 (
DENTON
 
◊
 
DALLAS
 
◊
 
HOUSTON
 
   
 
TEXAS
 WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY
DENTON
 
◊
 
DALLAS
 
◊
 
HOUSTON
)Office of International Education
Jones Hall 2nd floor rm. 200
940.898.3338
Fax) 940.898.2048

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
Regulations for F1 Visa Holders

Attention TWU Faculty who are teaching E – Learning Courses!

Recognizing the trend in higher education to provide more classes and even complete curriculums on-line, we are searching for ways to accommodate the increase in such demand on our international student community. We request your cooperation in identifying and possibly including an on-campus experiential component in your on-line classes.
<<E-Learning Regulations for International Students with F-1 Visa>>
In December of 2002, new regulations were issued that limited F-1 Visa international students to a total of 3 semester hours of COMPLETELY ONLINE coursework in any given semester. These expectations would be applied to the 12 credit minimum course load requirement for undergraduate students and the 9 credit minimum course load requirement for graduate students.
<<We Appreciate Your Cooperation! >>
We are asking you to insert the following attachments into the syllabus for your course: an On-Campus Experiential Component Reporting Form and the Important Notice for F-1 Students. Essentially, these attachments inform F-1 visa holders that they have to document the on-campus experiential component of the class if they register for more than one on-line course. This on-campus experiential component can be a variety of things such as a required test, lab work, a required lecture, mandatory library orientation, etc. If your course has not required an on-campus component in the past, you may want to insert one. The on-campus experiential component may be required for F-1 visa holders only so that they may take your course.
The student should use a form to report the on-campus experiential component, sign the form, and have it signed by you. You will need to make a copy for the student’s departmental file and send a copy to the TWU International Education Office (see form for address). [For the Houston site, please send the form to the Student Life Office, where a copy will be made for the student’s file, and immediately faxed to the office in Denton.]
Thank you for helping to better serve our international student community. In doing so, you are broadening the choice of classes these individuals have when creating semester schedules, and in the same breath, upholding for all concerned the standards expressed in the regulations.
Important Notice for F-1 Students

U.S. Citizenship and immigration Services regulations state that a F-1 student can only apply a maximum of one 3 credit course taken totally on-line toward the 12 credit undergraduate minimum course load requirement and the 9 credit graduate minimum course load requirement each semester. They further state that if a course has any on campus requirement, it is not considered to be an on-line course for this purpose. The actual wording of the regulation is as follows:

“For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student’s physical attendance for classes, examinations or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education class is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student’s course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student’s full course of study requirement.” 8 CFR 214.2(f) (6) (i) (G)
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or a lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course.
If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:
(1) Submit “On-Campus Experiential Component Reporting Form” to the instructor immediately so that a copy can be submitted to the TWU International Education Office (in Houston, the Student Life Office) by the 12th day of class.

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor sends the copy of signed form to the International Education Office (for students in Houston, please route correspondence through the Student Life Office).

Should F-1 students be unsure about their need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, they should contact the TWU International Education Office (telephone 940-898-3338 or email intloffice@twu.edu ) to get clarification before the deadline. [For the Houston site, it would be helpful to channel inquires through the Student Life Office.]
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On-Line Course Reporting Form
If you are an F1 student and planning to register for more than one on-line course (3 credits) per semester, you need to complete this form.
Immigration regulations state that no more than one on-line course or 3 credits per semester may be counted towards the “full-time enrollment” requirement. In case you need to take more than one three credit hour on-line course, you must prove that the additional on-line course has a required on-campus component such as tests, lab work, lecture, a mandatory library orientation, etc. After you complete this form, please ask your professor to sign and forward it to the International Education office (at the Houston site, please deliver it to the Student Life Office) by the 12th class day of the semester.

Name of Student:   ________________________________________ID#: _________________
Degree Level:     Bachelor’s	   Master’s	Doctorate	Major: ________________________
Which semester are you planning to take more than one on-line course? _______________
Course name and Number: _______________________________________________________

Describe on-campus components, including scheduled dates.
Signature of Student: ____________________________________   Date:_________________
Name of Faculty: ________________________________________   Date:_________________
Signature of Faculty: _____________________________________  Date:_________________

Please send a copy to the TWU International Education Office at Jones Hall, Suite 200 (Fax 940-898-2048). [For the Houston site, please send a copy to the Student Life Office, where a copy will be made for the student’s file and immediately faxed on to the office in Denton.]
