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Purpose
TWU core is a 42 hour program and two competencies.  44 learning outcomes are established by the state in 8 out of 9 areas plus 2 competencies. The 9th area is an institutional area allowing TWU to establish its own outcome area (emphasis in multi cultural-women’s studies and financial and qualitative literacy).  

SACS has guided the core curriculum process from the beginning.  The Office of Undergraduate Studies is responsible for monitoring and supporting assessment of core.  Each core area has designated years for review based on the established plan online at http://www.twu.edu/downloads/undergrad-services/UG_Review_Cycle_071510.pdf .  

Current Initiative
· Creating a Culture of Assessment --Full Compliance with core curriculum assessment and demonstrating improvements based on assessment

· Increasing positive attitudes toward assessment and resulting improvements

Assessment Team
Assessment is often viewed as a daunting or difficult task.  The Office of Undergraduate Studies is tasked with the privilege of aiding your department in identifying, implementing, and examining your assessment.    

The Office of Undergraduate Studies is here to assist departments with identifying course embedded assessment and determining the appropriate methods for data collection and analysis.  Use of new instruments is strongly discouraged.  Assessment should be part of the course assignments.

Assessment Team interaction
Working with the Office of Undergraduate Studies, departments develop a plan for assessment, completing a form to show how the assessment will be completed which is available online at Course Embedded Assessment Survey.  

To facilitate your assessment, the Office of Undergraduate Studies provides:







· Consultation
· Workshops
· Easy-to-use Templates and Example Packets


Institutional Review Board
Because the results of the assessment are used primarily for administrative purposes (i.e. routine course evaluation, internal assessment) core assessment does not require the approval of the Institutional Review Board.  In February 2011, the TWU Institutional Review Board (IRB)determined that TWU Curriculum Academic Assessments did not require the approval of the IRB.  The Office of Undergraduate Studies is collects only aggregate data with no publication of results.  Reporting to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, SACS, or internal TWU administrative use does not constitute publication.  

In submitting data to the Office of Undergraduate Studies, please remember to remove any faculty or student identifications – only aggregate data is needed.
