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A Scholar s Story

by Hugh Burns
Texas Woman s University

I have lived for forty-two days in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
So what?

I have learned so much about the history of Saudi Arabia, the
current tensions in the Middle East, Islam, and (of course) the state of
education for gifted and talented education in the Kingdom. | am look-
ing forward to sharing this experience with you someday, somewhere,
some how. Inshallah [God willing].

Dr. Hugh Burns with Dr.
Hamad Al-Baadi, and
Colleagues at the King
Adbulaziz & His Companions
Foundation for the Gifted.

I also learned how to bargain in the souks for gold, how to use 33
prayer beads, how to eat goat brains with my right hand, how to sit on
an Arabian carpet at night in the desert drinking tea and talking until
nearly dawn, how to rinse my pngers after eating dates, how to persist
in the processing of an exit Visa, how to accept gawa (Arabian coffee),
how to see my name change to “Doctor Hugh,” and how to keep the
soles of my feet on the yoor.

I have learned how to reyect about eternity pve times a day, how to
make a bus reservation to Bahrain, how not to enter buildings through
the Ladiesi Entrance, how to pnd Bahrain on a map, how to write some
Arabic, and how not to pronounce some Arabic, how to appreciate the
amazingly different pallets of desert color.

I have learned how to leave work at 3:30 p.m. or be locked in for the

Dr. Hamad Al-Baadi
(Secretary General of King
Abdulaziz & His Com-
panions Foundation for the
Gifted) is taking me on a
weekend tour of his date
farm about an hour outside of
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

night, how to ride a Lifecycle at a ptness center, how to read the Arabic
calendar, how to appreciate the craziness of the World Cup fans, and
how to approach a basic understanding of scoring in cricket.

I have learned how to work around blocked Internet URLS to keep
research going, how to speak to a classroom of veiled Saudi women
nursing students, how to appreciate the camel’s contribution, how to
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start a conversation with a Saudi stranger at a Saudi wedding only to
pnd out that the stranger graduated from the University of Texas at
Austin with a Ph.D. in zoology.

I have learned how to purchase CDs in a record shop when the
mutawa (moral police) are nearby, how to grow a silver beard, how to
stay inside during a dust storm, how to drink six glasses of six different
fresh juices each day, how to appreciate bottled water and thousands of
different hot breads, how to have your hands scented with perfumed
waters when leaving a home of a friend, how to savor hot cinnamon
milk late at night, how to make dinner reservations no earlier than
10:00 p.m., how to take naps when the afternoons are hot and how not
to ask what the temperature will be in Riyadh today. There must be at
least one poem in all this.

Dr. Hugh Burns entertaining
questions after a public lecture on
“Gifted Education & Technology”
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Know this. Saudi Arabia and the United States are interdependent
nations. Itis not just about oil. There is a common intellectual capital.
Thousands upon thousands of Saudi Arabians have studied in the
colleges and universities of United States. Thousands upon thou-
sands of American Citizens have worked and lived in the Kingdom
for the past half a century. There are differences, of course, in every
dimension - historical, cultural, political, and economic, among others.
Some differences are real, but some differences are only perceived or
manufactured.

— -?1 Dr. Hugh Burns presents Dr. Hamad
Al-Baadi with a gift from Texas

Woman’s University. Also pictured

— 1 is Lora J. Berg, Cultural Attache,

i Embassy of the United States, Riyadh,
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

&

Intelligence is recognizing similarities among differences and
differences among the similarities. The point is to engage and to con-
nect. “Only connect.” | am grateful to the people who supported by
Fulbright experience.

How | wish and pray that my small moment in time in Saudi Ara-
bia will help our nations continue to cooperate together in the cause
of learning, in the cause of peace, in the cause of wisdom. Respect is
mutual. Our destinies are interlocked. Earth is tiny.

Dr. Hugh Burns is Professor and Chair of the Department of English, Speech, and
Foreign Languages. Dr. Burns served as a Fulbright Senior Specialist for King
Abdulaziz and His Companions Foundation for the Gifted, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
from May 4 through June 16, 2002 - Sponsored by the Council of International
Exchange of Scholars.

Reprinted (in part) with the permission of the Bureau of Education and Cultural

Dr. Dan Miller,

President-Elect
National Association of
School Psychologists

by Alex Thomas, NCSP,
Elections Chair

The next president-elect for NASP will be
Daniel Miller of Denton, Texas. Dan Miller is currently serving as the
Texas state delegate and has recently chaired the Personnel Shortages
Task Force; he was also Southeast Region Delegate Representative
for 1999-2001 and served Texas as the prst President of its school
psychology association (TASP) in 1995. Dan has worked as a school
psychologist practitioner full-time for the past 22 years. He has served
as the Director of the School Psychology Graduate Training Program
at Texas Womanis University since 1995 and as the Department Chair

since 1997. (Continued on page 2)



NOTES FROM

THE DEAN
Reorganization Highlights

TWU School of the Arts

by Richard Rodean

TWUIis arts programs have enjoyed a rich
history of campus traditions, with recognized
success in artistic accomplishments and
outstanding professional development of
students and faculty. This history, coupled
with more recent efforts to focus upon
interdisciplinary strengths of existing arts
programs, contributes to a new administrative
academic unit A The TWU School of the Arts.
Authorized by the TWU Board of Regents in
June (2002) and approved by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board in October, the School of the Arts joins
the existing School of Management as focused disciplines designed
to enhance student accessibility, operational efpciency, and academic
quality.

Capitalizing upon the academic and performance/production
diversity rooted within the departments of dance, drama, music,
and visual arts; the seamless yow of student opportunities between
these departments is projected to enhance production and curricular
collaboration. Although the current homes/facilities for each discipline
remain, recent renovations to the Music Building, Eberly Recital Hall,
MCL Auditorium, the ceramic patio of the Art Building, and a much
anticipated major renovation for Redbud Theatre, contribute to the
upgraded show case settings that serve our students while expanding
community artistic outreach.

Now begins the task of developing a uniped mission to attract and
retain the pnest arts students to TWU while opening wide doors of
artistic opportunities for students in all disciplines. Now begins the task
of trumpeting those programs that have earned regional and national
recognition for past success and future promise. The School is off to a
pne start with national professional accreditation already achieved in
two areas 6 music and dance. The Department of Visual Arts is moving
forward with similar efforts to achieve the longer range goals of having
all arts units professionally accredited — a singular accomplishment for
any university.

432 undergraduate and graduate arts majors initiated the first
operational term of the new School of the Arts. Professor John Weinkein
serves as the Director of the School and the Chair of the Visual Arts
component. Leadership responsibilities for other disciplines include
Dr. Penelope Hanstein (dance), Dr. James Chenevert (music), and Prof.

g

From left to right: Dr. Penelope Hanstein, Dr. James Chenevert, Professor
Sharon Benge and Professor John Weinkein.

New and Old Faces Fill
Leadership Positions

Dr. James Chenevert

Dr. James Chenevert joins the new School of
the Arts as the chair of Music and Drama.

Dr. Chenevert comes to TWU after a pfteen
year administrative/teaching appointment
at Alverno College (Milwaukee, Wisconsin).
As a music theorist and composer, he earned
his academic degrees from the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

Dr. Penelope Hanstein

Dr. Penelope Hanstein has served as the
Program Director of Dance at TWU since 1989.
Prior to that appointment, Dr. Hanstein was
the Chair of the Department of Dance within
the College of HPER&D and the Speaker of the
Faculty Senate (1986-1988). With the formation
of the School of the Arts, Dr. Hanstein continues
her administrative service as the Chair of the
Dance Department.

Dr. Sarah Mclintire

Dr. Sarah Mclintire assumed the position as
Chair of Biology at the start of the Spring term.
Dr. Mcintire joined TWUGs faculty in 1990 as a
research biologist. She continues her research/
teaching activities with NIH-funded lab support.
Additionally, Dr. Mclntire serves as the Chair of
the TWU Graduate Council and President of the
League of Women Voters of Denton.

Dr. Dan Miller,
President-Elect NASP

(Continued from page 1)

Dan views his leadership role in NASP as an opportunity to help
address some of the major challenges facing the profession in the
near future. These include a growing shortage of qualiped school
psychologists, training all school psychologists in crisis response and
streamlining the bureaucracy of special education law. 0The events
of September 11 helped make clear the importance of having skilled
mental health providers in the schools,d he states. dUnfortunately our
profession is facing a well documented shortage of practitioners in a
climate where there is a growing demand for school psychological
services. We need to increase the pool of qualiped professionals and
ensure that they are trained to respond to the diverse mental health
needs of students today, including crisis prevention and intervention.”
Regarding IDEA Reauthorization, Dan notes, 0The bureaucratic
compliance issues associated with special education law (IDEA) are
time-consuming, often ineffective, and contribute to professional
burnout. We must advocate for legislation that promotes effective
services without redundant paperwork and provides funding for
training and hiring school psychologists outside of special education.”
Dr. Miller is a Professor of Psychology at Texas Womanis University.
He will assume duties as President in July 2003.

Edited portions extracted with permission from Communique, Newspaper of the
National Association of School Psychologists—Volume 30, Number 7.
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