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In October, 2003 Texas Woman’s Univer-
sity’s Drama Program Director Sharon Benge 
celebrated a very special anniversary; the 
start of her þfteenth year as co-host of WRR-
FM’s radio show, Art Matters.

Professor Benge and her co-host, former 
newsman and TV anchor, Quin Mathews 
have produced, directed and performed 
the show since its inception on October 23, 
1988. They have assembled more than 780 
thirty-minute broadcasts and together have 
conducted over 2000 audio interviews with 
artists, musicians, performers and profession-
als. While concentrating upon the cultural 
scene in North Central Texas, the two hosts 
have taken their recorders with them on trips 
throughout the Americas, Europe and Asia. 
Calling the show one of the more enjoyable 
endeavors of her professional career, Benge 
revels in the entree the show provides her to 
the world of artistic creation, performance, 
and presentation. She recalls interviewing the 
legendary actress Helen Hayes, her childhood 
idol, ballerina Maria Tallchief, sculptor Rich-
ard Serra, pianist Van Cliburn and architect 
Frank Gehry. Her microphone has opened 
the doors of the Peggy Guggenheim Museum 
in Venice, taken her backstage at London’s 
New Globe Theater and into the board room 
of the Metropolitan Museum of New York. 
Professor Benge has also used her interview 
contacts to the beneþt of her Texas Womanõs 
University drama students. By extending 
speaking invitations to the theater and arts 
professionals she has met in the course of her 
show, TWU drama students have been able 
to observe rehearsals at some of the area’s 
leading theaters, learn from a member of the 
original Broadway cast of A Chorus Line, take 
a movement class from the dance captain of 
the international touring company of Mama 
Mia, meet and become inspired by a young 
musician/artist who has developed the Earth 
Harp, a playable sculpture known as the “World’s largest stringed instrument.” Through a recent interview, she was able to arrange for the TWU 
drama program to present a group of ‘Theater of the Absurd’ one act plays in the auditorium of the new Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth.

Schooled and experienced in many phases of the performing and visual arts, and extremely knowledgeable about the numerous arts organiza-
tions, presenters, creators and performers in North Texas, Professor Benge has been able to use her broadcast assignments to enrich her students 
and her university.

Dr. Lynda Uphouse (Biology) on the right, receives National Role Model citation 
from Andrea Mickle, President and CEO for Minority Access Inc. at its Fourth 
Annual Role Models Conference held in September in Washington, D.C.

University/Corporate Partnership 
Increases the Number of Women 
Engineers in the Workplace

Texas Instruments, Inc. (T.I.), Texas Tech University, and Texas 
Woman’s University have established a partnership which provides 
exciting opportunities for students at TWU. Through funding provided 
by T.I., selected female students participate in the WIN (Women 
In Engineering) program administered through the Department of 
Mathematics and Computer Science. WIN students at TWU pursue 
a specially designed undergraduate program in mathematics or 
computer science at TWU prior to moving on to a graduate program in 
Electrical Engineering at Texas Tech University. The program provides 
TWU participants with þnancial incentives, mentoring, internships at 
T.I., and interaction with T.I. staff and Texas Tech faculty members. 
Fifteen TWU students have participated in the program. Nine are 
currently enrolled as mathematics or computer science majors at TWU, 
þve TWU graduates have entered the Texas Tech program. The þrst 
TWU WIN student graduated with a Master of Science in Electrical (Continued on page 2)
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The ability to think critically remains one 
of the most valid pedagogical expectations 
for liberal arts students in higher education. 
TWU’s College of Arts and Sciences 
addresses this compelling challenge 
with undergraduate core curriculum 
requirements, a wide variety of diverse 
major opportunities in the arts/sciences/
professional studies, and off campus 
enrichment/þeld study programs.

In a society that increasingly seeks 
career outcomes directly tied to academic 

pursuits, the need for an academic foundation of liberal arts studies has 
never been more needed. How are we addressing the academic breadth 
of undergraduate studies that prepares individuals to make informed 
decisions?

In addition to a State mandated undergraduate core curriculum, 
TWU students have opportunities to engage in a number of enrichment 
programs designed to academically challenge the brightest, expand 
individual global awareness, and explore opportunities for institutional 
and corporate partnerships. Honors Scholars share cultural þeld trip 
experiences regionally, nationally, and internationally. Study abroad 
programs remain an important component of many of our professional 
þelds of study. These student and faculty accomplishments are celebrated 
throughout this edition of the College Newsletter.

Critical thinking skills are products of liberal arts studies, providing 
needed tools for functionally adapting to the changing needs of the 
work place. Career changes occur about as frequently as undergraduate 
students change majors. Careers that yet do not exist will be embraced 
by those who have the academic breadth of reasoning that is inherent 
with a liberal arts academic background.

Alan Greenspan, Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, focused upon 
the values of a liberal education during an address at the International 
Understanding Award Dinner of the Institute of International Education 
in New York (October 29, 2002).

“Creative intellectual energy . . . drives our system forward. As the 
conceptual inputs to the value added in our economic processes continue 
to grow, the ability to think abstractly will be increasingly important 
across a broad range of professions. Critical awareness and the abilities 
to hypothesize, to interpret, and to communicate are essential elements 
of successful innovation in a conceptual-based economy.

The roots and nature of how the human mind innovates have always 
been subject to controversy. Yet, even without hard indisputable 
evidence, a remarkable and broad presumption is that the ability to 
think conceptually is fostered through exposure to philosophy, literature, 
music, art and languages. So-called liberal education is presumed to 
spawn a greater understanding of all aspects of living – an essential 
ingredient to broaden one’s worldview. As the president of the University 
of Pennsylvania, Judith Rodin, put it, such an understanding comes by 
òvaulting over disciplinary wallsó and exploring other þelds of study. 
Most great conceptual advances are interdisciplinary and involve 
synergies of different specialties.

The challenge for our institutions of higher education is to successfully 
blend the exposure to all aspects of human intellectual activity, especially 
our artistic propensities and our technical skills. The challenge is 
particularly daunting because scientific knowledge expands and 
broadens the measurable rewards of its curriculum at a pace that liberal 
arts, by their nature, have difþculty matching. The depth of knowledge 
in nuclear physics is today far greater than it was a century ago, and 
useful teaching hours have doubtless expanded many fold. But do the 
same possibilities exist for courses in English literature. Engineering and 
metallurgical insights have reduced the number of people required to 
produce a ton of steel, but the same number of musicians will be needed 
to perform a Beethoven quartet this evening as were needed a century 
ago. Overwhelmed with the increasing scientiþc knowledge base, our 
universities are going to have to struggle to prevent the liberal arts 
curricula from being swamped by technology and science.

America’s reputation as a world leader in higher education is grounded 
in the ability of academic versatility within institutions, taken together, 
to serve practical needs of an economy and, more important, to unleash 
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Engineering from Texas Tech in May 2003.
T.I. has provided $100,000 in scholarship funds in each of the last three years. 

These funds help support the WIN program along with student scholarships 
provided through NSF CSEMS grants. The partnership with T.I. was a signiþcant 
factor in receiving the original NSF funding of $287,000 two years ago. These 
grants provide support for þnancially needy, academically gifted students 
enrolled in computer science, mathematics, or engineering programs.

Women Engineers in the Work-

Standing, l to r: Diana Dickey, Casee Hamilton, Heather McClendon, Christina Brinkley, 
Lacey Pemberton, Ebondy McGee. Sitting, l to r: Pamela Islam, Kate Amorella, Meagan 
Pollock, Stephanie Arnold

the creative thinking that moves a society forward. It is the recognition of 
these values that has attracted such a large segment of the world student 
population to our institutions of higher education.”*

The corporate/guild relationship that identiþes higher education is truly 
served when corporate efþciency is balanced with professional measures of 
comprehensive integrity and academic standards. . . all part of the liberal 
arts and sciences being offered at TWU.
@[¯y{©§«ª |©¦¤ W£w¥ ]©{{¥ª§w¥%ª wzz©{ªª w©{  ¥ «~{ §¬x£ y z¦¤w ¥ w¥z w§§{w©{zB 
in part, in the Summer 2003 Edition of “Liberal Education.”

New Degree Program Opens 
Doors for Adult Students

The College of Arts and Sciences recently received approval to 
offer a Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) degree beginning in fall 
2004. The BGS degree is an interdisciplinary program intended to 
provide versatility for students wishing to complete a bachelor’s 
degree. The primary audience for the BGS degree is adult learners 
who have completed the equivalent of the þrst two years of college. 
These students are often in the workforce but will professionally 
beneþt with a baccalaureate degree.  Others have been out of college, 
unemployed and seek a college degree for enhanced employment 
options. 

A secondary audience for the BGS degree focuses upon currently 
enrolled students at the university who have accumulated a 
signiþcant number of hours in multiple disciplines without þnalizing 
a major.  Since the program’s primary focus is adult learners and 
part-time students who need the ÿexibility for curriculum designed 
to balance work and life responsibilities, a comprehensive program 
utilizing both on-campus and online credit opportunities will be 
provided.

The opportunity to offer a ÿexible degree program will allow 
TWU to assist in increasing the number of degrees awarded in 
Texas. The General Studies degree will help to address the State-
wide mandate, Closing the Gaps, by providing an opportunity for the 
targeted audience to complete their college degrees. 

For information, contact Dr. Don Edwards, Associate Dean of 
Arts and Sciences, at (940) 898-3326 or Dedwards@twu.edu. 
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Standing: Deidre Sklar, Dance; DiAnna Hynds, Biology; Abigal Tilton, Social Work; 
Kay Marsh, ESFL. Sitting: Lisa Zotterelli, Sociology; Cynthia Maguire, Chemistry; 
Michael Bergel, Biology.  Photos courtesy of Marketing and Communication. (Not 
shown) Mary Anderson, Melinda Lang, Kathy DeOrnellas.

New Faculty

External Funding in College 
Nears $2,000,000
Department	 Faculty	S ource	 Amount
Biology Nathaniel Mills
 John Knesek Invitrogen Corp.       70,000
 Lynda Uphouse PHS -- Nat. Institutes of Health     224,413
 Lynda Uphouse PHY -- MBRS     507,042
School of Management
Fashion/Textiles Charles Riggs Texas Dept. Mental Health & 
  Retardation         4,500
 Charles Riggs TX Food and Fibers       37,200
History/Government Jim Alexander State of Texas     420,520
Mathematics &
Computer Science Catherine Banks THECB       78,182
 Don Edwards NSF     400,000
 Winifred Mallam NSF       35,118
Sociology and
Social Work Linda Marshall
 Peggy Ables HHS -- Children and Families     190,050
Student Research
Support L. Sinclair-Worley NSF       17,294
School of the Arts
Drama Sharon Benge
Visual Arts John Weinkein
Dance Deidre Sklar THECB         7,000

 TOTAL:  $1,991,319

Science Research Update
Dr. Michael Bergel and Dr. DiAnna Hynds joined the Biology De-

Left: Dr. Mary Anderson, Graduate 
Research Building Laboratory. 
Below: Dr. John Knesek and 
Dr. Nathaniel Mills, in front of 
plant growth incubator in Old Main 
Building.

Left: Dr. DiAnna Hynds, 
Department of Biology.

Above: Ph.D. student, Ms. Mangalam 
Subramanian is being trained in tissue 
culture by Dr. Michael Bergel.   Photo Credit: 

Below: Dr. Mark Britt, Chemistry

partment as Assistant Professors in fall, 2003.  Dr. Bergel came from 
the National Cancer Institute and continues with research to explore 
new molecular targets for cancer prevention and therapy.   Dr. Hynds 
came from the University of Kentucky and is developing work on the 
re-growth of nerve cells after damage, a process that fails to occur after 
spinal cord injury.

Also arriving in the fall, 2003, semester, was Dr. Mary Anderson, 
coming to the Chemistry Department from a research appointment at 
UNT and the University of Memphis.  Her research efforts focus on 
a compound called glutathione (GSH), an important antioxidant that 
is thought to be involved in many aspects of cellular defenses and in 
pathogenesis.  Her research group is looking at the pathways of GSH 
synthesis. Dr. Mark Britt joined the Department of Chemistry in fall, 2002. 
His research studies how the structure of some proteins allows them to 
process other molecules in metabolism. 

Two veteran members of the Biology Department, Drs. Nathaniel 
Mills and John Knesek, are collaborating on a research project newly 
funded by Invitrogen Corporation, a biotechnology company.  They are 
developing new ways to isolate DNA and RNA from many different kinds 
of cells.  Their results will have important implications for molecular 
biology research world-wide.

Ms. Parmeet Jodhka, a doctoral candidate in Molecular Biology, was named the Toulouse 
Outstanding Doctoral Student by the Federation of North Texas Area Universities at the 
fall meeting. Parmeet (third from left) is congratulated by her mentor, Dr. Conrad-Webb, 
Associate Professor of Biology (left), Dr. Carolyn Gunning, Interim Provost and VP for 
Academic Affairs (second from left), and Dr. Ann Stuart, Chancellor and President.

Women in Aviation Symposium

Fifteen members of the Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II attended the þrst 
Women in Aviation Symposium. Lorraine Nelson Bain, Caro Bosca, Mickey Brown, 
Maxine Flournoy, Helen Mary Foster, Doris Gee, Dorothy Lucas, Dora McKeown, 
Madge Moore, Betty Riddle, Betty Shipley, Betty Smith, Ruth Wheeler, Rita Wischmeyer, 
Marty Wyall.

The þrst biannual Women in Aviation Symposium, cosponsored by the 
Department of History and Government and the Woman’s Collection in 
October 2003 was a resounding success. Approximately three hundred 
people attended the lectures given by historians Reina Pennington, Jacque 
Boyd, and our own Dr. Katherine Landdeck. One hundred þfty people at-
tended the day’s events. Dallas area television Channel Five was on hand 
and promoted the event and the University with an extensive story in which 
they interviewed Professor Landdeck and WASP Caro Bayley Bosca, and 
utilized footage from our Woman’s Collection. The positive response by 
both the University and Denton area communities has encouraged both 
the Department of History and Government and the Woman’s Collection 
to plan to work together in future such endeavors.




