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How to Get Along With
Your Professor




Professors are not like High
School Teachers

A Welcome to collegéevel education!
Things are a bit different here than they
were back in high school.

A This presentation will help you to
understand how things are different and
how to make the most of your time at the
university.



The Prime Directive

A Go to class!

| It seems like such a simple thing. But many
professors will not take attendance and it is
very tempting to stay home and watch TV or
sleep instead of going to class.



Violating the Prime Directive

AProf essors may say t
cl ass attendance. D

iIThey noti ce whooOos t her

I They make decisions about whom they will be
willing to help and whom they will not.




Now t hat Youor

A Be prepared!
I Have a notebook and a pen

I Bring any books or articles that are part of the
lecture

A Being prepared communicates interest.
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Sit In the Front

A Hard to believe, but there is a positive
correlation between sitting in the front of
the classroom and getting better grades.

A The more active you are in class, the more
you will learn.
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A Being late is often disruptive

I And the smaller the class, the more disruptive it
IS.

A The first few minutes of class are often used
for Important announcements ~2
I Changes in the syllabus ;
I Changes in assighments




Better Late Than Never?

A Watch how the
professor responds to
others who are late
then guide your
actions accordingly.

A During the first class
period, you may ask
the professor about her
or his preferences
about this.




i’fﬁ Flat tire, sick child, etc.

A If emergencies arise and you must miss
class:

| Leave a message for the professor (e.qg.
voicemail, email, etc.) to let them know you
had an emergency

I Get notes from someone you trust (someone
whoos doing wel | | N

I You may want to visit the professor durin
office hours to catch up on things.
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Beyond the Prime Directive

A Now that you are going to class and are
prepared, there are some general rules of
etiquette that you may find useful.
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A Be prepared to go to class by reading any
assignments or reviewing any materials to
be used for each lecture.

I You will get more out of the lecture
I You can participate in the discussion



Be Attentive and Participate

A Here are just a few things students have
done In class that are disruptive and
disrespectful
I Reading the newspaper, yawning, stretching,

answering cell phones, chatting with other class

members, texting, checking email while
pretending to take not










Participate Courteously #3

A Making relative rather than absolute
statements will often stimulate discussion

TNl t seems to me. . 0, n |
rather than

inEverybody knowseéeo, nT
i di ot can 3 e € 0




Understanding Your Professor

A Faculty members at the university are not
guite the same kinds of folks you met in
your elementary and secondary education.

A Understanding a bit about them may be
helpful.




ol Who Are These People?

A People who teach in college have not gone

to college to get a
education and get state certification as a
teacher.

I Faculty members hold advanced degrees in
their fields of study

I Graduate Teaching Assistants are graduate
students in that program.



More About Who They Are

A Different graduate training programs have
different course requirements. Often, those

receiving advanced degrees are not required
to learn how to teach or how to write tests.
I Each professor will have a different style.

I Some professors will know more about
psychometrics and test construction than others.

I All of them have a great deal of knowledge in
their area of expertise.
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What Do They Do?

A Most faculty are required to be involved in a variety of
research and publishing activities in order to be promoted
or tenured.

A Many are also required to advise students in their
department, supervise graduate students, and participate in
community activities.

ASoéthey are very




What do they Expect from Me?

A 1. They expect you to read the syllabus they give
you explaining how the course will be taught,
reading assignments, tests, projects, etc.

A 2. They expect you to keep up with assignments
and the course calendar.

A 3. They expect you to be happy to be there,
basking in the glow of their wisdom.

A 4. Almost all will treat you as if their course is the
only one you are taking.




How to be a Model Student

A In general, professors all like the same thing
Il n student behavior.

A Attend every class 3@: iﬂ@ 5

A Come prepared for the lecture # 4~
‘

A Participate in discussions —_a_

A Ask questions after first having tried to
figure It out



What Will That Get Me?

ANow that youbre a go

I Make an appointment to see your professor
during office hours (listed in the course

syllabus)
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Why Should | Do That?

You may need them | at

I Professors will be the ones to write letters of
recommendation for jobs, summer internships,
research opportunities, graduate school
applications, student honors societies, etc.



