MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL______________________________

DATE OF MEETING:  NOVEMBER 18, 2009

The November 18, 2009 meeting of the Graduate Council was called to order at 

1:20 p.m. in ACT 301 by Dr. Lou Thompson, Chair of the Graduate Council. 

ATTENDANCE:
· Joyce Armstrong, Vicki Baker, Amy Clark, Jo Ann Engelbrecht (guest), Dorothy Grant, Mark Hamner, Shelley Jackson, Ling Hwey Jeng (guest), Ruth Johnson (ex-officio), Mark Kessler, Larry LeFlore, Jennifer Martin (ex-officio), Katy Mitchell, David Nichols, Linda Rubin, Donna Sauls, Terry Senne (guest), Chad Smith, Lou Thompson, Mary Thompson, Lynda Uphouse, Sylvia Vardell, Parakat Vijayagopal, Jerry Whitworth, Kristin Wiginton
MINUTES APPROVED:

· The minutes of the October 21, 2009, meeting were approved as disseminated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Dr. Martin reported the following: 
· The 18 Doctoral Characteristics required by the THECB will be posted on the TWU website by Wednesday, December 1.

· Registration is ahead of last year.

· Spring 2010 is the first semester without a paper class schedule.

· The TWU scholarship application is going to be online in December.
· Department scholarships will be online next year and 3 departments are pilots this year.

· All grades need to be entered by Monday, December 21, due to the Datatel conversion over the holiday break.

· Undergraduate students can see their grades in DARS, but graduate students will need to go to Blackboard to view their grades if the professor posts them there.

· The Library’s databases and the email system should be operational during the Datatel conversion over the break.

· December graduation is the largest group of graduate students to graduate from TWU in December.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OLD BUSINESS:

Executive Committee – Dr. Thompson, Chair 
· No report
Academic Programs Committee – Dr. Wiginton, Chair 
· Dr. Wiginton said the Committee recommended approval for the Post-baccalaureate Certificate in Evidence-based Health Science Librarianship.  
Dr. Wiginton moved that the Council approve the recommendation, and the motion was approved unanimously.

Academic Standards Program – Dr. Jackson, Committee Member

· Dr. Jackson said the Committee recommended that no changes be made to the current Policy on Review of Graduate Admissions.

Dr. Jackson moved that the Council approve the recommendation, and the motion was approved unanimously.

· Dr. Jackson said the Committee recommended that no changes be made to the current General Requirements for Graduate Admissions.

Dr. Jackson moved that the Council approve the recommendation, and the motion was approved unanimously.

· The Committee will be reviewing the language requirements and researching possible background checks on students in the future.
Research Committee – Dr. Hamner, Chair 
· The instructions for the Graduate Council Award for Exceptional, Original Scholarship are located on the Graduate School website.
· The Committee is working on a brochure for the Graduate Council Award for Exceptional, Original Scholarship for next year.
Membership Committee – Dr. Sauls, Chair
· Dr. Sauls said the Committee recommended approval of the following individuals for graduate faculty membership.

· Mary Frances Baxter, Occupational Therapy, Full
· Pei-Fen Cheng, Occupational Therapy, Associate
· Holly Hansen-Thomas, Teacher Education, Full
· Brigitte Vittrup, Family Sciences, Full

REPORTS:

· Dr. Engelbrecht made the following announcements:
· Office of Research and Sponsored Programs processed 30 proposals totaling $10.5 million in September and October.
· The number of proposals awarded for 2009 is the same as 2008, but the amount is less.
· NIH and NSF research reports will be completed soon.
· The Student Creative Arts and Research Symposium will be held April 20-21, 2010 and will have daytime and evening sessions.
· Research Support Committee will meet on December 4 to select Research Enhancement Program winners.
· Contact Annie Plummer in ORSP for training workshops.
· Travel Assistance Fund for summer funding is still available.
ADJOURNMENT:

· The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
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