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On April 17, 2009, at the World Trade Center in Dallas, Texas, The Fashion Group International (FGI) of Dallas hosted its 41st annual Career Day event with support from the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA). The one-day educational event is the largest event of its kind in the United States targeting students enrolled in university fashion programs. FGI Career Day offers students the opportunity to enter five competitions sponsored by FGI, TDA, and industry partners.  In all competitions, entries are judged by a panel of industry professionals and the top winners are awarded monetary scholarships and/or prizes.
This year, TWU students were exceptionally successful in winning awards:
· The Fashion Design - Apparel Competition 
· FGI Design Laureate Award (The Best of Show Award) – Hannah Schmidt, junior fashion design major (A one –month Paris Scholarship Award to Paris American Academy)
· 1st Place – Career, Hannah Schmidt, junior fashion design major

· 1st Place – Mohair, Monica Gaytan, senior fashion design major

· 2nd Place – Career, Sharon Clay, post bac fashion design major

· 3rd Place – Cocktail/Eveningwear, Hannah Schmidt, junior fashion design major

· 3rd Place – Wool, Monir Sadeyhaini, junior fashion design major

· The Merchandising Award of Excellence 

· 1st Place, Lindsey Jones, senior fashion merchandising major
· The Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS (DIFFA) Collegiate Cotton Denim Jean Jacket Competition 

· 2nd Place, Kathy Moseley, senior fashion design major
· The Natural Fibers Trend Board Competition 

· 2nd Place – Mohair, Autumn Hicks, junior fashion design major

· 3rd Place – Cotton, Courtney Lantrip, sophomore fashion merchandising major

As a summary, at Career Day 2009, among the 44 awards presented to students from 16 schools, Texas Woman’s University students were given recognition for 10 of these awards.

More Information About Career Day
Each year, Career Day draws approximately 1200 participants consisting of students and faculty typically from 40 schools and 11 states.  The event features event-opening and lunch keynote speakers that are industry leaders in fashion design and retailing, as well as industry professionals that speak to students in over 60 classroom sessions scheduled throughout the day.   In addition, a Student Resource Expo provides students and faculty with information regarding fashion industry firms.  
Besides educational programming,.  The competitions include the following:

· The Fashion Design - Apparel Competition which gives students the opportunity to demonstrate their talents in design, construction, fiber usage, and trend research.  Top entries are showcased in a professional runway fashion show held in the afternoon during Career Day.  Within this competition, students may enter designs in the casual, career, cocktail/evening, theatre/costume/wearable art, cotton, wool, and/or mohair categories.  This year, over 400 entries were received.  Besides monetary awards, the top two designers in this competition are awarded an all-expense paid, one-month scholarship to Paris American Academy in Paris, France.

· The Merchandising Award of Excellence which recognizes outstanding performance by a student in visual merchandising, marketing, branding, and promotional analysis at the retail level through the production of a story board and written analysis.  This year, students focused on analyzing Kenneth Cole products and merchandising applications in department stores.  
· The Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS (DIFFA) Collegiate Cotton Denim Jean Jacket Competition which recognizes outstanding redesign of a cotton denim jacket.  All entries are donated to DIFFA to be sold at fund-raising auctions and events to support direct care for people living with HIV/AIDS and preventive education for those as risk.  

· The Four-Legged Fashion Competition which offers a unique opportunity to design and produce apparel for a niche market – dogs!  All entries are donated to the Four-Legged Fashion group to be sold at a fund-raising auction to benefit animal rescue organizations.
· The Trend Board Competition which gives students the opportunity to promote cotton, wool, or mohair through the production of a presentation board that depicts trends in the use of Texas natural fibers.  

