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Quickstart 
Guide

Welcome to your Second Life! This guide will help you get 
started fast, by explaining how to complete some of the 
most common tasks you’ll need to get the most out of your 
new Second Life. It might be helpful to print this guide for 
reference as you explore the World.

File Edit View World Tools Help Orientation Island 130, 120, 26  (Mature)  PM PST L$

Local Chat Say Gestures

Communicate Fly Snapshot Search Build Map Mini-Map Inventory

TalkLocal Chat SaySay Gestures

Communicate Fly Snapshot Search Build Map Mini-Map Inventory

Talk

Take

Sit Here Create

Open

More >

Pay Edit

Touch

Stand UpStand Up

Sit

Edit >
Preferences

Keyboard Mic/Headset Viewer InterfaceMouse
You’ll use a mouse to click buttons, make 
selections, and interact with the Second 
Life Viewer interface.

You’ll use a keyboard to participate in text 
chats, IMs, for searching, and more. Lots 
of common tasks are easier once you 
learn keyboard shortcuts.

If you have a microphone and headphones 
(or speakers), you can participate in real-
time voice conversations with other users.

This Quickstart Guide will teach you how 

the Second Life Viewer software.
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Viewer contextual menus2

Object Self Others

Viewer interface overview
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1 To access most of the features, tools and options in the Second Life Viewer, you’ll want to 

As you explore the world of Second Life, you’ll encounter both people and 
objects to interact with. Many common actions and tools are accessed through contextual 
menus, which appear when you right-click on objects, yourself, or other users.
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Moving If you prefer, you can also use an onscreen control panel 
to move around.

CommunicateCommunicate FlyFly SnapshotSnapshot

Stand UpStand Up

Sit

View >
Movement Controls

Stop FlyingStop Flying

Seeing you can move and turn the camera around to look at whatever you 
like - including yourself.

View >
Camera Controls
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Walk Sit

Fly

Appearance In Second Life, you can look like – and wear – anything you want. Edit your Appearance to adjust your physical features and 
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Set up for voice chat Tired of typing? To use the Voice features in Second Life, you’ll need to set up your microphone 
and headset. Just follow these simple steps, and you’ll be talking in no time.

Edit >
Preferences

Preferences

Enable voice chat

Push to Talk

Privacy Options

Hear voice chat from camera position

NOTE: Running the Device Settings will temporarily disconnect you
from Voice Chat.

General
Input & Camera 
Network 
Web
Graphics
Audio & Video
Text Chat
Voice Chat
Communication
Popups
Skins

AboutAbout HelpHelp OKOK CancelCancelCancel CancelApplyApply

Device SettingsDevice Settings

Hear voice chat from avatar position

Voice Chat Device Settings

Audio Devices

Input Level

Input device (microphone):

Adjust the slider to control...

Default

Output device (speakers):
Default
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IMs & voice calls

Communicate

7Local chat & voice

Local ChatLocal Chat

CommunicateCommunicate FlyFly SnapshotSnapshot

Mini-Map InventoryInventory

Talk

Mini-MapMini-Map
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Express yourself! You can talk to the people around 
you through text-based Local Chat. If you have a 
microphone, you can also speak out loud using 
inworld voice.

Want to have a private conversation? Use instant 
messages or voice calls to talk to other users, no 
matter where they are in Second Life.

You can also IM users who aren’t nearby from your Friends list.
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Location
locations. Use Landmarks to save time, and jump straight to your favorite places!

TeleportTeleport

World Map

Person
Infohead
Telehub

Search Results:

Land for Sale
Events
Events (M)

Objects Terrain

SearchSearch

TeleportTeleport

Copy SLURL to clipboardCopy SLURL to clipboard

Brightonia

Landmarks
Online Friends

Brightonia
Bright Beach

Gestures

Build Map Mini-MapBuild Map Mini-Map

World >
Create Landmark Here

InventoryInventory
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Make friends Second Life is a lot more fun when you have friends to explore it with. When you meet interesting 
people, you can ask for permission to add them to your Friends list. Then, use the Friends list to 

Gulliver Fushikano
Stanford Larington
Dornati Fellows

Contacts Local Chat Pedro RoltinWendy Borma
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Help There’s a lot to learn in Second Life, but you’re never alone. If you have 
questions, need advice, or don’t know what to do, help is always waiting 
for you. Visit the Support Portal at secondlife.com/support to get help now!

support portalsupport portal

Hi, Can you help me?

Well, let me tell you...

Of course! What’s 
the problem?

Enter

Hi, Can you help me?

Well, let me tell you...

Of course! What’s 
the problem?

Enter

11 What next? Second Life is packed with interesting things to do, people 
to meet and places to explore.  If you’re not sure what do to 
next, or want to see what’s new, you have lots of options.

Say Gestures

Snapshot Search Build

Say Gestures

Snapshot Search Build

Search Second Life

Find: SearchSearch

Classi!eds EventsAll Showcase Land Sales Places People Groups

Any Category

Showcase
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Appendix: Keyboard Shortcuts

  


