
Presents



How to Get Along With

Your Professor



Professors are not like High 

School Teachers

ÅWelcome to college-level education!  
Things are a bit different here than they 
were back in high school.

ÅThis presentation will help you to 
understand how things are different and 
how to make the most of your time at the 
university.



The Prime Directive

ÅGo to class!

ïIt seems like such a simple thing.  But many 

professors will not take attendance and it is 

very tempting to stay home and watch TV or 

sleep instead of going to class.



Violating the Prime Directive

ÅProfessors may say they donôt care about 

class attendance.  Donôt believe it!

ïThey notice whoôs there and whoôs not.

ïThey make decisions about whom they will be 

willing to help and whom they will not.



Now that Youôre In Class

ÅBe prepared!

ïHave a notebook and a pen

ïBring any books or articles that are part of the 

lecture

ÅBeing prepared communicates interest.



Sit In the Front

ÅHard to believe, but there is a positive 

correlation between sitting in the front of 

the classroom and getting better grades.

ÅThe more active you are in class, the more 

you will learn.



Donôt Be Late!

ÅBeing late is often disruptive

ïAnd the smaller the class, the more disruptive it 

is.

ÅThe first few minutes of class are often used 

for important announcements

ïChanges in the syllabus

ïChanges in assignments



Better Late Than Never?

ÅWatch how the 
professor responds to 
others who are late 
then guide your 
actions accordingly.

ÅDuring the first class 
period, you may ask 
the professor about her 
or his preferences 
about this.



Flat tire, sick child, etc.
ÅIf emergencies arise and you must miss 

class:

ïLeave a message for the professor (e.g. 
voicemail, e-mail, etc.) to let them know you 
had an emergency

ïGet notes from someone you trust (someone 
whoôs doing well in the class)

ïYou may want to visit the professor during 
office hours to catch up on things.



Beyond the Prime Directive

ÅNow that you are going to class and are 

prepared, there are some general rules of 

etiquette that you may find useful.



Logelôs Law

ÅñLogelôs Lawò states:

ïñYou canôt remember something you havenôt 

read.ò

ÅBe prepared to go to class by reading any 

assignments or reviewing any materials to 

be used for each lecture.

ïYou will get more out of the lecture

ïYou can participate in the discussion



Be Attentive and Participate

ÅHere are just a few things students have 

done in class that are disruptive and 

disrespectful

ïReading the newspaper, yawning, stretching, 

answering cell phones, chatting with other class 

members, texting, checking email while 

pretending to take notes on your laptopé



Participate Courteously #1

ÅYou donôt have to 

agree with everything 

your professor says.

ÅBut how you ask a 

question or make a 

statement has a big 

impact on how the 

professor will respond 

to you.



Participate Courteously #2

ÅBeing positive rather than negative will 

often get you a better response.

ïQuestions like, ñCould you elaborate oné?ò, 

ñCould you clarifyé?ò are often most helpful.

ïQuestions beginning with, ñI donôt see how 

youéò or ñDonôt you thinké?ò are less 

helpful.



Participate Courteously #3

ÅMaking relative rather than absolute 

statements will often stimulate discussion

ïñIt seems to me..ò, ñI think..ò, or ñPerhaps..ò

rather than

ïñEverybody knowséò, ñThe fact iséò, ñAny 

idiot can seeéò



Understanding Your Professor

ÅFaculty members at the university are not 

quite the same kinds of folks you met in 

your elementary and secondary education.

ÅUnderstanding a bit about them may be 

helpful.



Who Are These People?

ÅPeople who teach in college have not gone 

to college to get a bachelorôs degree in 

education and get state certification as a 

teacher.

ïFaculty members hold advanced degrees in 

their fields of study

ïGraduate Teaching Assistants are graduate 

students in that program.



More About Who They Are
ÅDifferent graduate training programs have 

different course requirements.  Often, those 
receiving advanced degrees are not required 
to learn how to teach or how to write tests.

ïEach professor will have a different style.

ïSome professors will know more about 
psychometrics and test construction than others.

ïAll of them have a great deal of knowledge in 
their area of expertise.



What Do They Do?

ÅMost faculty are required to be involved in a variety of 

research and publishing activities in order to be promoted 

or tenured.

ÅMany are also required to advise students in their 

department, supervise graduate students, and participate in 

community activities.

ÅSoéthey are very busy!



What do they Expect from Me?

Å1.  They expect you to read the syllabus they give 
you explaining how the course will be taught, 
reading assignments, tests, projects, etc.

Å2.  They expect you to keep up with assignments 
and the course calendar.

Å3.  They expect you to be happy to be there, 
basking in the glow of their wisdom.

Å4.  Almost all will treat you as if their course is the 
only one you are taking.



How to be a Model Student

ÅIn general, professors all like the same thing 

in student behavior.  ñGoodò students:

ÅAttend every class

ÅCome prepared for the lecture

ÅParticipate in discussions

ÅAsk questions after first having tried to 

figure it out



What Will That Get Me?

ÅNow that youôre a good student, you can

ïMake an appointment to see your professor 

during office hours (listed in the course 

syllabus)



Why Should I Do That?

You may need them later oné

ïProfessors will be the ones to write letters of 

recommendation for jobs, summer internships, 

research opportunities, graduate school 

applications, student honors societies, etc. 


