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ABSTRACT 

 The purpose of this study was to describe the community college Child 

Development/Early Childhood Educator population across the state of Texas.  The 

sample consisted of 1047 respondents currently enrolled in child development and early 

childhood education classes in community colleges in Texas.  The students were asked to 

complete an internet survey that investigates background information on the students, 

preparedness and concerns for the workforce or academia, importance of college goals 

and outcomes,  student work schedules, importance of reasons a student works while in 

college, selections about courses, the frequency and importance of college support 

services,  transitions to another college and contributions to the success of the student at 

the college and, demographics.  The results of this descriptive study will inform 

chairpersons and faculty in programs concerning student needs, goals, and motivations 

which in turn will allow them to better serve students by assisting them in successfully 

meeting their goals whether it is obtaining a degree or certificate from the community 

college, transitioning on to the workforce, or transferring to another university. 
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