FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
“What Do You Mean ‘We,’ White Professor?”:

Thinking about Teaching about Race
When: Wed., Feb. 25, 2009, 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308
Who: Dr. Judy Rohrer, Women’s Studies Program
Description of the session.   How is it that we learn to teach about race and against racism?  Where do we find support for that work?  How do we determine whether we are being effective or not?  How do we make the naturalized whiteness all around us visible, and then problematic, without causing students to become defensive and shut us out?  How do we best teach about race in racially mixed classrooms?  In largely white classrooms?  How do we explain institutional racism without flattening the very different histories of racialization in this country?  When and how do we “come out” about our own racial privileges/disadvantages and identification(s)?  These are questions that animate me pedagogically as a white woman trying to teach about race and against racism in the Arts and Sciences. In this presentation I explore some of my experiences (successes, mistakes, frustrations), strategies, and ongoing questions in hopes of contributing to a larger dialogue about how to do this work. I analyze how my whiteness privileges me in the classroom and makes me less susceptible to the personalized challenges that often confront professors of color.  I suggest we think more about how we might use our multiple, intersectional identities to destabilize simple binaries and disrupt assumptions about static recognizable identities.  I am working on an article addressing this subject and would appreciate the opportunity to gain feedback from colleagues.                       

Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Although the presentations are by faculty members in the College, anyone interested in the sessions is welcome.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  Future sessions:  March 3, Dr. Singh on the consumer purchase decision process; March 11, Dr. Omary on custom-made molecules; March 24, Dr. Maguire on scholarship of teaching and learning about science.  
For further information:  To contact the presenter: JRohrer@twu.edu; for information about the series: SSouris@twu.edu.
