FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
The Development of a More Meaningful Relationship:

Exploring the Use of Attachment Theory

in Our Work with Students
When: Tuesday, April 14, 2009, 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308
Who: Dr. Jenelle Fitch (Psychology and Philosophy) 
Presenter’s session description: The human relationship is an important component of life. We develop relationships in a variety of arenas: within our families, at work, in therapy, and with our students. The establishment of relationships helps us to develop our identities and fuels our desires to succeed. Attachment theory has been notable in conceptualizing human relationships (e.g., Ainsworth, Blethar, Waters, & Wall, 1978). More recent research in attachment has focused on therapy relationships (Mallinckrodt, Gantt, & Coble, 1995; Orlinsky, Grawe, & Parks, 1994; Pistole, 1999) and on supervisory relationships (Fitch & Pistole, 2008; Fitch, Pistole, & Gunn, 2007; Pistole & Watkins, 1995; Riggs & Bretz, 2006). These more current studies are wonderful ways through which we can better learn and understand how to develop fruitful and satisfying relationships with our students. This talk will focus on how salient these elements of attachment are for our student relationships. The Attachment Caregiving Model of Supervision (Fitch et al.) will be discussed and ways through which we can employ various aspects of the model with our students will be shared. 
Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Although the presentations are by faculty members in the College, anyone interested in the sessions is welcome to attend.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  
For further information:  To contact the presenter: JFitch@mail.twu.edu.   For information about the series: SSouris@twu.edu.
