1. Brief description of the primary services of your agency

The mission of the Advocacy Center is “to reduce the traumatization of child abuse victims and their families by facilitating a comprehensive multidisciplinary team approach to prevention, detection, investigation, prosecution, and treatment of child abuse.”  This approach consolidates the vital resources of law enforcement, Child Protective Services, District Attorney staff, medical personnel, therapists, Community Resource Liaisons, and volunteers.  The Advocacy Center serves all areas of Collin County, working in conjunction with local police departments and providing a rural task force to efficiently provide services to the rural areas of the county.

2. What client group(s) or population(s) does your agency serve and which of these would students work with?

The Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center currently serves child victims, age 0-17, of alleged sexual abuse, physical abuse, and neglect.  Services are also provided to siblings, non-offending parents, and others who may have suffered secondary trauma as a result of the alleged abuse.  Problems presented include cases of neglect, incest, rape, molestation, and physical abuse in institutional settings as well as in the child’s home.  Students would have the opportunity to work with a representation of all clients served by the Children’s Advocacy Center.
3. What services would students be expected to provide?
Students would be expected to participate in all aspects of the Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center, assisting professionals in various disciplines in order to gain understanding and experience in the field of child abuse investigation and treatment.  

Students would:

¨ Be assigned to a “team” consisting of a Child Protective Services investigator and law enforcement detective, coordinating services among the team members and the Children’s Advocacy Center.  

¨ Provide case management and community resource services directly to families referred by the therapy department or Child Protective Services.  

¨ Maintain accurate records in a computerized case tracking system as well as maintain verbal communication with staff and other involved persons regarding the status of cases.

¨ Assist families with completing intake forms and Crime Victims’ Compensation application, follow up with families after initial intake.

¨ Access and continue to develop community resources which would benefit the quality of life of abused children and their families.

¨ Be provided many other opportunities to interact and learn from professionals and families, to be determined by student interest and agency caseload.

4. From what areas of the agency would students be excluded because of her role as a student?

Students would be excluded from conducting forensic interviews, extended assessments, and play therapy, but may observe these activities via closed-circuit television or videotape.

5. Does your agency have regularly scheduled staff meetings?         Yes

6. Would students be permitted to participate ?  

Periodically, students would have the opportunity to observe/participate in a staff meeting.  However, due to the large number of people involved in the Children’s Advocacy Center, only direct staff regularly attend staff meetings.  

7.  Will the student have a space of her own (i.e. desk, telephone, etc.)?  Yes

8.  Describe the training, in-service educational programs, or other staff development available to a student.

Students would be provided the opportunity to be a part of weekly case staffings, Round Table multidisciplinary meetings, in-town Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center-sponsored investigative trainings, and special fundraising events.  Additionally, students will be required to attend the Children’s Advocacy Center’s volunteer training as well as field placement orientation.

9.  Since ours is a generalist program, we prefer that students gain exposure to diverse populations.  What ethnic and economic groups would be served by students?

Ethnic groups served at the Children’s Advocacy Center are as diverse as Collin County.  They include Anglo, African American, Hispanic/Latino, and a nominal number of Asian and Indian-American families.  Economic groups include all levels of income with the most concentrated in the lower-middle to middle levels (classes).  Students would be exposed to a cross section of all of these different groups.

10.  How is your agency funded?

The three primary sources of agency funding are special events (29.6%), individual donations (29.7%), and grants (13.6%).  Additional funding comes from a variety of sources including but not limited to the City of Plano, Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas, United Way, civic foundations, and religious organizations.

11.  What Is the legal description of your agency? For example, non-profit corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Texas, etc.

The Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Texas.

12.  Opportunities for students                                                                 

Individual Intervention (direct services, counseling, etc.)                 

Group work                                                                                                    

Research/evaluation             

Work with larger groups such as neighborhoods or communities                        

Grant writing                                                                                                     

Advocacy                                                                                                          

Participation in planning/policy meetings with staff                                                 

