FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 

about Underachieving Students in Science 1003
When: Wednesday, April 8, 2009, 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308
Who: Cynthia Maguire (Chemistry & Physics) 
Presenter’s session description: I teach Fundamentals of Science (SCI 1003) in which there regularly appears a divide between those students who complete the course successfully and those who just disappear sometime after mid-term.  My impression is that prior to the moment of their disappearance, those students who leave have essentially the same grades and attendance patterns as those who stay in to complete the course.  First, I want to know WHY some students leave.  Eventually, I hope to learn WHETHER and HOW I might intervene to prevent this failure.  My study involves the use of surveys that are specifically designed to measure student self-assessment of learning.  These are administered parallel to selected content areas of the course several times during the semester.  Questions inquire about what helps/hinders students as they learn and their feelings about the course.  The data collection phase for the fall semester should be completed by March of 2009.  I believe this study would be of interest to faculty whose students are underachievers, or to faculty  who sometimes wish they could more successfully inspire success in their students.
Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Although the presentations are by faculty members in the College, anyone interested in the sessions is welcome to attend.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  
Next session: April 14, Jenelle Fitch (Psych. & Phil.) on the use of Attachment Theory in our work with students.  
For further information:  To contact the presenter: cmaguire@twu.edu.  For information about the series: SSouris@twu.edu.
