FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

The Returning Vet and Film Noir:
“The Problematic”
When: Thursday, November 5, 2009, 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308

Who: Dr. John A. Calabrese (Department of Visual Arts) 
Presenter’s session description: Dr. Calabrese will offer a brief definition of film noir--its visual stylistics, plots, character types, and key character motifs.  These are moody, atmospheric, fatalistic crime thrillers from the classic phase of this style, 1940-58.  “The problematic” is a situation within these films where the film attempts to deal with a problem without overtly stating it.  It is embedded within the story line.  Ostensibly these are thriller/suspense films--murder mysteries.  Beneath many plots are issues dealing with the returning vet to a society that is less than eager to have him, a world in which he does not fit.  He returns to find an unfaithful wife, women usurping available jobs, no alternative job possibilities, and disillusionment.  He is oftentimes forced to assume the position of a criminal who has to vindicate himself by overcoming various insurmountable obstacles.   Each film presents variations on this theme.  He may either be a criminal who attempts to go straight or is innocent of a crime he is blamed for.  Often he is a victim of amnesia, which compounds his predicament.  As many selected clips as possible of the following films or others will be shown depending on time available:  The Best Years of Our Lives (1946) (not a noir for comparison), Fredrick March, Dana Andrews, Harold Russell; The Blue Dahlia (1946), Alan Ladd, William Bendix; Crossfire (1947), Robert  Mitchum, Robert Young, Robert Ryan; Somewhere in the Night (1946), John Hodiak; Nobody Lives Forever (1946), John Garfield; Kansas City Confidential (1953), John Payne; High Wall (1947),  Robert Taylor; Suddenly (1953), Frank Sinatra; and Act of Violence (1949),  Van Heflin, Robert Ryan.  Dr. Calabrese teaches art history and film studies courses.  
Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Although the presentations are by faculty members in the College, anyone interested in the sessions is welcome to attend.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  

Next session: Dec. 1, Dr. Singh (School of Management) on valuing customers. 
For further information:  Presenter: JCalabrese@twu.edu; series: SSouris@twu.edu.
