FACULTY SPOTLIGHT SERIES

TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
The “Opt-Out Revolution”: 

Are Married Women with Children Really Staying Home?
When: Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 12:25-12:55
Where: Stoddard Hall 308
Who: Dr. Philip Yang, Professor of Sociology
Description of the session:    In recent years, U.S. media have reported a new trend in returning home among married women with children, especially college-educated ones. Journalist Lisa Belkin even coined a new term “the opt-out revolution” to describe this new trend. The media reports have raised questions about the well-documented trends of increasing labor force participation among married women with young and minor children in the United States. Is this reversed trend in staying home among married women with children a myth or reality? Specifically, is there really a reversed trend of staying home among married women with young children under the age of 6 in recent years, and what about among married women with school-age children aged 6-17?  Is there a new trend of staying home among college-educated married women with young children aged 5 or younger, and what about among college-educated married women with school-age children aged 6-17?  Using both cohort and period data from the General Social Surveys and various statistical techniques, the authors have provided solid evidence to answer these questions. They will also discuss implications of their findings for media reports, the “opt-out revolution,” feminism, and social policies for helping working mothers to balance work and family obligations.
Description of the series:   Sponsored by the College of Arts and Sciences, this lunchtime (“brown bag”) series of presentations features ongoing research, scholarship, and creative efforts by faculty members in the College.  The purpose of the series is to further promote those activities at TWU and to foster collegial and interdisciplinary relations among faculty members across the College and the University.  Although the presentations are by faculty members in the College, anyone interested in the sessions is welcome.  Presentation proposals are reviewed by an advisory committee consisting of representation from all the major areas of the College.  Next session: Dr. Brian Beck (Biology) on protein interactions (Dec. 4). 

For further information:  To contact the presenter:  PYang@twu.edu; for information about the series: SSouris@twu.edu.
