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This evaluation was written Summer 2003 for Parenting Education.  It was selected for standard 5: Becoming a Professional. It is an assessment of my parenting program.  It allowed me to evaluate my program for effectiveness and learn what it needs to make improvements. 

	Evaluation Author:
	Jennifer Harrison

	Evaluation Subject:
	My Child Is Hearing Impaired. How Can I Make Decisions?

	Evaluation Description:
	This program is for families with newly identified children with hearing impairments to offer information about this "new" world to help them confidently navigate the systems and provide a foundation for making informed decision.

	


	Issue statement:
	Many families when a child has a diagnosis of a hearing impairment have no idea the next step or have enough knowledge to make positive informed decision for their child. 

	


	Stakeholders:
	Public and private school representatives; foundations for hearing impairments

	


	Goal:
	By 7/29/03, participants in Dallas Regional Day School Program for the Deaf will learn information about this new program about the world of hearing impairment among parents with hearing impaired children.

	


	Objective:
	The “My Child is Hearing Impaired. How Can I Make Decisions?” program addressed the needs of these families. It provided information and explanations of basic terms and options available for their child with a hearing impairment.

	


	Plan Evaluation:
	Your responses are weighted towards a qualitative objective; therefore you may be interested in using a qualitative measure for your evaluation. Qualitative measures are generally reported in text using examples from anecdotes and success stories. Direct quotes add richness to the report. It might also be useful for you to gather follow-up information a few weeks, months, or years after the conclusion of your program. You can see how all these different kinds of evaluation information can help you improve your program and persuade stakeholders of the merit of your program. Qualitative data is often referred to as outcome data. It evaluates if the program worked, did it do what it claimed to do and talks about outcomes that you directly were able to change. We also talk about impact data. This is sometimes measured qualitatively as well. With impact data you want to know if the program made a difference in peoples lives. Impacts may take many years to realize. If you are addressing a human risk factor then this would take many years to realize the effects of the program. If you are working on developing trust between a parent and newborn, then not until several years later will you be able to OBSERVE or have parents report behaviors for effect. 

	


	Interventions
	Delivery Methods: 
6-week session for 2 hours each,

Experiential methods: 
videocassette, method demonstration, role play,

Reinforcement methods: 
fact sheet,

Integrative methods: 
panel, symposium,

Other Methods: 
lecture

	


	Report Outline:
	Everyday children are being diagnosis with a hearing impairment. The whole family is thrust into an unknown world with its own language and sets of rules. Parents must quickly begin to make decisions in regards to the deaf child with little knowledge to base life long decisions on.

The “My Child is Hearing Impaired. How Can I Make Positive Decisions?” Program addressed the needs of these families. It provided information and explanations of basic terms and options available for their child with a hearing impairment.

The program used a variety of teaching methods including demonstration, panel discussion and lecture. The parents were informed about the grief cycle, child development, terminology, educational and amplification choices for their HI child.

Parents learned they were not alone in their feelings. They all felt confident to make informed decisions about amplification and felt competent to talk to doctors, audiologist and educator about their child. All this information was gained by an evaluation tool used at the end of the program.

As a result of this program, we are able to incorporate it twice more this year and plan to use it in other school districts in the spring semester. This organization and presenting could be added to a liaison educator's job in the district and aided by the parent education program.


