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Mr. Patrick Heath  

In late July 2009, SLIS staff 

member, Ms. Sarah Alexan-

der, interviewed Mr. Patrick 

Heath, president -elect of the 

Texas Library Association and 

member of SLIS Advisory 

Council, about his interest in 

and service to libraries as 

well as his vision of Texas 

libraries.  

When asked how he became 

Interested in libraries, Mr. Heath explained that like many 

people, he has always been interested in reading and librar-

ies.  As a young child, his first library was across the street 

from a fire station.  The windows were open in the summer, 

as there was no air conditioning, so the òultimate experi-

enceó was to be reading and hear the alarm go off in the 

fire station!  He went on to talk about his high schoolõs mag-

nificent library that had 18 -foot ceilings and painted beams 

where he had study hall every day and indulged in unas-

signed pleasure reads such as Thomas Hardyõs novels. 

 

Mr. Heath is the former mayor of Boerne, Texas, having 

served his community in that capacity for 20 years.  During 

his tenure as mayor, he had a strong conviction about the 

value of community spirit and a sense of place.  As mayor, 

Mr. Heath was able to exert some influence on these factors 

while presiding over the legislative duties of the city council 

and performing ceremonial duties.  In both arenas he could 

see how influential the library was and is, in honing commu-

nity values.  He remains committed to the belief that a li-

brary is one of the essential elements in a communityõs rich-

ness as well its vitality. ( continued, p. 2)  

Interview with Patrick Heath,  

TLA President-Elect 

Cecily Ponce de Leon at 

Frisco Public Library 

Practicum Profile: Cecily Ponce de Leon, 

Frisco Public Library  

For her practicum experience, 

Cecily worked at Frisco Public 

Library in Frisco, Texas. Mr. David 

Black was her site supervisor in 

the Youth Services department. 

Frisco Public Library serves a 

large, growing community north 

of the Dallas/Fort Worth 

Metroplex. During the month of 

June, the library served 8,000 

patrons during the childrenõs and 

young adult programs. Mr. Black  

was excited to have Cecilyõs help during the busy summer 

months. 

 

Cecily enjoyed working with the knowledgeable and helpful staff 

at Frisco Public Library. Her site supervisor provided opportuni-

ties for Cecily to work on a variety of projects as she gained valu-

able field experience. During her Practicum, Cecily utilized the 

skills learned during her TWU course work as she (continued, p. 3)
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(continued from p. 1) Some of Mr. Heathõs current service 

commitments include being co -chair of the Library Capital 

Campaign Committee, serving on the Board of Trustees for 

Amigos Library Services, and the commitment of which he is 

most proud, TLA President.  Although his commitments at 

the local, state, and national levels related to elected of-

fice are now behind him, he still has some opportunities to 

serve, such as being a board member on the Morningside 

Ministries Foundation and Cactus Pear Music Festival, serv-

ing as the Advisory Council Chair for Preservation Texas and 

serving as a non-scientist member of the Institutional Ani-

mal Care and Use Committeeõs Southwest Foundation for 

Biomedical Research. 

 

Ms. Alexander next asked what he thought the major issues 

and concerns of libraries were, especially in Texas.  He then 

explained that his perspective is based on being a lay sup-

porter of the library community and his community service 

in a small city.  He stated that one of the continuing chal-

lenges is to be understanding and accommodating to the 

needs and wishes of the community being served.  He feels 

this to be especially true of public and school libraries but 

probably academic as well.  He went on to explain that find-

ing financial resources to do this work of transforming to 

meet the needs of a changing constituency is another chal-

lenge with the answer not necessarily being to become more 

virtual, but more flexible and creative in the mix of services 

provided.  His growing concern is that the library building 

not be abandoned entirely as especially in smaller communi-

ties, it serves as a place, a visible presence that is critical in 

making apparent the community -building significance of the 

library.  

 

His vision of Texas libraries is straightforward in the sense 

that he feels libraries should continue to serve as examples 

for building and maintaining a sense of community, adapt to 

changing technological trends but stay grounded in core 

services, listen carefully to the wishes of their constituents, 

share best practices with each other, take seriously their 

role as educators and explore new ways to meet the infor-

mation needs of expanding and changing constituencies.  

Finally, Ms. Alexander asked Mr. Heath if he had any suggestions 

on how TWU can prepare our library students for the future of 

librarianship and future societal needs.  He said, òI take it for 

granted that TWU will provide students with a superior education 

in the subject matter of professional librarianship.  In addition, I 

hope all librarians will cultivate these habits:  

Curiosity: Seek out and give attention and careful thought to 

the issues and facts you have never considered before;  

Critical thinking: Look closely at the claimed authority for 

the principles, theories, and assertions you are asked to ac-

cept;  

Flexibility: Weõve always done things the way weõre doing 

them now, except before we started doing them this way!;  

Balance: Donõt be disengaged from your work or other re-
sponsibilities, but learn to put all your priorities in the con-

text of a life worth living.ó 

ñMs. Sarah Alexander, SLIS Academic Advisor 

Dr. Robert S. Martin Appointed 

Professor Emeritus 

Dr. Martin  

The Honorable Dr. Robert S. Martin, re-

tired TWU SLIS Professor and Lillian Brad-

shaw Endowed Chair in Library Science, 

was accorded the status of Professor 

Emeritus by the TWU Board of Regents in 

recognition of his distinguished service to 

Texas Womanõs University and the Col-

lege of Professional Education.  

Dr. Martin was TWU SLIS Professor and Interim Director from 1999 

to 2001, when he was appointed as Director of the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services (IMLS). In 2005, Dr. Martin returned 

to TWU SLIS as Professor and Lillian Bradshaw Endowed Chair, 

until his retirement in August 2008. In November 2008, Dr. Martin 

was honored by former President George W. Bush with a Presiden-

tial Citizens Medal. Dr. Martin continues his service to the library 

profession by serving on the Advisory Committee on the Elec-

tronic Records Archive of the National Archives and Records Ad-

ministration, on the National Council on the Humanities, and on 

other advisory boards.  



 

 

TWU Doctoral Student Receives Fellowship 

from International Honor Society 

Zhixian (George) Yi  

Zhixian (George) Yi, a Texas Womanõs 

University Ph.D. candidate in library 

sciences, is one of only four graduate 

students in the U.S. selected to receive 

a 2009 Eugene Garfield Doctoral Disser-

tation Fellowship from Beta Phi Mu, the 

international library and information 

studies honor society.  According to 

Beta Phi Mu, the Garfield Fellowship  

is given annually to library and information and information sci-

ence doctoral students to complete their dissertations and carries 

a cash stipend of $3,000. 

 

òI am grateful for these funds that will allow me to have the 

means to devote the necessary time to my dissertation research 

and writing,ó Mr. Yi said. òIt also is a tremendous honor to re-

ceive recognition for my work from my peers and those I admire 

in the library profession.ó 

 

Mr. Yi expects to receive his Ph.D. from TWU in December and his 

dissertation topic is òThe Management of Change in the Informa-

tion Age ð Approaches of Library and Academic Directors in the 

U.S.ó He has published extensively and presented at numerous 

national and international conferences, including at the Shanghai 

International Library Forum in China in 2006. He received his mas-

terõs in library science from Southern Connecticut State Univer-

sity and his masterõs in English Language and Literature from Cen-

tral South University in Hunan Province, China.  

 

Beta Phi Mu was founded in 1948 by a group of leading library and 

information professionals and educators to recognize and encour-

age scholastic achievement among library and information studies 

students. For more information, visit www.beta -phi-mu.org.  
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(continued from p. 1) weeded the juvenile nonfiction collec-

tion, ordered materials for the young adult horror section, 

and staffed the reference desk. Cecily also participated in 

childrenõs programming and assisted with family storytime 

events.  

 

Cecily enjoyed her practicum at Frisco Public Library and, 

combined with her experience as a Library Services Repre-

sentative at the Haggard branch of Plano Public Library, 

feels that the opportunity has given her a well -rounded 

knowledge of youth services and allowed her to further ex-

plore childrenõs and young adult literature. She is looking 

forward to working as a public librarian after graduation.  

 
ñMs. Kimberly Kinnaird, SLIS Practicum Coordinator  

Welcome, New Staff Member! 

SLIS welcomes our new Academic Advisor II, Ms. Sarah Alex-

ander.  Sarah has been a member of the TWU community 

serving as an accompanist in the Dance department and a 

member of the Graduate School staff prior to her new role 

in SLIS.  She also is a composer working on a piece of music 

for TWU Visual Arts faculty member Susan kae Grant for an 

installation of Professor Grantõs photography to be shown in 

a gallery in Santa Fe, NM. 

Stoddard Hall on the TWU Denton campus, 
location of SLIS offices 
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Myrtle Gebert Isensee Endowment  

for Library Sciences 

The Myrtle Gebert Isensee Endowment for Library Sciences 

was established through the estate plans of Mrs. Myrtle Ge-

bert Isensee. Mrs. Isensee was born to August and Hattie 

Jochen Gebert on October 5, 1916, and grew up in Schulen-

burg, Texas. She graduated from TWU (then Texas State 

College for Women) in 1939 with a Bachelor of Arts in Li-

brary Science. As a student, she was very involved on cam-

pus, serving as an officer in the Library Science Club as well 

as a student advisor and assistant. After graduation, Mrs. 

Isensee taught in the Texas public school system for many 

years including teaching in Atlanta, Lockhart and Schulen-

burg, Texas. Mrs. Isensee volunteered extensively at the 

Schulenburg Public Library for more than 25 years and was 

named Schulenburg s Citizen of the year in 1989 for her ser-

vice to the community. Mrs. Isensee passed away on July 10, 

2008, and was predeceased in death by her loving husband, 

George W. Isensee. This generous gift provides general sup-

port for the greatest needs of the School of Library and In-

formation Studies at Texas Womanõs University. The Texas 

Womanõs University Foundation is grateful to Mrs. Isensee 

and her family for their thoughtfulness and generosity. This 

gift will help students complete their education at Texas 

Womanõs University and continue the Universityõs mission of 

continued growth and excellence.  

 

For more information on establishing an Endowment to 

benefit the School of Library & Information Studies, or on 

how to make a gift through your estate plans, please con-

tact Gilland Chenault via phone at 940 -898-3878 or via email 

at foundation@twu.edu.  

2009 SLIS Scholarship Recipients 

D. Genevive Dixon Scholarship  
Olugbenga Ademodi 

 
Donna Jean Billington Scholarship  

Olugbenga Ademodi 
 

H. W. Wilson Library Science Scholarship  
Elizabeth Bolden 
Rosemarie Brock 
Kathleen Hickey 
Eliana Holgate 

 
Mildred Dulaney Scholarship  

Ellen Craft 
Shannon Dutton 
Holly Hammonds 
Sarah Kaczynski 

Karen Raborn 
Katherine Elizabeth Sikes 

Brett Wood 
Zhixian Yi 

 
Nita Parker Brogdon Scholarship  

Shannon Dutton 
 

Ralph & Kay West Endowment in honor of Frances  
Myers deCordova  

Katherine Elizabeth Sikes 
 

Library Science Graduate  
Endowed Scholarship  

Ellen Craft 

SLIS Would Like to Honor the Following 

Donors for Their Generosity and Support 
 

Mrs. Betty S. Boyd 
Ms. Virginia H. Cowen 
Ms. Dawn S. Dickey 

Ms. Catherine A. Ezzell 
Ms. Eva D. Poole 

Mr. David M. Rodriguez 
Ms. Evvie Jo Yates 
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Practicum Profile: Cheryl Ronald,  

University of North Texas Willis Library  

Cheryl Ronald at UNT 
 Willis Library  

Cheryl completed her 

practicum hours at the 

University of North Texas, 

Denton campus. The uni-

versityõs library system 

serves the students, fac-

ulty, and surrounding 

community. Reference  

Unit Manager, Ms. Beth Thomsett-Scott, supervised Cherylõs 

Practicum.  

 

Cherylõs weekly schedule included reference desk work at 

Willis and SciTech libraries, as well as some off -desk time to 

complete individual projects. The reference desk experi-

ence helped Cheryl practice her reference interview skills 

and provided her opportunities to enhance her search skills 

in both the library OPAC and databases.  Cherylõs main pro-

ject at UNT involved reading, reviewing, and evaluating a 

study conducted at the University of Rochester on research 

habits of undergraduate students. For this project, Cheryl 

reviewed the study to obtain the qualitative and quantita-

tive methods for discovering research habits, along with the 

conclusions and evaluations of each methodõs success and 

failure. From this information, Cheryl created a report to 

assist Ms. Thomsett-Scott in evaluating methods that could 

be used by the UNT Reference Department for a similar 

study planned for both campus libraries. This experience 

allowed Cheryl to practice her research evaluation skills, 

which will be useful for future program or service planning.  

 

Overall, Cherylõs practicum course provided her with a 

glimpse of what to expect as a librarian at a large state uni-

versity. Combined with her earlier experience working in a 

small private college library, this learning opportunity gave 

Cheryl another view of how college and university libraries 

operate. (continued, p. 6)  

 

Dell Verna Avery 

Robinette Elizabeth Beavers 

John Elwood Bonney 

Margaret Elaine Borchardt 

Rosia L. Brandon 

Lauren Brittain 

Angelica Cardenas 

Daniel J. Chacin 

Melissa Ann Cooley 

Kathryn Elaine Cox 

Taryn T. DeHart 

Phoebe Rowan DeSantis 

Elizabeth DiPrince 

Lenore J. Dixon 

Michelle Lee Downing 

Elizabeth Lee Enochs 

Melinda B. Estrada 

Loralyn Urie Felix 

Elizabeth Ann Flores 

Jennifer Ann Fojtik 

Marcella Anne Folks 

Elaine W. Fontenot 

Joni Kay Foote 

Sara Cecilia Garza 

Elene Gedevanishvili 

Ashlee Elizabeth Gibson 

Martha Hill Gluck 

Sandra K. Graham 

Holly Hancock 

Jennifer Marie Heath 

Tonya Marie Hinkebein 

Arlene Paulette Hogan 

Robin Horst 

Man Huang 

Angelica Anita Illueca 

Stephanie Claire Jenson 

Victoria C. Jewett 

Thomas Mark Johnson 

Anupama Khosla 

Laura Wolfe Klenke 

 

Rheetha Lorene Lawlor 

Yvonne Flores Lemke 

Chia-Yin Liu 
Debra M. Luckey 
Jacqueline Adriana Maines 
Eryn McKee 
Aurora Lorena Mireles 
Laura N. Morris 
Patricia L. Murphy 
Emily Susan Osburn 
Patricia Murphy Pardue 
Sheila Parrott 
Janie Cook Pickett 
Kathryn Bock Plunkett 
Lucille Cervantes Poludniak 
Christa Rene Pospisil 
Renika McNair Quinn 
Amie Suzanne Quintero 
Jacqulin Lynn Fields Rash 
Brenda Jean Chambers 
Ross 
Sara Elizabeth Ross 
Bonnie Rush 
Cynthia A Sanchez 
Molly Maylo Schmitt 
Bridget Schoolcraft 
Angela Anne Sides 
Lynda Susan Smith 
Tiffani Denae Smith 
Kristen Renee Donnell Spain 
Diana Yundt Stephens 
Dorothy Elizabeth Tadlock 
Ellen Elizabeth Thibodeaux 
Tiffany Van Buskirk 
Kathy Vossler 
Amy  L. Ward 
Donita Carlquist Ward 
Jini White 
Kashawna Anne White 
Lori Ann White 
Rebekah Abigail Little White 
Christina Gail Winckler 
Vally Wyman 
Chenwei Zhao 

Congratulations, Spring 2009 Graduates! 
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Practicum Profile: Ursula Denniston, 

Jessi Elliott, and Shannon Thompson 

students with Ms. Camille Shropshire at North Garland High 

School for their secondary level requirements and assigned 

each a different elementary school for the rest of their 

practicum hours.  

 

Ms. Shropshire, library media specialist at Sam Houston Mid-

dle School,  provided opportunities for each student to learn 

a variety of skills necessary for school librarians. Ursula, 

Jessi, and Shannon spent much of their time providing ser-

vices for classroom teachers and students. To prepare for 

class visits, the three students selected relevant books, ex-

plored book vendorsõ websites and other helpful research 

sites and databases for teachers, and assisted the high 

school students with locating and evaluating resources and 

technology. Ursula, Jessi, and Shannon were also required 

to review young adult novels and produce promotional vid-

eos of the library for new users. The high school practicum 

experience allowed the students to practice their technical 

and youth services skills.  

 

In addition to working at the high school, each student also 

scheduled part of their Practicum hours at elementary 

schools in Garland ISD. Ursula Denniston worked with Ms. 

Cheryl Taylor at Freeman Elementary School, Jessi Elliott 

was supervised by Ms. Angie Green at Weaver Elementary, 

and Shannon Thompson completed her hours at Bradfield 

Elementary with Ms. Kim Schnitker.  

 
ñMs. Kimberly Kinnaird, SLIS Practicum Coordinator  

Ursula, Jessi, and 

Shannon completed 

their practicum ex-

periences at Garland 

ISD in north central 

Texas. District Li-

brary Coordinator, 

Ms. Teena Garvin, 

placed all three  

Jessi Elliott, Ursula Denniston, 
Ms. Camille Shropshire,  
and Shannon Thompson 

Alumni News: TALL Texans 

The following 2009 TALL Texans are TWU alumni: 

Jennifer Anderson, Class of 2002 

Carmen Escamilla, Class of 2008 

Marci Peschke, Class of 2000 

Loren Zawodny, Class of 2006 

 

The Texas Accelerated Library Leaders (TALL Texans) program  

provides leadership training by offering an annual Leadership De-

velopment Institute designed for TLA members to help foster 

leadership capabilities, define leadership development activities 

and foster cultural diversity.  It is an honor to attend the insti-

tute.  For more information, go to:  http://www.txla.org/groups/

talltex/tallldi.html.  

SLIS Alumni Information  

SLIS would like to thank those who have completed the annual 

SLIS alumni survey. The survey provides valuable information for 

evaluating our masterõs degree programs and we appreciate your 

participation.  

 

If your contact information has changed recently, please give SLIS 

your updated information so that we may continue to provide you 

with upcoming news. To register any changes, please go to the 

alumni page on the SLIS website, www.twu.edu/library -studies/

alumni.asp, and click on the Update Your Alumni Information link. 

This will take you to our new contact information survey. Thank 

you for your assistance! 

SLIS Fall Forum, October 2-3, 2009, Denton 
TX 

 
ALA 2010 Midwinter Meeting, January 15-19, 
2010, Boston, MA 

 
TLA Annual Conference, April 14-17, 2010, 
San Antonio, TX 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

Join Us for the GLISA Fall Social! 

 
Who: Everyone is invited!  

Please RSVP to Pamela Wood at  pwood@mail.twu.edu by Wednesday, September 23 
 

What: Food and fun will be provided 

When: Friday, October 2, 2009 at 6:00 pm 

Where:  Miguelitoôs Mexican Restaurant, 420 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76209 
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News and Announcements 

Membership 

Purchase a T-shirt or tote bag and show your SLIS/GLISA pride! 

 

T-shirts: $4 

Tote bags: $3 

 

*Supplies are limited.  

**Shipping fee is $4 per order 

GLISA, the Graduate Library and Information Studies Asso-

ciation, is TWUõs student chapter of the American Library 

Association. GLISA provides support to graduate students 

pursuing library and information studies degrees, and helps 

prepare students for a future in the library profession.  

To become a new GLISA member or renew your member-

ship, mail the membership form available on our website 

(http://twuglisa.org/node/5) and include a check payable 

to GLISA for membership dues to GLISA, TWU SLIS, P.O. Box 

425438, Denton, TX, 76204-5438. 

Per semester: $5 

Per academic year: $10 

Duration (until graduation): $30  

*Free T-shirt with a one year or duration membership!  

Merchandise 

Website 

Please visit our new website at http://www.twuglisa.org!  

Congratulations to the GLISA Essay Contest 

Winner!  

Congratulations to Pamela Wood, who participated in the recent 

GLISA essay contest for the TLA conference stipend.  Pamela re-

ceived reimbursement for select conference expenses up to $300 

after attending the 2009 TLA conference in April.  
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SLIS Events at  

TLA 2009 Annual Conference 

SLIS hosted several events at the 2009 Texas Library Asso-

ciation Annual Conference in Houston, Texas. On Tuesday, 

March 31, there was a session for the students in the PELSC 

grant cohort and their mentors, which was followed by a 

reception. Then, on Thursday, April 2, SLIS held a Curricu-

lum Hearing. The purpose of the Curriculum Hearing was for 

the SLIS Curriculum Committee to present information about 

proposed revisions to the core curriculum of the masterõs 

program and allow for alumni and student feedback.  

 

The annual SLIS reception was held on Thursday, April 2. 

The reception was enjoyed by SLIS alumni, faculty, and stu-

dents, including members of the PELSC grant cohort.  

 

The SLIS booth in the Exhibit Hall provided a place for cur-

rent students and alumni to meet informally with SLIS fac-

ulty members. Students also had the opportunity to sched-

ule individual meetings with SLIS faculty members, which 

was facilitated via a reserved meeting room at the Hyatt 

hotel.  

 

The SLIS faculty was well represented at the TLA confer-

ence, as several faculty members made presentations or 

served on panels, including Dr. Kaye Bray, Dr. Evelyn Curry, 

Dr. Ling Hwey Jeng, Dr. Eileen McElrath, Dr. Sylvia Vardell, 

and retired SLIS Professor, the Honorable Dr. Robert S. Mar-

tin.  

ñMs. Sarah Merrill, SLIS Assessment Officer 

Members of the PELSC cohort at the PELSC reception 

Laura Brittain  
Daniel Chacin Ferrer  

Elizabeth Enochs  
Jennifer Fojtik  

Joni Foote  
Elene Gedevanishvili  

Sandra Graham  
Jennifer Heath  

Robin Horst  
Stephanie Jenson  
Thomas Johnson  

Debra Luckey  
Patricia Murphy  
Emily Osburn  

Kathryn Plunkett  
Christa Pospisil  
Jacqulin Rash  

Sara Ross  
Cynthia Sanchez  

Angela Sides  
Lynda Smith  

Ellen Thibodeaux  
Rebekah White 

Congratulations, Spring 2009 

Beta Phi Mu Nominees! 

Laura Brownell 

Alison Criner 

Sharon Fischer 

Alexandra Freer 

Nancy Gilbert 

Julie In 

Deedee Lu 

Purity Lubkeman 

Shan Martinez 

Jennifer Rankin 

Carol Rawls 

April Riley 

LaTonya Stanton 

Mary Thweatt 

Congratulations, Summer 2009 

Beta Phi Mu Nominees! 
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Welcome, New Faculty! 

Dr. Judith L. Moreillon joins 

the TWU SLIS faculty as Assis-

tant Professor starting Fall 

2009.  Dr. Moreillon received 

her MLS and her Ph.D. from 

the University of Arizona.  

Prior to joining TWU, Dr. 

Moreillon was an Adjunct 

Assistant Professor at the 

University of Arizona.  

Dr. Moreillon  

Ms. Cahill 

Ms. Maria Claire Cahill joins 

the TWU SLIS faculty as Lec-

turer II starting Fall 2009.  

Ms. Cahill received her MLIS 

from the University of South 

Carolina and is finishing her 

Ph.D. at the University of 

Tennessee.  Prior to joining 

TWU, Ms. Cahill was a Co-

Instructor and Graduate Re-

search Assistant at the Uni-

versity of Tennessee. 

Ms. Perryman 

Ms. Carol Perryman joins the 

TWU SLIS faculty as Lecturer 

II starting Fall 2009.  Ms. 

Perryman received her MLS 

from the University of Illi-

nois.  She is currently com-

pleting her Ph.D. at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina.  

Prior to joining TWU, Ms. 

Perryman was the Project 

Coordinator for the Alliance 

Library System in East Peo-

ria, IL.  

PELSC Grant Session at  

2009 TLA Conference 

The Professional Education for Librarians in Small Communities 

(PELSC) grant program had a pre-conference session at the 2009 

Texas Library Association annual conference in Houston, Texas, 

on Tuesday, March 31, 2009, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. This 

session was attended by students in the PELSC cohort and their 

mentors.  

 

The session began with a welcome and introduction by Dr. Ling 

Hwey Jeng, SLIS Director and Professor and Co-Principal Investiga-

tor of the grant program. Next, Dr. Keith Swigger, SLIS Professor, 

gave a lecture of his òLost Lessonsó for LS 5383 Library Manage-

ment , which the cohort students were taking in Spring 2009. This 

provided the opportunity for Dr. Swigger to meet the students in 

person and present course content. Dr. Swiggerõs lecture was 

followed by a presentation by Ms. Sarah Merrill, SLIS Assessment 

Officer, and Dr. Janine Golden, SLIS Assistant Professor and Co-

Principal Investigator of the PELSC grant, on the mentoring com-

ponent of the grant program, which is coordinated by Dr. Golden.  

 

Ms. Merrill presented the results of a survey on the PELSC mentor-

ing project, which was distributed to cohort students and their 

mentors in December 2008. The purpose of this survey was to 

assess the success of their mentoring relationships , as well as to 

provide new ideas, allowing them to continue successfully in their 

partnerships. The survey inquired as to the type and amount of 

interaction between mentors and mentees, the most beneficial 

development activities completed, the most beneficial develop-

ment topics discussed, the value of the mentoring relationship, 

challenges of the mentoring process, and ways the mentoring 

partnership could be more effective. Ms. Merrill presented the 

most beneficial development activities listed by the mentees and 

mentors, and the most beneficial topics mentees and mentors 

reported that they discussed. Dr. Golden discussed the impact of 

the mentoring program, based upon the survey results. The sur-

vey showed that most mentoring relationships have been success-

ful and beneficial, with a few areas for improvement noted. 

(continued, p. 10)  


