FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Enhanced Education across Disciplines:  Applying the SENCER Model at TWU
When: Tuesday, February 23, 2010; 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308

Presenters:  David Rylander (School of Management) and Cynthia Maguire (Chemistry and Physics)

Presenters’ session description: The TWU College of Arts & Sciences is embracing the SENCER model (Science Education for New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities).  This presentation will demonstrate how the model has been applied in the School of Management and the Department of Chemistry and Physics with some interdisciplinary cooperation and integration.  The SENCER approach focuses on real world problems as a way to apply scientific knowledge across the curriculum.  The School of Management has used this model in a business context, but the topic of focus is consistent with core SCI courses taught in the Department of Chemistry and Physics.  Both disciplines have emphasized environmental sustainability as a common real world problem that involves both business and scientific solutions.  Our presentation will cover:  (a) a description of the School of Management’s “Green Theme,” which includes guest speakers, an essay contest, and green e-portfolios spanning multiple courses; (b) how science classes teach the pursuit of sustainable solutions to complex social issues via group projects, field trips, and civic engagement assignments; and (c) examples of how the two departments have combined efforts with cross-teaching and other cooperation.  Student research results and future plans will also be presented. 
Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Anyone interested in the sessions is welcome to attend.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  

Future sessions: Dr. Grigorieva on preparing Math Olympiad winners (March 3) and  Dr. Sulik on breast cancer (April 1).  

For further information:  Presenter:  DRylander@twu.edu; Series: SSouris@twu.edu
