TechNet 2008 conference, focusing 
on technology in libraries, on June 12, 2008, in  Fort Worth, Texas.  
 
Dr. Kaye Bray , SLIS Assistant Professor, made a presentation, with Mr. Greg Hardin, entitled òCutting-Edge 
Technologies for Online Instruction and Communicationó at the 2008 Texas Library Association annual conference 
in Dallas, Texas, in April 2008. Their presentation is available at 
http://www.brayweb.com/TLA2008Presentation.pdf .  
 
Ms. Sue Carrigan, SLIS Administrative Assistant, was the recipient of a TWU Pion eer Proud staff award in March 
2008. This award honors dedicated staff members on all TWU campuses.  
 
Dr. Janine Golden , SLIS Assistant Professor, has won the 2008 Texas Library Association/DEMCO Research Grant 
Award. Dr. Golden received the award in April  at the Texas Library Association Conference held in Dallas, Texas. 
Also at the 2008 TLA conference, Dr. Golden presented the orientation session for the PELSC Formal Mentoring 
Workshop on April 18, 2008.  
  
Dr. Janine Golden  was nominated for a TWU Redbud Award for outstanding faculty advisor for a student 
organization in April 2008.  
 
As of January 1, 2008, Dr. Janine Golden  assumed the duties of Co-editor of the monograph Advances in Library 
Administration and Organization  now published by Emerald Press. She has replaced Dr. Edward Garten and has 
joined the staff of Dr. Delmus Williams and Dr. James Nyce for Volume 26.   
 
Dr. Janine Golden  presented a full day workshop entitled òMentoring for Career Developmentó in May 2008 at the 
University of Texas campus in Austin.  Dr. Golden was invited to deliver this workshop to UT Library School faculty 
as well as to the participants of the Stepping Up: Library Leaders for the 21st Century Grant  recipients.    
 
Mr. Greg Hardin , SLIS Adjunct Instructor, was the Events Co-Chair of the Local Arrangements Committee for the 
2008 Texas Library Association Annual Conference held in Dallas, Texas, in April. Mr. Hardin was also a co-
presenter, along with Dr. Kaye Bray, SLIS Associate Professor, of òCutting-Edge Technologies for Online 
Instruction and Communicationó at the 2008 TLA Conference. Their presentation is available at 
http://www.brayweb.com/TLA2008Presentation.pdf .  
 
Dr. Janet Hilbun , SLIS Assistant Professor, made two presentations at the New Mexico International Reading 
Association State Conference on April 9 -11, 2008. One presentation was with Dr. Jane Claes and Dr. Linda 
Alexander of the University of Houston -Clear Lake, entitled òTeacher and Librarian, A Dynamic Duo.ó Her other 
presentation was with Dr. Jane Claes, entitled òCoast to Coast: State Book Awards.ó 
  
 

http://www.brayweb.com/TLA2008Presentation.pdf
http://www.brayweb.com/TLA2008Presentation.pdf
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Dr. Hilbun  also presented a paper with Dr. Jane Claes, Dr. Linda Alexander, and Dr. Paula Griffith, all of the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, entitled òTeacher and Librarian Collaboration: How to Become a Dynamic Duo,ó 
at the 2008 Texas Library Association annual conference in Dallas, Texas, on April 18, 2008.  
  
Dr. Hilbun  participated in òThe Best of the Best from University Presses: Books You Should Know About,ó a 
presentation by AAUP and AASL on the best books for young adults from university presses at the 2008 American 
Library Association annual conference in Anaheim, California, on June 29, 2008. Dr. Hilbun served on the AASL  
University Presses Books Selection Committee, which selects these books. This presentation was to be taped by C -
Span.  
  
Dr. Hilbun  was also appointed to the Young Adult Library Services Associationõs (YALSA) Fabulous Films for Young 
Adults Committee and the Distinguished Service Award Committee of the American Association of School 
Librarians (AASL).  
 
Dr. Gretchen Hoffman , SLIS Assistant Professor, successfully defended her dissertation, òNegotiating Normative 
Institutional Pressures and Maintaining Legi timacy in a Complex Work Environment: A Multiple Case Study of Three 
Academic Cataloging Units,ó and graduated from Emporia State University with her Ph.D. in May 2008. 
 
Dr. Jeff Huber , SLIS Professor, is co-editor, along with J.A. Boorkman and J.C. Blackw ell, of the 5 th edition of 
Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences , Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2008.  
 
Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng , SLIS Professor and Director, co-authored a refereed article with A. A. Moore, M.J. Miller & 
V. J. Pitchford, entitled òMentoring in the Millennium: New Views, Climate and Actions,ó published in New 
Library World , 109(1/2), pages 75 -86. 
 
Dr. Jeng  gave a keynote speech, òWhatõs New ð What Changes ð The Future of Libraries is in the Community,ó for 
the Freda K. and Robert B.  Giles Lecture at the Friends of the Dallas Public Library Annual Meeting on May 20, 
2008 in Dallas, Texas. 
 
Dr. Jeng  moderated the 2008 Texas Library Association Annual Conference program, òNeed to Know but Got No 
Dough: Staff Development for Small Public  Libraries,ó on April 15, 2008, in Dallas, Texas. She also gave a speech 
at the program of Asian Pacific American Librarians Association Annual Conference, entitled òAsian/Pacific 
American Leaders in Libraries: A Rare Commodityó on June 29, 2008, in Anaheim, California.  
 
Dr. Jeng  served as a reviewer on the Overview Panel of 2008 IMLS Laura Bush 21st Century Recruitment for 
Librarians Grant Program.  She was elected to the Texas Library Association, Executive Board, as a Representative -
At-Large for a three -year term for 2008 -2011. She was re-elected to the American Library Association, Council, as 
a Councilor-At-Large, for her 3rd term for 2008 -2011. Dr. Jeng has also served as a member on the United Way of 
Denton County, Youth Way Community Investment Commit tee for two years and has recently been appointed as 
the co-Chair of this Committee for 2008 -2009. 
 
Dr. Jeanette Larson , SLIS Adjunct Instructor, has published a new book, The Public Library Policy Writer: A 
Guidebook with Model Policies on CD-ROM, co-writ ten with Dr. Herman L. Totten, published by Neal -Schuman in 
June 2008. 
 
Dr. Larson  has published several recent articles in Book Links:  

 òTalking with Jane Yolen,ó March 2008 

 òTalking with Milton Meltzer,ó July 2008 

 òThe Scene of the Crime: Investigating New Mysteries,ó January 2008 
 
Dr. Jeanette Larson  moderated panels at two programs at the Texas Library Association Conference in April 
2008, one on audiobooks for public libraries and the other on non -fiction for middle grade readers. Also, she 
served as a mentor for the TLA Tall Texans Leadership Development Institute in June 2008.  
 
Dr. Larson  was appointed to the ALA/ALSC nominating committee to select candidates for various offices and 
award committees. She was also appointed to the ALA/YALSA William C. Morris Young Adult Debut Award. This 
new award, to be presented for the first time in January 2009, honors a debut book published by a first -time 
author writing for teens and celebrating impressive new voices in young adult literature.  
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Dr. Larson  was also selected as a reviewer for the US Department of Education Improving Literacy Through School 
Libraries grants. The purpose of this grants program is to improve student reading skills and academic 
achievement by providing increased access to up -to-date school library materials; well -equipped, technologically 
advanced school library media centers; and well -trained, professionally certified school library media specialists.  
 
Dr. Hyuk -Jin Lee , SLIS Assistant Professor, and Valerie  Hill , SLIS doctoral student,  presented a poster, entitled 
òLibraries in Virtual Worlds: Purpose & Potential,ó at the Public Library Association virtual conference 2008 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, March 25-29, 2008. Dr. Lee also had a short proceeding paper/poster, entitled òMediated 
Information Retrieval in Web Searching,ó accepted for the American Society for Information Science & Technology 
(ASIS&T) 2008 annual meeting in Columbus, Ohio, October 24-29, 2008.  
 
Ms. Brenda Mallory , SLIS Secretary, received a TWU Pioneer Proud staff award in March 2008. This award honors 
dedicated staff members on all TWU campuses.  
 
Dr. Eileen McElrath , SLIS Assistant Professor, had 2 articles published in blind peer-reviewed journals:  

 With Kate McDowell. òBuilding Community in Distance Education Courses.ó The Journal of Online 
Learning and Teaching. February 2008.  

 òFree Websites of Value for Humanities Student and Faculty Scholars.ó Library Philosophy and Practice.  
April 2008.   

 
Dr. McElrath  gave two peer-reviewed presentations:  

 òActivities for Different Learning Stylesó presented at the refereed Faculty òWorks-in-Progressó Poster 
Session at the Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE) Annual Conference in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, January 2008. 

 With Dennis Clark and Lynda de los Santos. òActivities for Different Learning Styles.ó  Presentation at the 
Texas Library Association Annual Conference in Dallas, Texas, April 2008.  

 
Dr. McElrath  also was appointed by past TLA President, Steve Brown, to serve on the Texas Library Association 
Planning Committee for the 2008 TLA Annual Conference in Dallas, Texas. This committee service from 2006 -2008 
included facilitating, coordinating and introducing five sessions at the TLA annual conference.   
 
Dr. Chris Salerno , SLIS Adjunct Instructor, has been appointed by Texas Library Association President Melody 
Kelly to serve on the Professional Rights and Responsibilities Committee for a three -year term from 2008 to 2011. 
Dr. Salerno also completed his third year as At -large Representative on the Executive Board of TLA. He has also 
produced a movie demonstrating effective  classroom teacher-school librarian collaboration meant for use in LS 
5333 and LS 5443. It is being hosted independently at 
mms://videoondemand.cfbisd.edu/mm/tlc_collaboration_512.wmv . 
 
Dr. Sylvia Vardell , SLIS Professor, has published a childrenõs literature textbook, Childrenõs Literature In Action: 
A Librarianõs Guide, Libraries Unlimited, 2008.  Dr. Vardell also published an article in the June 2008 issue of 
Booklist,  entitled òMy Odyssey Voyage.ó 
 
Dr. Vardell  has published three installments of her òEveryday Poetryó column for Book Links magazine: 

 òEveryday poetry: Poetry ôsweepsõ the 2008 awards,ó May/June 2008 

 òEveryday poetry: ôDoingõ science with poetry,ó March/April 2008 

 òEveryday poetry: Pairing poems across cultures,ó January/February 2008 
 
Dr. Vardell  was interviewed and recorded for the website, ReadWriteThink.org. This òexpert interviewó by Emily 
Manning is entitled òChatting About Books: Recommendations for Young Readers,ó which is part of òEpisode 2 ð 
Playful Poetry Books to Share.ó The interview is available at 
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/podcastsvideos/CAB/002_playful -poetry.asp.  
 
Dr. Vardell  also moderated her fourth annual poetry panel at the 2008 conference of the Texas Library 
Association in Dallas, Texas. That panel included the following poets: Linda Sue Park, Alan Katz, John Frank, 
Juanita Havill, and Adam Rex.  
 
 
 

mms://videoondemand.cfbisd.edu/mm/tlc_collaboration_512.wmv
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/podcastsvideos/CAB/002_playful-poetry.asp
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Dr. Vardell  presented two workshops on poetry for librarians in Plano ISD (February 2008) and in Mansfield ISD 
(June 2008). She also served as a member of the Cybils Award committee on childrenõs poetry, which is awarded 
by childrenõs literature bloggers, and as a judge for the second Childrenõs Poet Laureate established by the Poetry 
Foundation in Chicago.  
 
Dr. Myongho Yi, SLIS Assistant Professor, published a book in March 2008, entitled Topic Maps-based Ontology 
and Semantic Web - Ontology-Driven Information Retrieval System , published by VDM Verlag Dr. Mueller e.K.    
 
Dr. Yi  presented a paper with Misook Heo, entit led òAn Empirical Study of the Learning Effect of an Ontology -
driven Information System,ó at the ACM Hypertext 2008 conference, a joint conference with JCDL (Joint 
Conference on Digital Libraries), June 16 -20, 2008, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
 
Dr. Yi  also served as a member of the 2008 ALISE Statistical Report Advisory Committee.  The ALISE Statistical 
Report is a valuable membership service, published by the Association for Library and Information Science 
Education, which supports library and information  science education and research.  
 
 
ALUMNI 

 
Shirley Hansen Biladeau , a 2007 MLS graduate, is now employed by the Idaho Commission for Libraries as 
Continuing Education Consultant, responsible for coordinating continuing education activities for librarians w ithin 
the state of Idaho.  
 
Michelle Boulé , a 2004 MLS graduate, was named as one of the Library Journal  2008 Movers and Shakers. 
Described in the March 15, 2008, LJ article as the òGeek Librarian,ó Ms. Boule is a Social Sciences Librarian at the 
University of Houston. The article highlighting Ms. Boule is available at 
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6535082.html .  
 
Rachael Green Clemens , a 1998 MLS graduate, is working on a doctoral degree in the School of Information and 
Library Science at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. Ms. Clemens entered the PhD program at UNC in 
fall 2007. Previously she worked as a reference and instruction librarian at California State Unive rsity Fullerton 
for six years and as a public relations administrator for Lexus. She and husband, David, and their 3 -year-old 
daughter, Linden, decided to try a new adventure in North Carolina.  
 
Gwendolyn Alyssa (Sadler) Parkinson , MLS graduate, and her husband, Tim, had a beautiful baby girl, Natalie 
Rose, on January 1, 2007. Ms. Parkinson is on extended maternity leave but still reviews for School Library 
Journal .  
 
Dr. Jo Anna Patton , a 2007 MLS graduate, has published an article about library collection  development in a 
foreign language, entitled òYou're Not Bilingual, So What?ó in the April/May 2008 issue of Library Media 
Connection, volume 26, issue 7, pages 22-25. Dr. Patton is a Library Media Specialist at Davis Elementary in Fort 
Worth, Texas.  
 
Ms. Eva Poole, Director of the Denton (TX) Public Libraries and SLIS MLS graduate, delivered the Spring 2008 
commencement address for the TWU College of Arts and Sciences commencement ceremony on the Denton 
campus on May 10, 2008.   
 
STUDENTS 
 
Congratulatio ns to SLIS students, Debra Breithaupt, Shan Martinez, and Jaime Parker,  for winning the 2008 
Texas Library Association Scholarships. Debra Breithaupt  won the Van Dusen-Brady-Tobin Scholarship, an award 
of $1,000. Shan Martinez  won the Escue Memorial Scholarship, which is a $1,000 award, and Jaime Parker  won 
the Summer Scholarship, a $500 award.  
 
Congratulations to Beth Enochs, SLIS masterõs student, who received the Christina B. Woll Memorial Fund grant 
award at the 2008 TLA annual conference in April in D allas, Texas. This grant is awarded to Texas school or public 
libraries that demonstrate excellence in their childrenõs literature collections or programs.  
 
 

http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6535082.html



