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This discussion board was written in Spring 2004 for The Development of Infants and Toddlers.  It was selected for standard 1: Promoting Child Development and Learning.  This question tied in theory with child development.  The theory gives a foundation for understanding child development and the outside influences.

Discussion Board

1. Discussion Question #1: Choose your favorite theory from Chapter 2 and in 20 lines, apply it to the field of early development and care (pertinent to this class). Check for grammatical and content errors.

Ecological Systems Theory has an inherent application to early development and care. The birth of a child creates a new environment and whole new systems of relationships in which the infant must now interact to develop.  A child born into poverty has a completely different set of systems, micro to macro, to relate to than a middle class family.  

No two systems are the same.  The appearance of microsystems may appear the same on the surface.  For example, a married mother and father having their first child, but the background of education, language, and values will differ for the individual adults.  The interacting infant will have different needs met at different times whether the need is being fed or having interactions with others.  If the family is always working and the infant is interacting with a grandmother or daycare, those microsystems are influencing development.  The mesosystems, interacting microsystems, come into play now.  (Including grandma and the daycare)  The poor family allowing the church to support and help raise the child in ways of donations or babysitting is different from the middle class couple trying to “make it” on their on.  The government (exosystem) maybe giving food stamps to the qualifying poor family whereas the middle class is bargain shopping at Sam’s and eating out every weekend trying to feed themselves. 

Values and culture separate the poor and middle class.  Relationships and entertainment are key elements in poverty however middle class tends to value accomplishments and education. People not things are viewed as possession as in poverty. (Payne, 91-92)  When dealing with families in poverty, the ideas that the infant is property and not things in their systems affects how to interact.  

One major assumption about Systems Theory is “holism that is, a system must be understood as a whole and cannot be comprehended by examining its individual parts in isolation from each other.” (Boss, 328)  When studying infants and development, the overall systems need to be evaluated, and if help is offered from an external system like parenting classes, how will it effect all the systems in which this infant is growing because trying to change any part of the system will either positively or negatively effect all other the systems.  
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