Requirements for Well-written Student Learning Outcome Statements

1. Outcomes must be consistent with program goals and University mission.

2. Outcomes must be measurable. Use verbs that specify the trait, ability, behavior, of habit of mind you will assess. Identify the type of measurement to be used.

3. Outcomes must measure something useful and meaningful.  The evidence produced by the outcome measure will be useful in developing and improving the program.

4. Outcomes must be explicitly stated. Use active verbs to describe what students will be able to do when they complete the course/activity.

5. Outcomes must be accompanied by a program performance standard.

Example: "75% of English majors taking the standard exam in English Literature
 
will pass all four sections of the examination."

Wording: Use active verbs to describe what students will be able to do when they complete the course/activity. (University of Illinois)

Examples:

	Comprehension of new material:


classify


describe


discuss


explain


express


identify



indicate


locate


recognize


restate


review

	Application of new knowledge or skills:

apply


choose


demonstrate


dramatize


employ


illustrate


practice


schedule


sketch


solve


use


write


[Cont. p.2]

	Analysis:


analyze


appraise


calculate


categorize


compare


contrast


criticize


examine


experiment


differentiate


distinguish


question


test


	Synthesis of knowledge:

arrange


assemble


collect


compose


create


design


formulate

manage

organize

plan

prepare

propose


write

	Evaluation of concepts, alternatives:

appraise

argue

assess

choose

compare

estimate

evaluate

judge

predict

rate

score


select

            support

	


