FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Pink Ribbon Blues:

How Breast Cancer Culture

Undermines Women’s Health 
When: Thursday, April 1, 2010;  12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308

Presenter: Dr. Gayle Sulik (Dept. of Sociology & Social Work)
Presenter’s session description:  Pink Ribbon Blues: How Breast Cancer Culture Undermines Women’s Health offers the first comprehensive look at the culture of breast cancer in the United States. The book shows how advocacy, publicity, and mass marketing created a culture that transformed breast cancer from an important women’s health problem in need of complicated social and medical solutions to a popular item for public consumption. Although “pink ribbon culture” has brought the disease into the light and empowered millions of women to claim their status as survivors, it has not succeeded in preventing or eradicating the disease, providing access to quality treatment and care, offering adequate support, or managing conflicts of interest between advocacy, care, and profit. Based on eight years of ethnographic research—including techniques such as content analysis, formal interviews, and participant observation—Sulik’s research provides an in-depth and contextualized analysis of breast cancer as a cultural phenomenon that has real consequences for diagnosed women and for women’s health in general. At the same time, it shows how the context of breast cancer continues to shift, offering insight into how to expand our thinking about breast cancer and revolutionize our approach.  

Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Anyone interested in the sessions is welcome to attend.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  

For further information:  Presenter: GSulik@mail.twu.edu; Series: SSouris@twu.edu
