
The Innovation in Academia Award is presented to TWU faculty who 
influence the University, professional discipline, and/or larger community 
in a creative and positive manner resulting in new growth and progress in 
the Academy.  We wish to congratulate Dr. Linda Ladd for her receipt of 
this award. 

The Mary Mason Lyon Award for Distinguished Junior Faculty is named 
for the founder of Mount Holyoke, the first (1837) woman’s college in the 
U.S.  Two are presented annually to recognize those individuals among 
the TWU junior faculty who are developing excellent records of teaching, 
research, and service and who evidence dedication to their careers and 
promise for success in the future.  We wish to congratulate Dr. Joel Muro 
for his receipt of this award. 

The Distinction in E-Learning Award is presented to one or more TWU 
faculty who has made distinguished contributions to e-learning through 
program development, curriculum development or teaching.  We wish to 
congratulate Dr. Sharla Snider for her receipt of this award. 

Awards were presented on Thursday, April 23, 2009 by TWU Chancellor 
and President Dr. Ann Stuart at the annual Honors Convocation ceremony 
in the Margo Jones Performance Hall on the TWU Denton campus. 
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Three Family Sciences faculty members 
receive Outstanding Achievement awards 

Dr. Linda Ladd 

Dr. Joel Muro 

Dr. Sharla Snider 

Our mission is to provide quality academic education in the scientific study of family, thereby 
stimulating students’ intellectual curiosity; developing their research and leadership skills and their 
personal and civic responsibilities; and promoting diversity and respect for multiple family forms.   

Child Development / Early Childhood Education ■ Counseling and Development 
Family Studies / Family and Consumer Sciences ■ Family Therapy 
Counseling and Family Therapy Clinic 
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All components in the Family Sciences Department (Child 
Development, Family Studies, Counseling & Development, 
Family Therapy, and Family & Consumer Sciences) require 
students to complete a practicum or internship as part of 
their degree plan.  In the past two years, over 200 businesses 
and organizations in Denton and the DFW metroplex have 
provided a professional environment for education and 
supervision of our practicum students.  To show our 
appreciation of our community partners, we hosted the 
Practicum Supervisor Appreciation Reception on April 15, 
2009. 

The event was a success.  We had about 30 practicum 
supervisors show up. Some even took pictures of themselves 
next to the poster with the names of our community partners. 

This award recognizes graduate students who have exhibited 
exceptional, ongoing performance in research and 
scholarship.  This year two students received this award in 
recognition of their original research agendas and publication 
records. 
 
One of the recipients was Ms. Bridget Walsh who is a Ph.D. 
candidate in Child Development.  Anticipating graduation in 
August 2009, her dissertation is entitled “Novel Word 
Learning of Preschoolers Enrolled in Head Start Regular and 
Bilingual Classrooms: Impact of Adult Vocabulary Noneliciting 
Questions during Shared Storybook Reading”.  She received 
the M.S. degree in General/Experimental Psychology from 
Villanova University and the B.S. in Psychology from Albright 
College.  The Department of Family Sciences congratulates 
Ms. Walsh for this outstanding achievement. 

A banquet and initiation was held for new PKP members on 
Monday, April 6, 2009 in Hubbard Hall on the TWU Denton 
campus.  Among those attending included Judith Bean 
(President of the TWU chapter), Patricia Edwards (President-
Elect), Provost Kay Clayton, Lynn Akin (Secretary), Dean Ann 
Staton (College of Arts and Sciences), Dean Jimmy Ishee 
(College of Health Sciences), Dean Patricia Holden-Huchton 
(College of Nursing), and Dean Nan Restine (College of 
Professional Education). 

We would like to extend our congratulations to the following 
Family Sciences students: 

Vanisha Doolabh (UG, ChD) Jerry Petty (G, C&D) 
Danielle Grimes (UG, ChD)  Rebecca McKee (UG, FS) 
Maria Prieto (UG, ChD)  Sandra Hartnitt (G, FS) 
Laurel Young (UG, ChD)  Stacey Merlin (G, FS) 
Melissa Harper (G, ChD)  Judie Port (G, FS) 
Priscilla Rieves (G, ChD)  Bethany Toppert (G, FS) 
Kamesha Ross (G, ChD)  Janet Boettcher (G, FTh) 
Lynn Boyd (G, ChD/C&D)  Amy Patrick (G, FTh) 
Amy Curtis (G, C&D) 
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PO Box 425769 
Denton, Texas 76204-5769 

Office - (940) 898-2685 
Fax – (940) 898-2676 

famsci@twu.edu 
www.twu.edu/family-sciences 

Publisher:  Department of Family Sciences, 
          College of Professional Education, 
          Texas Woman’s University. 
Producer:  Larry LeFlore, Ph.D., Department Chair. 
Editor:  Harry Winn, M.Ed., Program Coordinator. 
Contributors:  Faculty, Staff, and Students, Family Sciences. 

Practicum supervisors honored 
at annual reception 

Larry Gillam, Bryan Etheridge (both 
from Dayspring Counseling Center) 
and Larry LeFlore. 

Gail Surles, Taminisha White (both 
from Child Care Group), and Joanne 

Osterland (The Family Place). 

Attendees listening to Dr. 
LeFlore’s welcome. 

Many of the attendees 
expressed interest in 
receiving more of our 
students for practicum or 
internships, and this event 
definitely helped to 
strengthen our partnership 
with these sites.  We intend 
to make this an annual 
event. 

Graduate Council Award for 
Exceptional, Original Scholarship 

Students initiated into Phi 
Kappa Phi 

Summer 2009 session dates: 
 

Maymester   May 18 – June 3 
Summer I     June 8 – July 10 

Summer II    July 13 – August 14 
Summer III   June 8 – August 14 


